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W E left the campaign in the West whan the 
csitical moment had passed. The thin lines 
from Nieuport fo Arras had done their 's^rk, 
and by 20th November the tide of attack hadtecoiled.. 
and lay grumbling and surging beyond our bastions. ' 
A number of German corps were sent East to von 
Hindenburg — ^mostly new and reserve fprmations* 
but including one first line corps, the iith (Cassel). 
General Foch •^as now at leisure to rearrange his 
lines and give some rest to the sorely tried de- 
fenders. The bulk of the British ^aond CSrps Jipd 
mqgt of the 7th Division were already in reserve, 
and the First Corps followed, so that at the end of 
Noyember, except fpt the* Third Co^s aud the ijfcw 
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8A DiviswnjTportion's of <the cavalry, and the Indian 
Corps, the*^ front from Albert to the sea was held hy 
the French trpops of d’Urbal’s 8th and Maud’huy’s 
lOth'Army. ^ * 

In those, days? both ,in Francfe and Britain, little 
was known of the great crisis now#happily past. The 
French opcial^ contmuniguSs gave the barest infor- 
mation, anckthe Paris papers could not supplement 
it: The English-Press continued to publish reassur- 
ing articles and victoyous headlines ; indeed, we 
were officially, told that our front had everywhere 
advaSe^d on a* day when it had everywhere fallen 
back. Hence, since the duration of the crisis had 
caused little ’'anxiety, its end brought no special 
jfelief or jrejoicing to the ordinary man. Soldiers 
r'eturning on leave, solemnized by their desperate 
exp'erieoce, were amazed at the perfect calnmesg of 
the British people, till they discovered that it was 
due to a perfect ignorance. There is a peculiarly ex- • 
asperating *^*e of optimisrh which in those days our 
troopsJiad to suffer from. •“ I suppose we are win- 
ning hands down,” said the cheerful civilialT, and 
the joldier, with Ypres ra\V in his memory, could 
’ ijnly caH upon his gods and hold his peace. This 
•conspiracy of silence may have served- some purpose 
in keeping our nerves quiet, though the courage of 
the Britisl\ people scarcely deserves to be rated so 
low ; but in’concealing from us the greatest military 
performance in all our his|ory, if prej’ented that glow 
and exaltatioi> of the national spirit which makes 
ariniest alhd wins Jbattles .• 

Winter had now fairly come; and though^ in 
rnodern war we hffect to despise the seasons, the 
' ele!|ients take tfieir revenge, an^ bolib armies were 
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forced into that trench warfare which takes the pla(^ 
of the winter quarters of Marllprough’s aay. The 
shallow shelter trenches of mid-October, hasty lines 
scered in the mu^ by harried men, becam^ an 
elaborate series of excavations tq* which the most 
modern engineering knowledge pn b®th sides was 
applied. At the same time, the enemy iiad*to be 
kept occupied, and while the bulk of* the Allied 
troops were employed as navvies •and * carpenters, 
the guns were rarfily silent,'aiid attacks and counter- 
attacks reminded the armies that they were at^war. 
During the last ten days of November • 
there were only mjnof cjperations.. Op , ‘ 
the night of the 23rd, for example, a party of the 
2nd Lincolns cleared three of the enemy’s»trenches 
opposite the 25th Brigade of the 8th Division. The 
following night a mixed party of the Royal Engin^rs 
and the Royal* Wejsh Fusiliers mined and blew up 
i*a grolip of farms near Le,Touquet, whicfuha'd been 
a nest of German snipers. On the zStjp. and 27th 
the 2ij,d Scots Guards from the 20th Brigade and 
the 2nd Rifle Brigade froih the 25th? made succesiful 
incursions upon the Geirman trenches. Thte aaost 
serious counter-attack during those days wfe upon<& 
the left wing oT the Indian Corps in the neighbour- 
hood of Festubert. About nine o’clock on thq, 
morning of 23rd November the if2t^ » Regiment 
of the German i4tli Corps, having sapped up to 
within a few yaids of thq trenches of the 34th Sikh 
Pioneers, ^ determined assault "and ^ptured 

800 yards of our trenches.* Snov® Bad falleli, 
dui^g the day the weather clear ejj. to a light frost. 
In the evening General Anderson, commanding the 
Meerut DivisiiSn, osganizftd a counter-attSck, an^ a 
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dfesperate straggle took place, which dispossessed the 
main body of the Germans', but left some trenches 
occupied both by our men and the enpmy. When 
reserves arrived about 10.30 p.m. we succeeded«ifi 
enfilading the enemy with our left wing, and drove 
him back T^th great slaughter, completely re- 
establishing csur linp. In the struggle the 39th 
Garhwal Rifles — ^the men from the hill country 
east of Nepal— played a distinguished part, and a 
naik of that regiment^ Darwan Sfng Negi, received 
the yictoria Cross. Though wounded in the arm 
and l^ce in the he^d, he liwas :^remost in pushing 
round the successive travftr^ in the trenches in 
the, face of a heavy close-range bomb and rifle fire. 
JL-ieutenant Frank de Pass of the 34th Poona Horse, 
who fell on that day,* also won the Cross for his 
gallantsy in entering a German sap. We <:ook 
three machine guns and over a hundred prisoners, 
and a liundred German dead were counted oh the* 
ground. , 

December the fighfing was on a moje ex- 
tended scale. In the firsC^ days, of the month the 
, French" 9th Corps captured the ferryman’s house 
-on the''^st bank of the Ypres Canal, between Dix- 
mude and Bixschoote — ^a position for which they 
had striven for weeks. On the 9th the British Third 
Corps was ^ttkcked on the front held by the ist 
Middlesex and the 2nd Argyle ^nd Sutherland High- 
landers of the 19th Brigade, but»the assault was 
easily r^ulsdd. By this time General , Foch had 
of* tfee large withdrawal of troops from 
the German line^ to reinforce von Hindenbur^ in 
the East, and jj: seemed a suitable moment to ira- 
oui^ position. One* of tire wdkkest points in 
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our front was the re-entrant south of Ypr£s, wherfe 
th6 German trenches at *the can^l near Klein Zille- 
beke came up to within two miles of 4:he old ram- , 
p*a»ts, and jhe German occupation of Wytsch*aete , 
and Messines — ^villages on low rjfiges— »gave them , 
admirable gun positions. Our ,aim ;was the two 
wooded spurs, Petit Bois anc^ Maedelstned,* lying 
west and south-west of Wjtschaete, and* the troops 
employed were the French 21st Carps, ‘part of me 
1 6th Corps, and •the Britlslk Second Corps from 
the reserve. At seven o’clock on the 
morning of 14th i^ecenikber the attack 
was begun by a heaV^ hombardnientj and within 
the next hour the Royal Scots had advanced agai|ist 
Petit Bois and the Gordon Highlander* against 
Maedelsteed. The latter attack, though delivered 
with great gallantry, failed to carry the position, ?»ut 
the western edge of the Petit Bois was won. There 
*we stuck, for the 3and French DivisiQn*oa fhe left 
found progress in the Wytschaete Wood impossible. 

Mgre extensive were Sie operations in the seigh- ^ 
bourhood of La Bags^e. /On ist and 2nd Decendber 
the French — Maud’huy’s left wing — , 
carried the chateau of Vermelles, which ^ ‘ « 

stands three miles south of the Bethune-La Bassee 
Canal, close to the railwa5r which runs south tQ 
Lens. The work was carried out by, three com- 
panies of infantry and two squadrons of disipounted ^ 
Spahis. This gave them, a gun position against the 
co mmun ications of that part of the German front, 
which, consequently, had to retire* Behind tte fait 
wai^. The capture of the village of Rutoire fol- 
lowed, which meant the gain of aljput a rnile and ^ 
a half of grouftd. •The Success of these ‘operatiShs 
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Suggested to- Sir James Willcocks that the time was 
favourable for the Jndian 'Corps to attack the ad- 
vanced trenches of the enemy. The, British posi- 
tion* at the time on this front ^ was from Cuin-Bhy 
across the yailwa^ii and canal through Givenchy, east 



of Festubert, and continuing ngrth to west of Neuve 
Chapelle, where the French took ov«r the line. The 
Lahore Divisi&n was on the right, with the ferozepore 
iprigade astridS the can^l, and the Sirhind Brigade 
in Givenchy. O]^ the left the Dehra Dun Brigade of 
the Meerut Division lay north in front of Festubert, 
ailSi the Ghrhwal Brigade behind Neftve Chapelle. 


THE CAMPAIGN IN THE WEST. 


The attack of the Lahofe Division began at 4.;fo 
on the morning of the igth, and was conducted by 
part of the I St Highland Light Infantry ^ 
and the 4th Gurk|as, from the Sirhind •• 9- 
Brigade, /fwo lines of trenches ij^ere captured, but 
when day broke it "was found th|it the position was 
one of grave danger, both of ij;s flanks being'in the 
air. Lieutenant-Colonel ’ Ronaldson hsld on till 
dark, when he found it necessary "to ^acuate tfie 
trenches he had won. The^ attack of the Meerut 
Division on the left was in the same case. At first 
it had succeeded,^ but counter-attacks durhi|* the 
19th drove it back, to its -original iiqe. , , 

Next day, the 20th, the Germans attacked algng 
the whole Indian front with artillery anjd trench 
mortars. Then the infantry \fas launched ^ 
against the Sirhind Brigade between Gi- 
venchy and Ha Qpinque Rue. By ten ^o’clock the 
'SiThttid Brigade had fallgn back, and.tlih Xj^ermans 
had captured a large part of Givenchy., The right 
of ouf line, the Ferozepore Brigade, stood firm — 
the 57th (‘Wilde ’s),Rifles*and the 9th Bhopals north 
of the canal, and the ist Connaught RangefS &wth 
of it. Reinforcements were hurried up,^Tor the* 
position was serious, Givenchy being the pivot of 
that part of our front. The 15th and 47th Sikhs 
were sent to help the Sirhind Brigade, ^ad General 
Garnegy, with the jest Manchesters, 4th Suffolks, 
and two battalioas of French Territorials, was ordered 
to attack . the invader in ^Givenchy* village. To 
safeguard the Ferozepore 'Brigade ‘on our'righi, 
a •battalion of the 58th Frenph Division was 
sent to Annequin, two and a hal| miles west ©f 
Cuinchy. • • • * f* - 
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The Manchesters and Suffolks attacked Givenchy 
at five in the evening, retook the village, and cleared 
the enemy out of two lines of trenches Jo the north- 
east,^ but could not drive them |rom their position 
in the north. Meanwhile General Macbean, with 
the 47th SM^, thg Secunderabad Cavalry Brigade, 
and a bf^ttalian of ^the ^8th Gurkhas, had been 
ordered to '^attack the position from the direction 
of the Rue de~ Marais. There was some delay 
in starting, and the« first attack, when it was 
delivi^ed about one o’clock in the morning of the 
2ist' by the 47th 'Sikhs •and ^ the 7th Dragoon 
Guards, -failed disastrously^ the commanding officer 
of 4he latter regiment being killed. By 4.30 a.m. 
the whde of General Macbean’s force had been 
driven back. • 

Farther north, on the 20th, the Meerut Division 
was also in difficulties. The G^mah wedge north 
of Givep.0% .exposed the .right of the Dehra •Dun* 
Brigade, where were the ist Seaforth Highlanders. 
Alld-he afternoon of the 2oSh this part of the Meerut 
Division suffered severely ,*^espeqjally the*Searorths, 
the~trdbps, says Sir John ’French, being “ pinned 
-to the gfound by artillery fire.” North of the Sea- 
forths there was a dint in our line, ’caused by the 
retreat of a battalion of the 2nd Gurkhas, and the 
orchard wh^re* this happened was soon our chief 
post of danger, for the 2nd BJack Watch managed 
to close the gap between* tihe Seafofths and the left 
of the retiring Sirhind Brigade. 

^ That afternoon Sir John French had instructed 
the First Corps ^o send a brigade to support <he 
Indians, and lajer Sir Douglas Haig was ordered to 
tale the ^hole of the ist'Division. • By the morn- 
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ing* of fhe 21st the tst IJivision wa» irfoving 051* 
Giyenchy, the ist Brigade advancing by way of Pont 
Fixe, and the 3rd Brigade by Gorre ^ 
gainst the trenches lost by the Sirhind 
Br%ade. By five o’clock that evening the ist Brigade* 
held Givenchy and the ground 'as far south as 
the canal, and by 'nightfall the* ist *^outh .Wales 
Borderers and the 2nd Welsh, of thS 3^? Brigade 
had won back the original trenches ncjrth-east of 
Festubert. To the 2nd .Brigade* was eiitrusted 
the task of strai^tening thfe line of the Dehra 
Dun Brigade to the north. By jo p.m.,^*they 
had reoccupied the* si^f 5 ort trenches west of *the 
orchard where the* 2nd jGurkhas* had •beed forced 
back, but the original fire trenches had been *80 
utterly destroyed that they^ could no longer be* 
used. • 

At midday next day, the 22nd, Sir Douglas Haig 
took nver the command of that portion of the front 
from Sir James Willcocks.* The f)ositidli 
on that day was as follows. South and 
north the La Bass6e Ca^jal the Fero2epore Brigade 
maintained' its original position. The ist !Qrigade 
held Givenchy, with the 3rd Brigade on its Teft 
along and to the east of the Festubert road.* North * 
was the Dehra Dun Brigade, with the Seaforth 
Highlanders relieved by troops of th^ 2nd Brigade,* 
and part of the same brigade holding an* indented 
line west of the orchard. The 6th Jats, on the 
extreme left of the Dehfa* Dun Brigade, and the 
Garhwal Brigade occupied their original line? Pur-» 

*ii,The 1 st Brigade had now a fifth baijalion— the London 
Scottish— but it was still much below strength, especially in* 
officers. Brigadier-General H. C. Lowther vAs in 9ommand<j» 

V. ^ • 2 . • 
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iiig that 'evening and tjie following day the whole 
of the pcfsition was re-estahlished. It had been an 
awkward moment,. for the Indian troops were very 
weary from fheir two months in the trenches, th^ 
had had 10,000 (jasualties, and they hekl a long Snd 
difficult line, buf Sir ‘Douglas^ Haig’s prompt and 
judicious help had saved the situation. For the rest 
of the tfiojath there* was. little to chronicle in the 
Flanders campaign. 

The, fighting in the north was so desperate and 
constant that to Bridfeh eyes it* obscured the rest 
of the war in. the West. But we must not forget 
that Sir John FrencE’s arn^ ^eld less than a tenth of 
the frofit, and thSt everywhere from Albert to Bel- 
fort ran^ the Allied trenches, with the Germans a 
•few score yards beyond. During December the 
war languished on the Oise, along the Aisne, and 
in northern Champagne. The fighting was mostly 
sniping a»d artillery duels, but there was a s^siblg 
though "shiaE advahce in* every part of the French 
line, except to the north-^st of Soissons, where von 
KklSk sat impregnable. Jn the Argonne, hawevef, 
the Cjown Prince was very active, anH there, as 
aldhg the Moselle and on the steeps of the Vosges, 
” the trowps fought in wintry forests — clean, dry 
woods of fir and chestnut, very different from the 
•boggy plantations of Ploegsteert and Houthulst. In 
the Argohfte the numbers engaged on both sides 
were small — ^the left win^ of Sarrail’s army of Verdun, 
and the Crown Prince’s right — ant? the fighting was 
-confiped to rhe narrow strip eight miles broad 
“tfounded on the south by the hill road from Varennes 
J^o Vienne. We* have seen that in the beginning of 
October the Germans maide a great ^effort to capture 
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that pass, for it provided the link between Sarrail 
and Tangle’s army of Champagne. North of the 
road lies the •wood of La Grurie, south the woo^ of 
Bolante, and in the space betweep lie the hamlets 
of Four de Pari§, St. Huber?, and Fontaine 
Madame. Here during the winter menths, among 
the oaks and hornbeams, therw were Jnanj* German 
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ft— d. 10. 16. ^ MUea , 

The Fighting front in the Argonne during the Winter* 

attacks — on the road and the villages beyond 
it ; but all failed, and the French gained _ ground 
and pushed their trenches well forward into La 
Grurie. In thi^ section bf the campaign the fight- 
ing well consorted with the.French genius.. There 
were endless chances for personal enterprise^ 
scouting parties among the dark trees, where each 
figure showed yp sharply ^^inst the*whitp ground ; 
look-outs,perched^ifigh up in the branches of s<Jme 
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great fir night assaults through the snowy dingles 
and along the frosty ravines which score the plateau. 
From the Argonne came wonderful talcs of chivalry 
and daring, for ^ghting under such conditions ^as 
bound to become'^legeridary. ^ 

AfcVerdim, Sarrail’s brilliant defence was un- 
shaken. *^e6kly the trench lines were pushed 
farther out, tiU on the east the railway from Metz 
to Etain was threatened, and the Germans were 
obliged "to build a Ihie from Sp incourt to carry 
their<.*supplies,^ The heavy rain at the end of No- 
vernber imposed a truce upop both combatants, but 
when the frost sef in in December there were many 
assaults and counter-assaults, for at some places the 
opposing lines were oply twenty yards apart. Von 
Sferantz still clung to the bridge-head at St. Mihiel 
on the west bank of the Meuse ; but it proved a 
cul-de-^sac,m from which advance was impoggible^ 
This section; the |ate oF the middle frontier, was 
never for s moment in jeopardy. 

»The army of Lorrain^. was strongly entrenched 
on the^ east bank of the Moselle, and during De- 
celSbet pushed forward its left wing into the Le 
' PrCtre Wood, beyond Pont-a-Mousson. South- 
wards its line ran well in front of Nancy and Lune- 
oville to the crest of the Vosges at Mont Donon. 
Thence if ran on the west side till it crossed the 
Vosges at the Schlucht Pass, and continued on the 
eastern side by Steinbach", Aspach, £nd Upper Burn- 
haupt te) a point a mile or two west of Altkirch. 
fh the struggle For the crests the Chasseurs Alpins * 

e * The Chasseur battalions were originally divided among 
a&the FreiJth co^s, but now they ar^ allo(?ated to five only— - 
the" 6th, 7th, 14th, 15th, and 20th. The Chas^urs Alpins 
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of the French 15th Corps die! splendi^ serviedt 

The Vosges were deep* in snow, and parties of 
Chasseurs w§re mounted on skis, as were some of 
thg Bavarian Jaegers on the other side. HereVas , 
no sullen trench contest, but .the free movement , 
of war which the French love. ^When the Chas- 
seurs won the German signal station, noiiji Sf the 
Col du Bonhomme they advanced with bugles 
sounding, singing the Marseillaise, and c’arrying the 
tricolour from the^mairie of j neighbouring- village. 
From the Vosges come gallant tales of sudden 
descents by craggy roads, upon wthe efiemy, of^reat 
feats by mountain J^att^ries, and desperate combats 
in the winter hills. The Chasseurs were in their 
element. This was the kind of war whkh their 
forefathers had waged from t»ne immemorial among 
the ^guilles and glaciers of Savoy. 

But the staple of the campaign was the trench 
fighting, and we must retprn toJ:his, qp ^e. learned 
to know it in the Flemish flats. When tt).e position 
was first taken up our tf enches were shalloweiand 
rough ,*hastily dug ’^rith etJtrenching 40018 for a teha- 
porary shelter.* But as Ihe situation developed apd 
the line held, they were deepened, improve*d, and . 
connected until* they became a Vast ramification of 
ditches and earthworks, defended with barbed wire 
entanglements and moats, and every contrivance" 

are the 6th, 7th, 23rd, 24th, and 27th Battahons, and are all 
attached to the igth Corps ^Marseilles). There are thirty 
Chasseur battalions in the army on a peacS basis, but on 
mobilization each battahon form^a reserge*and a ffenitor^ 
battalion, so that their number in war is ninety. 

“^.In some places, like Ploegsteert Wood, the ground was 
so wet that any kind of trench was impo^ible, and breast 
works were built up frona the gJound. * 
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French Position in the Vosges afthe end of December. 

** fi 

that human Ingenuity could suggest. Let us look 
^ a -section of the front as it appeared towards the 
end of December. The advanced firing line con- 
sisted of a nugjber of short trenches, with traverses 
and recedes for protectidh against enfilading. The 
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advantage of a line in short sections is that in the 
event of the enemy getting into* a treijch they have 
to win a nufnber of separate trenches, and cannot 
clear out th?j whole line by flank fire. When short 
sections were not gdopted Ihere* werje recesses in 
the walls, which gave some pit)tectibn against a 
flank attack. The usual advartced trenches were at <* 
least five feet deep and very narrowv-not more thah 
two feet wide. Usually they were lightly held, be- 
ing employed chiefly as observation posts. Behind 
them at right angles were .the eommuni*%tion * 
trenches, zigzagged ‘foa safety, w^iich provided the 
connection between the* firing lin^ ahd the next 
parallel line of occupation trenches. Tlje latter 
were often partially roofed over for protection 
agai^jst shrapnel. Here were the dug-outs — cav'bs 
made in the wall or pits a little in the rear reached 
hy a- narrow tunnfel, where men could "Asleep, and 
the trench cooking was done. B*ehind*them further 
communication zigzags led to another line of revive 
trenches, ^nd, in some aases, to a. third. Beyond 
was a network of foads,* sheltered as much as pos- 
sible, leading to the parks of the Transport, the . 
Royal Engineers, and the depots of the Army Service 
Corps, and beyond them to the villages and farm- 
houses where reserves were billeted, and to thef 
general advanced base of the army. The trenches 
were floored and linbd w^th planking, hurdles, or 
wire netting, and at all the critical poiats, especially 
when the enemy’s trenches* were gear, thefe^were 
vast entanglements and breastworks. Firing was 
conducted from the advanced trenches and the 
sniping pits, trough loop-holes, 2nd frequently 
directed by meang of periscopes, which* showed a 
• • , • • % 
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man the 'enemy’s position ^without obliging him\ to 
raise his head above the level of the ground. 

The trenches were not a fixed position. Daily, 
like a glacier, they endeavoured to c&*eep fartfier 
forward by means of' sap andr mine. Both sides 
burrowed tdwardk their opponent’s lines,* and 
when successful a leSigth *of trench would leap into 
tile air in a gr^t explosion, there would be a rush 
of infantry, and a hundred yards of hostile trenches 
would be won, and, *if the gods were propitious, 
held."^ If a party succeeded in getting into the 
enemy’s trenches, their first^ta^ was to block the 
communication 'zigzags to 'prevent a counter-attack. 
Ei^ry liight patrols would creep out into the No 
Man’s Land between the lines, and occasionally fall 
iif with an enemy patrol and rush it with the baypnet, 
while magnesium flares lit up the darkness, and the 
guns of b6th armies awoke. Snipers on both-sides^ 
were busy^ all day from pfls and prepared positions, 

underground warfare was not as elaborate as thajt 
at Marlborough’s siege of Tournai. “ Now as ta our 'lighting 
underground, blowing up like kites in*the air, not being sure 
of t fo(V. of ground we stand on while in the trenches. Our 
* miners and the enemy' very often meet each other, when 
they have sharp combats till one side gives way. 'We have 
got into three or four of the enemy’s great galleries, which 
“are thirty or fosty feet undergrormd and lead to several of 
their chamCefs ; and in these we fight in armour and lanthorn 
and candle, they disputing every inch of the gallery with us 
to hinder our finding out thean great mines. Yesternight we 
found one whidh was placed just under our bomb batteries, 
in whicK were eighteen Iftmdredweight of powder besides 
inany bombs ; and if we had not been so lucky as to find it, 
in a very few hoursr our batteries and some hundreds o^ihen 
Sad taken a fligl^^ into the air." Daily Courant, August 20, 
ifhp, quoted in t&x. Fortescu«?s Eistury of the British Army, 
Vol. I., p. 514. 
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and woe betide the unwary man who lifted his head 
above the ground. The devices of the eighteenth 
century campaigns returned. The Japanese Jbad 
us§d hand "grenades at the siege ^ of Port Arthur, 
and bombs and grenades, bombatdiers and grena- 
diers in the old sense took their places ih our scheme 
of war. The Germans had a larench mortar, which 
fired a bomb a foot in diameter, and had a range 
of about 350 yards. The .bomb before firing was 
outside the barrel, and had m kind of stalk which 
fitted into the bore. The British bpinbardie^ was 
a strange figxire. A ^ofrespofident of the Times 
wrote : “ Around ’their, middle 'they* carry some 
twenty or thirty bombs, little cylinders fastened»on 
a long stick, round which fall streamers of riBbon. 
The clothing of ribbons suggests the bhth of»a 
mixed breed of Scotsmen and Red Indians who 
, Jiave^ taken to wearing the Red Indian Jiead-dress 
as a kilt. In action they are strafiger still. • •Crouch- 
ing down among the barbed wire the* bombers, 
■^ith their supporting infantrymen with fixed %,^y- 
onets, raise themselves a little fronf the earth, and, 
seizing one of these rocket-like bombs froga their 
belts, grasp them by the stick and hurl them high 
above the parapet. They twist and travel uncer- 
tainly through the air, and then finaUy the force of 
equilibrium supplied by the streamers of ribbon 
asserts itself, and they plunge straight as a plumb 
line down into "the tredfch. There fs a noise as 
though a gigantic Chinese cracker wete jumping zig? 
za^ along the zigzag trench, and clouds of greenish 
; smoke rise up, through which hurtle lumps of earth 
i and stone and fragments^ of the outer irpn ring ^ 
the bomt^ which c^ilstitute its shrapnel.” • • 
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But the true weapon against trenches was the 
artillery. There were first the ordinary field guns* — 
the British 1 8-pounder,* the French 75 tnm., and the 
German 77 mm.-r-with an effective radiusS of a couple 
of miles. Withofit an' artillery^ “ preparation ” an 
infantsy advance in this war was folly, and the guns 
were usdfi fo tiamag® the enemy’s trenches, to keep 
down the fire of the enemy’s field guns, and occa- 
sionally, to bombard positions of importance behind 
the trenches.. But fiSld artillery is at some dis- 
advantage in tarench warfare, as compared with its 
use * in a manoeuvre battle ^against advancing in- 
fantry. 'With its “flat trajectory,* the ordinary field 
gufi does extraordinarily little harm to men in trenches 
two feet wide. Shrap^^el proved nearly useless, and 
the Allied guns took to firing almost exclusively high 
explosive shell, which, if the fuses were accurately 
timed,, did a certain damage. - At any rate„they. 
kept doMi the fird of thb enemy ; but with field 
artillery afone trench warfare would have been an 
intdJininable business. « •- * 

Far more important were the heavy ‘guns — the 
6o-poiMiders and especially the field howitzers. 

‘ The immense power of the shell and the fact that 
it fell from a high angle enabled them literally to 
-destroy the trench which they succeeded in hitting. 
Again, they had an ordinary range of four to five 
miles, and this allowed them* to be emplaced well 
to the rear cwt of any dafiger fronS the enemy, un- 
less pne of hi&c^wn howitzers got their range. The 
heavy guns played a vital part in trench warfare,^ 
^d most of the 'advances were due to their pr«um- 
iaary bombardment. T|?at they ^id not play a 
* * About 84 mm., , 
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greater part was owing to the difficulties unde/ 
which they were operated. With trenches close 
up to each other — in many cas*es not forty yards 
off, in som^ cases scarcely a dozen— it was a risky 
matter for artillery to bombard tlje enemy, for the 
slightest shortage m the flight of a. shell caused 
devastation among its own men. * It §ays ginRih for 
the skill of the gunners th&t miSadventurss so rarely ■* 
happened. Our Indian troops detested this part cff 
the business. It took therft a long time to. realize, 
when shells came over their heads from behind, 
that the enemy had not gpt round thdr rear. ' , * 

The discomfort/ of* trench warfare can never be 
removed; at the best they can be* mitigated. In 
the early days, before 20th November, wl^n**r^i- 
ments were cooped up with* their dead for a fort- 
night under constant fire in shallow mud-holes, the 
misery of it Beggars all description. As the first 
violence of the attack ebbed and Allies^gre given 
leisure to revise their trenches, many fmprovements 
^ere introduced, battaliods were more fre^uentjv re- 
lieved^ and the whole system was regularized, ^he 
strain and the ennui of the work remained, but the 
physical hardships grew lighter, the trenches were, 
lined and draiiled, and the communication network 
was perfected. The British food supplies were excel- 
lent : good feeding will go down to histoi^ as a tradi- 
tion of this army in, Flanders, like hard swearing in 
the case of an earlier ej^dition. How much this 
means to the British soldier every one who remem- 
bers South Africa will bear Vitnessi^ for there, 4vhen 
* ?t-Haan complained that he was “ fed. up,” he generally 
meant that he was not fed up. Frequent relief a»d 
better provision far billets and b^hs iSi the jear 

# • • * 
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aid mucli to' ease their lot. A battalion which came 
out of the trenches, weary, dame, dishevelled, spirit- 
less, and indescribably dirty, would be restored in 
a couple of days to a reasonable smartn^s and go,od 
humour. Perhaps the, officers in the ‘later weeks 
had the wor^ of it. For them* war justified its old 
definifiog : “^Months of acute boredom punctuated 
by moments of acut^ fear!” 

• The worst part of the business was the wet. A 
dripping winter and thd presence of a million men 
churned West Flanders into a gigantic mud-hole. 
Some parts of ^he Allied lijjie were better than others. 
The Arpas district was fairly tdry,; so was the Klein 
Zillebeke riSge* and the 'country round Messines 
anS '^Vjitschaete ; while in the Ploegsteert Wood- — 
a stretch about two miles long by one mile wide — 
a* fairly dry and comfortable forest colony* was 
established, where men could move* about with a 
certain /:^€edom. 3ut all along the Lys andr the 
Ypres Capaf the trenches were liable to constant 
flooding, and the approjfches were seas of mir^ 
It ’was worse still between Db^ude and tSe sea, 
w^ere life became merel}^ amphibious. Tons of 
, wood l&id for pathways disappeared in the sloughs. 
A false step on a dark night meant 3 descent into a 
quagmire, from which a man, if happily rescued 
hy ms fellows; emerged, as Trinculo said of Caliban, 
“ No fish, tut an islander th^t hath lately suffered 
by a thunderbolt.” The Jl<ys ovet^lowed its banks, 
and inundated our trenches for eighty yards on 
each, si'de. A'hrook 5t Festubert came down in 
flood, and severaj men in the neighbouring trenohes 
vrere drowned. But far worse than any risk to' life 
vffag the ffiisety of standing fer hours up to the 
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waist in icy water, of haying every pore of the skin 
impregnated with mud, of finding the walls of a 
trench dissolving in slimy torrents, while rifles 
jarflmed, cldthes rotted, and feet were frost-bitten. 

It was a lesson in the extremes \o which human 
endurance can go. But so efiicitnt was our^ com- 
missariat work, and so ample the proVision*of com- , 
forts and warm clothes, that the British sick rate 
was no more than 3 per cent., lower than^that of 
many garrison towns in peace, and inconceivably 
lower than that of any war of the past ^ , 

The net gains fo» tt^ fighting during two moiiiths 
and a half since the Allied lines extended tcf the sea 
were at first sight insignificant. If we tabulate jhiim 
from Nieuport to Belfort , we shall find the Advance 
in any one section a matter of yards — a farm, a giwi 
position, a ridge, the farther edge of a brook or 
panal. But the French Staff were right, in. their 
insistence that the Alliedr achiefemenir wa? not to 
be measured by ground gained. The German 
(Jffenskre had been brok^ on their ramparts, "^d 
had lost desperately in the process. Further, the 
enemy was kept at the stretch, and constantly 
pressed, on three hundred and fifty miles of front ; * 
his line was stretched taut, and when the Allied 
reserves were ready he would be the. nearer to the. 


* The French sick rq,te has not been published, but it 
seems to have bee:^ low if we pan judge from the rapid re- 
covery of the wounded. A statement issued i)y the Ministry 
of War, giving the position at the beginning of December, 
showed the efficiency of the French MSdical Service' Of 
'i^usaded in the hospitals, 54.5 per cent, had rejoined the 
colours, 24.5 per cent, were given leave of absence to recrui 4 , 
17.4 per cent, rem^iined for fugther treatmdflt, and only 3..f6 
per cent, h^d died. ^ • * 
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breaking-f»oint. The view is sound, for trench war- 
fare cannot endure indefinitely. The enemy can- 
not fall back for ever on new trench lines. He 
may have in reserve, and be capable <^of using,' a 
second, a third, i fourth, but grobablj not a fifth, 
and cesrtainly not a^sixth. The reason is that human 
powers lifiiited. f A stiff rod will not bend for 
es/er : sooner or^ later it will break ; and the steady 
pressure, of those winter weeks, barren it might 
seem in brilliant restilts, was more vital to our 
ultimate success than any spectacular victory.* 

The question of the losse% off the different armies 
was one* tha^ exercised many ingenious minds ; but 
all«estii:g.ates were mainly speculative. The Ger- 
mans published elaborate casualty lists for Prussia 
atone ; the French published no lists of any sort 
whatever; the British lists were bard to follow, 
since -tot^s and dates were rarely given, ^ome, 

• € , e ^ t 

^ The aiiaount of ground recovered between ist September 
and^th December is shown in f he following table, which givers 
theP percentage of french territory held on the ^wo (Jates by 
the enemy 
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Departments. 

Sept, I. 

Dec. 9. 

Nord . . . . . . 

8o 

60 

Pas-de-Calais . . 

35 

30 

Somijie * . . . . . 

50 

60 

Oise 

. 55 

8 

Seine-et-Marne . . 

20 

Nil 

Aisne ^ . , . / 

too* 

55 

Marne* . . . 

90 

12 

Aube . *.• . . . . 

7 

Nil 

Ardennes ^ . . . . 

100 

lOG 

Meuse. . . . . . 

55 

30 

Megirthe^t-Moseile . ^ . 

70 

' 25 ,., 

Vo^es . . . . 

*20 

m 

2 

. — « — 
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figures to the close of the year may he »taken as' 
reasonably accurate. The British Prime ‘Minister 
gave our losses up to 4th Februiry as 104,000, and 
since January was not a nionth of heavy fighting, 
we can probably take 100,000 as the figure at the 
end of December, pf these,* we fnow on German 
evidence, which there is no reascm to ’distrust, that 
prisoners of war made up ac^ooo, £&id, '^e know 
that approximately 10,000 were djad. For th« 
French we have no figures axcept the Germ^p claim 
to hold 230,000 French prisoners — a figure no doubt 
superficially accurate, but one which certainly in- 
cluded many thousands of civilians sent across *the 
frontier. Among die German casualties i^e have 
no figures for prisoners. The Prussian casugltjfcliBts 
up to the 31st of January contained 926,547 names, 
and ^if we add to this figure a proportion of tw»- 
sevenths for the separate armies of Bavaria, Saxony, 
and .Wurtemberg, we shall get a total of tf, 200,000. 
These lists certainly do hot go* beyoftd tEe close 
of the year— such lists asfe always in arfear ; and 
since •there is some evidence that only serlSus 
wounds were counted, we shall probably be right 
in putting the total, on Germany’s own showmg, 
at 1 1 millions for purpose of comparison with other 
armies. Some estimates put the gross losses much 
higher — one British semi-official calculation giving* 
2J millions. The estimate of the Ffench Staff 
gave a minimum fi^re of 1,300,000 total loss, 
which is much tlie same*a*s that givea above. To 
argue on such insufficient data as w^ possess is idle,. 
— impressions of our soldiers in the field must 
be used with caution. Sir John French describe^ 
the German losses at Lan^recies as ‘^tremendous,* 
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%nd estknared them at 700 to_ 1,000. But the j, 

civilian remembers only .the epithet and forgets I , 

the estimate, and is inclined to level the latter up' to J 

his notion of the first. In the war of rSyo the Press 1 

was full of tales of German carnage ; l^ut the total 
German losses in the ca‘mpaign \yere 28,000 killed and 
ioi,o«?o wounded'^or missing. An officer on leave 
speaks o? disasters tothe enemy ; but, having a trained 
perspective, he ,means something different from what j 
his civilian hearers gather from his words. On the ‘ 
whole, howeyer, therfi can be little doubt that the | 
Germans, especially in the West, lost out of all 
proportion to their oppon€:ntS’. Their strategical . 
purpose was iif its essence wasteful of human life. 

therefore regard the long-drawn Battle of 
West Flanders as ari^ Allied gain, inasmuch as it 1 •• 
gravely weakened the man-power of the enemy, 
and, by depleting the officer class, made the hand- 
ling ®f feis new formations increasingly difficult. 

Our British "losses" were severe— the severest, per- 
h^s, that' we had ever suffered. We had lost more 
thuii the number we had<put in the field ai^Morfs 
— ^nearly 40 per cent, of our total stren^h, includ- 
ing drafts ; and in especial we had been deprived 
by death of the services of some of the best of 
our younger officers. In the three weeks’ fighting 
-around Ypres and Armentieres we can scarcely have 
lost less than 50,000 men. In 1794 and 1795 the 
dead loss of the British arniy was 40,000. Mr. 
Fortescue has estimated that the equivalent to-day, 

-in proportion po population, would be 130,000 — 
150,000 at least if we allow for the wounded .. 

might afterwards rejoin. But this figure was for 
two years’ campaigning,., and pur 400,000 was for 
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five months of war. Yet Britain was able and will- 
ing' to fill up the gaps in* her line, as she had filled 
them a centuiy before. ‘ 

One of the happiest results of«the war was the 
good feeling betwedh the Allied* armies and the 
sincere respect which each forijied fon the 4i|hting 
qualities of the other. The British ISarned tq; 
admire methods very different fro'm their own. 

“ Their ways are not ours,’’ .was a frequerit com- 
ment on the French troops, “ but it is impossible 
to imagine better Jightesrs.” •The * two natisns 
w^re given the chance* of studying* eaph other at 
close quarters under the sternest of all trial s, ^ d 
it would be hard to overvalue the results Of*such 
a study for our future friendship. A few noteg 
may mot be out of place on the psychology of the 
French and the British soldier. » 

The ordinary Frenchman is avowedly bored with 
politics. In no country, perhaps, is the politician, 
howevgr sterling his virtues, very generally lo\>id. 
His rewards are so Jarge Ind immediate, the quali- 
ties which lead to a popular success may be «o 
trivial, that he gets little sincere admiration except 
from those engaged, or desirous of being engaged, 
in the same line of business. But in France this 
aloofness from politics led not only to a profound* 
distrust of all politicians, but to a certain apathy 
towards the Stat«. The Jmirgeois was content to 
let the nation go its own way if his family and pro- 
fession were not interfered with, Snd among the* 
^Sji^men the growth of syndicalism — ^which means 
the cfominance of a class and a trade-^revealed how 
weak was the conception 6f an overruling national 
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interest. = Nationalists there were in plenty, but 
theirs was a creed of sentiment and tradition, and 
they were equally in revolt against the whole modern 
business of Government. If a hundited men in 
Britain, chosen di random, were asked to name the 
figure they admi;^ed in the past half-centurjq ninety 
at least~' would mention , no politician; in France, 
probably the whole hundred would produce a list 
untainted by politics. , 

BuF in war — war for dear life — ^all was changed. 
The State wag no longer a knot of bungling olRcials 
with long tongues" and deep pockets, but France, 
the lovely and- eternal. Forgotten tales and tradi- 
tio qSj. old fragments of nursery rhymes, the dreams 
and emotions of boyhood, the memory of kin and 
home and friends, were fused in a conception of 
France, as a mother to die for, a queen to strive 
for, a, gojidess whom the humblest little pioupiou 
felt for as a lovef and a ^hild.” That is the fiappy 
gift of the French people. They may seem steeped 
ir^T'^^ti-nationalism, distracted with narrow class 
interests, sunk 'deep in matter,- when suddenly the 
guns gpeak, and there awakes a tempestuous affec- 
tion, as simple as Joan of Arc’s, a^ splendid as the 
dream of a crusader. It is another privilege of the 
^race that they are not afraid of heroics. They be- 
lieve in doing fine things finely, with the grand air. 
They have no self-consciousness. War is a new 
world where familiar conventiorrs do not apply, 
^and they risq to the^height of its novelty. The 
Mdrseillaise becomes not an ordinary marching tune, 
but a psalm of- battle ; the tricolour is not 
J^ut the Ark ^f the Covenant. War is a high ad- 
venture, and the man who in normal times sold 
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haberdashery in the Rue.de Rivcdi trailed *a rifle in 
the' Argonne woods with a wild poetry in his head. 
Again and again we find a touch of noble rhetoric 
in their deeSs and speeches. Th^ were gay after 
the traditional French manner, but it was not the 
stolid gaiety of good health and spirits’ but %>sister 
to fierce anger and first cousin 1k) tears! all the 
ranks of France the war was a crugade, and the;f 
moved to it with a consciousness of destiqy, and 
with the high seriousness of "Raymond before the 
walls of Jerusalem. , 

Some day a poet'wijl arise to sing of these rifew 
awnies of the Republic. 'They were* differeftt from 
any that had gone before, different from Naj y ilaftw’s 
troops intoxicated with dre^s of glory, or the 
puzzled levies of 1870. They were an armed 
nation, with every class and condition in their 
ranks,. The e&sy camaraderie of peace time be- 
tween man and officer gave way to a sfefn self- 
imposed discipline and a passionate loyalty to their 
leaders? In these leaders find republican dig^y 
at its best. * The heroics of France were in the soul, 
and world-famous army commanders were soarcely 
to be distinguished in dress and mode of living 
from the ordinary man. The land had found 
what Cromwell sought, the “ plain russet-coat cap-i« 
tain who knows what he fights for, and loves what 
he knows.” * 

The British sbldier w^fe* psychologisally a world 
apart. In normal times he was more, political t^an. 
1$ , ^F renchman . more interested in his Government, 
and he had perhaps a more ready Consciousness ot 
the nation as something ab^ove and beyeodn ordinary, 
things. I^e was always prepared to back his oa^p 
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side, as Ee would do in a football match ; and “ his 
own side,” though he never tried to define it, was 
in a dim sort of way a conception of BMtain. Hence 
the war worked no very startling revoSition in his 
point of view. He wars a profe‘ssional man-at-arms, 
and war meant simply a busy period for his pro- 
fession and a' good -«deahof overtime. He fought, 
therefore, partly out of professional pride, partly 
from a, natural love of adventure, and partly from 
loyalty to his “ side.” " We are talking of the British 
regular, and what we have written does not apply 
in /the same degree to the .new service battalions 
formed ^fter^'thc outbreak of war,% which many men 
enMsti^ solely from motives of duty and patriotism, 
and which had more affinities with a national army 
such as the French. The British regular went to 
war as a matter of everyday business, and he con- 
sidered itffiis duty to turn the most desperate affair 
into soihething homely and familiar. War was not 
to him a new world, and he did not see why because 
of!^ he should forgo his ordinary tastes and habits. 
So we find him under heavy fire discussing hotly 
th6 merits of his favourite football team, and play- 
" ing games in his scanty leisure, and diffusing over 
the whole ghastly business of slaughter the atmos- 
phere of a placid English Saturday afternoon. At 
Pieter’s Hm in the South African War, while a 
battalion lay under a hail of bullets on the hillside, 
one man observed to his*^ neighbour, “ I say. Bill, 
it’s , about time Jthe bloomin’ umpires was coming 
up, or somebody will be gettin’ ’urt.” The Br itish- 
aoldier declined to make much of an57thing. Wffile 
:^ty mile-Sr-foem the firing line his letters might 
enliven his relations with accounts of horrors— how 
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he had no candle, but was writing by.*th« light of 
bursting shells ; but when he got| into the real busi- 
ness, he wrote that he wanted a n'ew pipe, and hoped 
“ that all are well, as this leaves me at present.” 

He was a hopeless puzzle to hig enemies. Here 
was a being who seemed without seriousness^ who 
never talked about glory or his country, wb^pn^rather 
prided himself on professing a*dislike fos war, who -• 
behaved, when he was allowed, as if he were in a 
garrison town at home, and yet who proved resist- 
less in attack and unshakable in defence. Was he 
merely a capable hireling, an ejhcient mercenary ? 

If so, how by all the kws of history should he* be 
ahle to stand against single-hearted “pafriots* ? The 
answer is that he was the best of patriots ;Jbi»^he 
was a Briton, and had his own way of showing it. 

He .was naturally shy of heroics. The GermaTi 
soldier went into battle with his songs about the 
Rhine and his Fatherland.^ The British soklier could 
not do that to save his life— he would havef^t a fool 
^ a play-actor ; so, when he sang, it was a music-J|all 
jingle *or some doggerel of his own composition — Ihe 
kind of thing he would shout himself hoarse over in 
peace. He was as fond of his home as any Rhine- 
lander. The Highlander had in his memory the * 
“lone shelling on the misty island,” the Irishman 
some thatched cluster amid the brown mosses of the 
west, the English countryman some village of the green 
south ; but they, did *not^t?ilk about them, for talk 
would have spoiled their sacredness. We had found 
out the best device for keeping nerves steady in a 
■^gecjve-racking war, and that was to ^pretend that the 
whole affair was nothing out of the common. “ Cheer 
up, my lad,” saki th^ sergeant to the ^BBsieus recruit* 
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in the trlWhes. “TVe always ’eard as ’ow it’s the 
first seven years o£?war as is the worst.” The British 
fighting temper was set for seven years more if 

necessary. _ _ f . , . . 

A campaign :^ught in this ^ober, practical spirit 
must be barren of legends, dn Flanders, as the 
Southerners s^ng fn the American Civil War, we were 
“ tenting f,gain on the old camp ground,” and with 
a more susceptible race we should have heard tales 
of grey-goose shafts in Ae air, and phantom knights 
on dim horses, and ^ periwigged captains leading 
ghostly cohorts. The Rutssians in the East, as we 
know, saw St. George with his great spear riding in 
their van. But if these tales ever come to be told 
th^»»»^l have been invented at home, for our army 
did not see visions. Scot and Irish and Welsh had 
alike come under the spell of a common Britishness, 
which is chary of speech and fancy. 

The, Etitish sofdier is,deeply humorous in 'war, 
and his" (Aaracter therein is precisely his character 
in^eace. ' It is no high-strung gaiety, but ordinar^y 
good spirits and a talent for farce. He is profSundly 
inventive in language, with a gift of ridiculous nomen- 
, clature which takes the worst edge off his hardships. 
Humour and soundness of heart make up sports- 
manship, and he is nothing if not a good sportsman. 
We see this in his attitude towards the enemy. He 
had none of that childish venom of hate which 
seems to have been officially regained in Germany 
as the proper spirit in which to fight battles. He 
respected his '^^emy, arnd would allow no one to 
cry down his fighting value. “ A bad, black lot^wKC 
doubt,” said a Scots soldier of the Germans, “"but 
133 the oiiES’iJpposite us. - They.’re verra respectable 


THE CAMPAIGN IN THE WEST. ' 39 
• • 

men, and grand fighters.” The dreary business of 
trench warfare was relieved by j|:actical jokes upon 
the enemy, and much chaffing, to which he fre- 
quently replied in the same spirit. A famous Berlin 
clown in the German trenches occasionally went 
through performances amid ’the applause of both 
sides. A certain German sniper Vitl\ a copf)letely 
bald head was preserved by* one battalion as a 
keeper preserves a rare hybrid, and when the^ 
were moved to another palt of the front they left 
instructions to their successcJrs that the old fellow 
was not to be killed. Oytposts, haver always frater- 
nized to some extent ,-*-they did it in the Peninsula 
and in the Crimea,— and the close contaCt of the lines 
led to the extraordinary truce of Christnw*a-®!ay. 
Probably it was connived at fey the commanders on 
both sides, for some of our trenches were nearly 
flooded out, and the Germans had much timbering 
to do. In the French part of |he field ^here was 
little of this fraternizing. They had wrongs to 
avenge, too many and toO deep for these* ameng^es 
o*f waf . Had the British* been holding lines in ihe 
Midlands, with a wasted East Anglia before them, 
there would have been little inclination to exchange ^ 
courtesies with the enemy. 

The French and British tempers in war are the 
product of national character. Each is^fine in i<r 
self, each has merits which the other lacks, each is 
omnipotent in qprtain fqrtns of fighting, and the 
combination of the two in one battle front was for- 
tunate and formidable. In the ess&ntials they were 
for behind the exaltation of the French lay a 
profbund practical talent, and beneath the prose of 
the British attitude was *3 shining ’’uicyotion. _ 5 ^ 
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rarely fo'pnd expression in words, but Sir Francis 
Doyle’s “ drunken^rivate of the Buffs,” the troopers 
who went down with the Birkenhead, the marines on 
the Victoria, and a hundred deeds in ti^is campaign 
were proof of its presence. !|'rom the letter of a 
young officer wh^ fell in the^ October battles we 
take tame sentences which put soberly, in the 
English fashion, this'^abidlng impulse : — 

“ Trj? not to worry too much about the war. Units and 
individu^s cannot count.-- Remember we are writing a new 
page of history. Future generations cannot be allowed to 
read of the decliiie of fhe British Empire and attribute it to 
us. "" We live our little lives and d4e. Some are given chances 
of proving themsdves men, and to oTchers no chance com€3. 
Wh oever our individual faults or virtues are matters little, 
for wn5r‘ we are up against big things we must forget in- 
dividuals. Some will livO and many will die. We cannot 
c5)unt the loss. It is far better to go out with honour^ than 
to survive with shame.” 
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THE BATTLE OF THfi SERBIAN RIDQEsf^ 

# 

* 

Serbian Strategy at beginning of September— Advance into 
Bosnia — Occupation of Semlin-^Battle of the Brina — The 
Third Austrian Offensive — Austria's Motives* — Her strategical 
Plan — Austrian Forces — Serbia's Positionn-Shortage of Am- 
munition — ^The Cro\wi Printe Aiexahder — ^The Serbian Mmy 
falls back from Valjevo^Austria weakens her Aijny — King 
• Peter's Address to his Tfoops — Battle begins on 3rd De- 
cember — Serbian Victory — Belgrade retaken — Austnjypjwwross 
the Save and the Danube — Austrian Losses. 

• 

W E must turn for a moment to the heroic war 
which Serbia, ringed round with enemies and 
suspicious neutr^s, short of .ainnwaftition, 
supplies, and everything but valour, was waging 
iu tho tangle of hills between the Drina and^the 
Morava. In an earlier dhapter we* have seen that 
the first Austrian invasion had completely failed 
At the battles of Shabatz and the Jadar the Austrian ■ 
army had been heavily defeated, and by 24th August 
there were few Austrians left on the Serbian side 
of the Drina and the Save, Vienna announced that 
the campaign had been merely a punitive expedi- 
tion, which had achieved, ks purpose, and that for 
the present her hands were full wffih weightier 
matters in the north. On this it iiftay be observed* 
’S.nsi the casualties of the punitive force were nearly 
40,000— eight thousand of whom were de ad — and. 
that it lost someffifty guns? , . 
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The ^erbian army had now to face a question 
of some difficulty!^ The enemy was gone, but. he 
would presently ireturn. The wedge of Serbia, 
bounded by the Drina and the Save, jilt^ awkwardly 
into the territorypof the Dual Monarchy, and offers 
an intricate problem of defen®. Her forces were 
insuffi#%nt to^maihtain the whole of the long border 
line, and the nature t)f her internal communications 
did not allow of rapid movement. Accordingly she 
decided that the wisest defence was an ofensive 
aimed against the Bosnian capital of Serajevo. If 
that city wer© won therq was every chance of a 
risilig among the Bosnian Skvs,^ which would kee|) 
Austria busy®. Accordingly, along with Montenegrd, 
th^^^sjaasion of Bosnia was resumed, and on 14th 
September the important frontier post of Vishe- 
grad, which they had approached in August,^ was 
at length taken. Meantime the Austrian forces 
north of "the Daijiube continued their bombard- 
ment Bel^ade. To put an end to this annoy- 
ance, rather than as a pait of a serious advance, a 
sVft/ Serbjian detachment crossed, the"^ Save 
^ ■ ■ in the darkness of ^ the night of 6th 

September, silenced the hostile batteries, and took 
the Syrmian town of Semlin. 

These activities, especially the threat against 
Bosnia, drove the Austrians to a fresh offensive. 
The better' part of three corps were massed on the 
Bosnian side of the Drina, ^ between Racha and 
«_ Zvornik. On the 8th of September the 
F' Battle of the Drina began with the 
'' crossing of the river in the neighbow*- 
hood of Jania. 'The Austrians made some h'ead- 
>ray agaifise-tTie weak Seirbian ,foroes on the hills, 
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but in the evening, when reinforcements tame up, 
were driven across the river with|heavy losses. The 
attack was renewed next day, and in several places 
the Austria]^ won a lodgment on the Serbian side. 
On the 15th' the SeAians m?de a* great effort, and 


managed to force fcmck the Aus^ian eight centre, 

which had penetrated five miles beyond th<Drina 
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to Rozhan, a point in the hills which commands the 
roads to Valjevo. The fighting here, which finished 
on the 17th, meant the end of the main Austrian 
offensive. But their extreme right managed to main- 
tain itself in the Jagodnia mountains south-west of 
Rozhan, which gave them control of^ Bridge heaefon* 
ffi« 3 ^rina and the road from Liubovia to Valjevo. 

During the remainder of Septe mber and thg,, 
early part of October Austria contented herself 
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with intdrmittent bombardments of Belgrade, the 
Serbian force haviifg fallen'back from Semlin during 
the battle of the Drina, and with resisting the 
Serbian advance in Bosnia. The latfe^ made little 
progress, though a Serbian-l^ontenegrin column 
got within ten njiles of the tiapital. Serajevo is 
strongi)^. defended, and can be profitably attacked 
^nly fronf the north, ail enterprise which Serbia 
was too weak to undertake. She occupied herself 
with entrenching a li^e* along the Drina, along the 
heights of Jagodnia and Gouchevo, through Les- 
nitgia to Racha', and.thenc® along the Save to Mitro- 
vitza and Obrenovatz — a lin6 of , nearly one hundred 
miles, and utterly beyond* the power of her small 
arn^'*?o hold. Her hope was in the marching 
gower of her men — ^ths soldiers who two years before 
had made the famous winter march across Albania 
to Durazzo. With such troops she might be able 
quicfcJywtp reinforce a threatened point. 

The third great Austrian offensive matured to- 
wards the end of October. It was inevitable for^a 
dozen reasons. - The German activity in Poland and 
the appearance of new Gerfhan corps enabled Austria 
» to turA her attention to her enemy in the south-east. 
The punishment of Serbia, which had been nomin- 
ally the reason of the war, was eagerly demanded 
by the Austrian people, indignant at two humiliat- 
ing defeats. Further, on 3ot:h October, Sir Louis 
Mallet at Constantinople had asbed for his pass- 
ports, and Turkey had entered into the struggle. 
'If -Serbia couM-dse crushed and Bulgaria conciliated, 
a junction might be effected with the Ottoua^ 
^rmies which would keep Rumania quiescent, 'and, 
more knpbftSnt, would mpen 4ip lo the Teutonic 
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Powers a new way to tlje sea. .In estimiting the 
motives of Austria, and those 02 Germany behind 
her, a chief ^lace must be given to that old hanker- 
ing for an fegean outlet which had for a decade 
dominated their Balkan policy. * 

To understand the campaign fsrhich'follc^ed we 
must look closely at the.configuratidn ^f'^erbia. 
We have seen that on the west and porth-west it i* 
bounded by the Drina and the Save. For thirty 
miles along the right bank -of the Lower Drina 
there is something approaching a, plain, which 
becomes wider as it qpaf’s the ' Save, and extends 
along the right bank of that river to the Danube. 

It is never very broad, and it is much brc^tUiUp 
with ridges, but it is possiblg manoeuvring ground 
for modern armies. For the rest, Serbia is a 
knot* of hills, which descend steeply upon the 
Upper Drina, and stretch eastward to the JBulgarian 
frontier, where they join "the main Balkan "^nge. 
They are broken up into, many subsidiary systems 
■vthich*it is needless to particularize ; but one m:3j.n 
ridge runs 'from the Drina in a seniicircle south of 
Valjevo, where it forms a watershed between the 
river Kolubara,. which enters the Save at Obre- 
novatz, and the Western Morava, which flows from 
the Albanian border to the Great Morava. The 
main river is the Great Morava, running through 
eastern Serbia from ^uth to north. The railways 
are determined t>y the fiver valleys.. The trunk 
line to Constantinople runs up the T^rava by Nish, 
tp Ae Bulgarian frontier. Kragujevatz, the Serbian 
arsenal, is on a branch line to tile west of the 
Morava valley. ^ One line^ runs soutiih^&Mn Obre»* 
novatz up the KolubSra to Valjevo, and another from 
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Valjevo lb the marn trunk line, while from one of 
the stations on tins latter branch a short railway 
goes south up the valley of the Lig. ^ 

The Austrian objective was Nish,^ where the 
Serbian Court h*ad retired, a|^d the main line to 
Bulgai^. But bdtore these could be reached there 
were varipus* secondary r objectives. The obvious 
foute to Nish ^was by an advance up the Morava 
from Spmendria on the Danube, but to this there 
were two insuperable objections. The first was the 
Morava valley, which at^ two places contracts to 
nafrows, where the ground /alis steeply and forms 
a strong natufal defence. THe second was the 
lat«saij^alleys entering the Morava from the west, 
which would enable a Serbian force from the central 
hills to strike at the flank of any Austrian advance. 
It was clearly the path of wisdom to occupy the 
central kaot of hills, and especially the upper valley 
of tKFW'estern Morava. With these in their con- 
trol, they 'could advance t© Nish with an easy mind, 
for* their communications would be safe.'' The 
first objective was therefore Valjevo on" the Kolu- 
bdta, the terminus of two railways and the starting- 
point for the passes of the horse-shoe range to tne 
south, which was the way to the Western Morava. 
The second was Kxagujevatz, the Serbian arsenal, 
and a poifit from which the main Morava route 
could be seriously menaced. 

The Austrian forces ’’ under General Potiorek 
concentrated nfgir the* movement cannot yet be 
exactly estimated. In the first invasion there 
been employed fhe 15th and i6th Corps, both from 
"dlosnia, t k*^#! Corps frojn Budape^tv the 8th Corps 
fro'm CraCow, the 13th Corps*^^roni Crpatia, and 
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parts of the 7th Corps from Hvpigary and the 9th 
Corps from Bohemia. The Cradow and Bohemian 
corps were sewerely handled at the battle of the Jadar, 
and did no* appear again in this theatre ; the 4th 
Corps, too, had app|rently gene north. There re- 
mained the 15th, 1 6th, 13th, ahd 7th COTps, to 
which were added two La^dwqhr forriia^rii, num- 
bered the 17th and i8th, and the 14th Corps froi» 
Tirol — a force little short .of 300,000 men. The 
Austrians advanced on a wide front — ^their extreme 
left moving from Semendria up the J|/Xorava valley, 
the left centre and eenjre* movmg against the mam 
ridge by way of Valjevo and Lazarevata, while their 
right was directed in an enveloping movement fi»m 
the Drina against the head- waters of the Western 
Morava. We cannot locate the corps at this stags 
with*precision, but the new formations — ^the 17th and 
i8th— seem to have been on the left, and th^ 15th and 
i6th ‘Bosnian Corps, which inclu'ded special*ufoun- 
tain brigades, undertook th^ advance from the Drina. 

-• Against this great arruy Serbia could not brijjig 
forward ecfual numbers. . Though she called every 
peasant from the plough and every shepherd from 
the hills, it is probable that her total force, after * 
three battles, did not exceed a quarter of a million; 
and of first-line troops she must have had less 
th^ 300 , 000 . Her army, to be sure, was largely 
composed of veterans*— the men of Kumanovo and 
Monastir and tMfe Bregalnitsa. But Ijer supplies, 
especially of ammunition, ^yere ter^bly depleted,, 
and the arsenal at Kragujevatz was* all but empty. 
She .was almost shut off from the Put er world, for 
the one port by which ammunition coHMrfnter was<* 
the Montenegrin .^tivari, and only pack ponies 
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in the wars with Turkey and ^"2 

Crown Prihce Alexander, and his Chief ot btatt was 
Field-Marshal Putnik, a \ery able, irascible old gentle 
man who knew every detail in the topography ^ 
.native land, and had a great eye for eflEcient jj“ 

ates. The regimental officers were «ceU™t,m^^e 

Staff contamed several officers, me yoione 

..^vlovitlr^ Director of Military Operations, of 
th6 highe^ professional attainmeats. « 
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Before the wide sweep of tha Austriail advance 
from Save and Danube and Drina, the Crown Prince 
had no chojte but to fall back and look for his help 
to the hills; For a little he clung to the foothills ’ 

of the Tser range Jnd a line running east to the * 

Kolubara, but he was too weak'to hold it^ Had 
he attempted to defend Valjevc»and the l<jw "country ^ 
he would have been outflanked by.the rnovemeist 
from Semendria on the ea€t and Liubovia^ on the 
west. The Austrian advance began in the first 
week of November, an(| by the ipth they heU 
the whole Kolubara* valley up to Valjevo, the imin 
think railway up td Mladenovatz, and were ‘pushing 
on the west towards Ushitza, on the head-vptess of 
the Western Morava. The Crown Prince fell back 
to tfie summit of the range south of Valjevo whidi 
forms the watershed. This range must be closely 
obsexved. The main road from Valjevo»to Tcha- 
tchak in the Western Motava valley (with a oranch 
leading from Milanovatz ‘to Kragujeyatz)* crosses a 
^ass about 2,000 feet high, which divides the rahge 
into two massifs. 'That on the west is called Mal- 
jen, and rises to a little over 3,000 feet ; that ’On 
the east is called variously Suvobor and Rudnik, 
and is some 500 feet higher and more precipitous. 

By the middle of November the whole Serbian army 
was on these ridges, while their left heM the spurs 
running south to the’ Western Morava to resist the 
turning movement of the Bosnian, corps from 
Ushitza. They covered Kragujevatz^nd Tchatchak,, 
and their line of retreat was open down the Western 
Morava towards Nish, save in the unlikely event of the 
Austrian left rngking its w^y up the Gs»aa#i<Morava.tfr> 

Then,followed, an unaccountable delay. For a 
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fortnight che Austrians lay, in Valjevo and along the 
skirts of the hills, and did nothing. No explanation 
has yet been given of this hiatus, fos there can 
have been no great difficulties in the transport. 
Apparently General Potiorek regarded the precipi- 
tate repreat of the' Serbians into the mountains as 
the end of th'eir serif)us resistance. He was aware 
of their scarcity of ammunition, and believed that 
it could^ not be remedied. So confident was he of 
success ” that he deliberately weakened his army. 
By the beginiving of December the great Austro- 
German counter-offensive fr^m^ Cracow was matur- 
ing, and* he seM three of his corps — the 7th (Hui>- 
gar%ih the 14th (Tirolese), and the bulk of the 
13th (Croats) — ^to assisj in the attack from the south 
against the Carpathian passes. 

During that fortnight the Serbians had not Been 
idle. Kii?g Peter, enfeebled by illness, had left his 
capit^^ the Austrians advanced, and joined the army 
on the ridges. Every man that could be brought up 
wag added to the strengtl^, and with heroic efforts 
gun positions were created om the rocky spurs. 
Must important of all, fresh supplies of ammunition 
' for artillery and small arms had arrived at last from 
the Western Allies, in spite of attempts by Turkish 
and Bulgarian bands to wreck the convoys. The tale 
of how they reached Serbia cannot yet be told ; 
suffice it to say that they did not come by Antivari. 

On the jst of Decefnber the Austrians had 
initiated their ^najor strategy, which was to sweep 
south-eastward with powerful wings, from 
Mladfenovatz on the left and from 
<^shitza osa«di»' right, and ^enclose the Serbian army. 
Th'eir centre was advancing against the ridges, with 
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its left moving up the Lig valley, whe-re runs a 
single-line railway, against the Serbian right on the 
Rudnik range, and its right moving up the head- 
waters of che Kolubara against the Maljen range. » 
On the next day th^y were well up on the slopes pf « 
the hills, and by the 3rd they had gained the western 
ridge of Rudnik. The, Se^ians lay alPng the ^ 
ridges, with the ist Army under General Mishitph ^ 
on the left, then the 3rd Army under General 
Yourashitch Stiirra, and on the right the and Army 
under Field-Marshal Stepanovitch. ^ 

On the afternoon o| tfie 3rd the rnoment came, for 
the Serbians to strike. It, was a crisis of their national 
history, graver than any they had yet met, 
and the whole army was inspired with a 
profound seriousness. King Feter, old, deaf, and side, 
rose to a great occasion, and addressed his men almost 
in the words of Shakespeare’s King Hgrry before 
Agmeourt, or of Robert Biruce before BaimocktJarn 

"|Ieroes,” he said, “you have taken two oaths — one to 
me, ;^ur king, and the othe# to your country. I am atf old, ‘ 

broken man, on the e'dge of <the grave, and I release you from 
your oath to me. From your other oath no one can refease 
you. If you feel, you cannot go on, go to your homes, and I* 
pledge my word that after the war, if we come out of it, 
nothing shall happen to you. But I and my sons stay here." 

This noble appeal had its effect. Not a man left 
the ranks. The caltulated atrocities of Austria in 
September— calculated, for we posses^ the Imperial 
and Royal instructions on the subjgct — ^had made the 
^ar a crusade. The weary and r%ged troops went 
int® battle with a new passion of ■sacrifice. 

The ridge^ of Rudn^ and Ma^^®«fire barrsa 
even in ^midsumijfer, wide screes and ^arp rMges 
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of shale descending to stony glens. No heavy snow 
had yet fallen, but a powdering of white lay on the 
rocks. During the night of the 3rd ar^d through- 
Dec A whole Serbian right and 

centre were heavily ipngaged, while the 
left at Ushitza fought a separate battle of its own. 
The gun positions hgjl been skilfully selected, and 
tbe Serbiah infantry charged with fury and hurled 
the enemy frona the slopes. The fiercest fighting 
was on the eastern side? on Rudnik, where the i8th 
Corps and part of the 17th struggled desperately to 
keep their footing. In th# centre the 8th and the 
13th were attacked on the northern side of Maljen^^ 
whilg from the spurs above Ushitza the two Bosnian 
corps ■VTCre hotly assailed. Some time during the 
’Dec t; Aukrian left centre broke and 

■ streamed northwards down the Lig val- 
ley. Pres^tly came the turn of the centre, which 
was fcfiFK:dk>ffi Maljdn along the Valjevo road. That 
same nighfethe Serbian left at Ushitza won a great 
victory over the 15th and ijSth Corps, driving therrr 
north across the Western passps of Maljen towards the 
Dec 6 ®P^bigs of the Kolubara. At dawn on the 
* ■ 6th the Austrian line h?td everywhere 
given way. It was not in retreat ; it was routed and 
broken till it had no longer the semblance of an army. 

The Serbians were as vigorous in pursuit as in 
battle. By the 7th their front was Ushitza- Valjevo- 
„ Lazarevatz. The Austrictns fled by the 
road| from Vfljevo to Shabatz and Obre- 
novalz:, where thef had a clear path for retreat ; but 
their right, which was in the Maljen and Povljen hills, 
cgpie out ^jSkore. The extreme left attempted a 
stand on the»Kosmaj ridges a*nd at Lissdvitch, but after 
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some hard fighting was driven back by Stepanovitch 
upon Belgrade. The Austrians could not halt short 
of their o|fn frontier. The Serbian left swept up 
the Drina Ind beyond. The centre pushed towards 
the Save, picking up prisoners and guns with every 
mile. The right moved swiftl])* towa'rds Belgrade, 
and with it went the king^. Qp the i^th the ^pital 
was retaken, and while* the Austrian* ^ , 
rearguard were fighting in. the northern ^ 
suburbs. Kin g Peter was on-his knees in tKe cathe- 
dral giving thanks for his victory. A mere remnant 
of an army straggled ovei*the Save, \i^^ile the Serbian 
guns rained shells on Its. crossing. • , • 

The Battle of the Ridges was a success of a 3:5^6 
not unknown to history— a well-equipped army in- 
veigled into a country where" it could be caught at»a 
disadvantage by a weaker force operating under 
familiar conditions. We do not know wjfh any ex- 
actness the enemy’s lossesi Th^ prisoners numbered 
not less than 40,000, antJ there must have been at 
Jeast^s many dead and wounded, while the Serbians 
made heavy captures of ^ns and ammunition. The 
disaster was indeed for Austria what Tannenlxerg 
was for Russia.: it virtually destroyed a field army.* 
General Potiorek was removed from his command, 
and all talk of the conquest of Serbia died away. 
The little Balkan state had done inestimable service 
to the Allied cause, *for it had put four corps put 
of action, and delayed for'some weeks the Austrian 
main offensive against Eastern Galicia. The two 
most decisive battles in the* first Sx months of war 
were triumphs for age and youtfe».<* Tannenberg was 
won by a veteran nearing seventy, an 4 tJlP Serbiiyi 
ridges by a yoflng gentlenian of twenty-six. • 
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, THE CAMPAIGN IN TtlE AIR. 

The Air Fleets of the Powers before the War — Uses of Aircraft 
—Importance of Air Reconna'^ssance— Instances— Difficulties 
"of Weather — Use against Artillery — ^'Ihe Task of the Observer 
• — Destruction of Troops^ Stores, etc. — Work 
Naval Wing — Raids upon Cologne and Diisseldorf — Raid 
upon Friedrichshafen — Raids upon Brussels — Christmas Raid 
upon Cuxhaven— Germa^i Destruction — Failure of Zeppelins 
- — Raids upon England— Duels in the Air. 

I N the ^ears before the war it had become the 
fashioiir to announce that the next European 
conflict would witness at phenomenal use of air- 
craft. Ingenious romancers had pictured an A^rma#^ 
geddon in the clouds, and lovers of peace had clung 
tO'jthe notion that the novelty and frightfulness of 
•• such a warfare would make the Powers of the world 
hesitate to draw the sword. The results have been 
both below and in excess of expectation. The air 
was a realm of pure guesswork, for in the Tripoli 
and Balkan wars there was no -serious aerial service, 
though various adventurei’s-experim-ented in the new 
arm. What may be the ultimate outcome no man 
can tell, for aircfraft are still in an early stage of 
development. Bsat-^iip to date we can say that they 
have not^ltered any of the traditional principles of 
wap in their fundamentals, "whilej on the other hand, 
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they have proved a far more manageable, precise, 
and calculable branch o£ the service than even their 
warmest sunporters foretold. _ 

Franceldd the way in aerial experiment, and her 
government between 1909 and 1914 acquired the J 
largest air fleet in* the world. ^Her aviators were 
brilliant performers, especially in^ long-distance 
flights, but they were not; thof oughly* abjorbeji into ^ 
the military machine. They had lass knowledge ®£ 
the tactical use of aircraft -than of their mechanical 
capabilities, and the organization of the French Air 
Corps was severely criticized by thg Committee of 
the Senate just before the war. It suffered, too, 
from having a somhwhat* heterogenebus collection of 
machines, many of an excellent type, but many_ in- 
different. There was no g®vernment standardized 
pattern, and hence supply of spare parts and acces- 
sories became a difficulty.* The French airmen 
had brilliant technical skill and endless ♦courage — 
men like Garros and ‘Pegoud hadr rto rivals — 
but as a corps they were not so fully •organized 
’"ibr tvar as their neighbours. The Germans had » 
preferred at first ' to interest themselves rather in 
airships than in aeroplanes, but their military ad- 
visers were well aware of the value of the fatter,* 
and had prepared a strong corps. The German 
aviator could not fly as well as the French ; on 
the whole he had not as useful a machine; but he 
understood perfectly' his place in the military plan. 

He was thorou^ly traiifed to reconngissance work, 
and especially to the task of range»finding for,the 
field guns. The Austrian air service was much in- 

The French Army ultimately adopted three t57pes of 
biplane and one of monoplane 

, , ■ ■ ■■ • 
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ferior, though it' contained some dashing pilots. 
The Russian had enormously improved, under the 
Grand Duke Alexander, but it suffered from a 
shortage of machines and a chronic' difficulty in 
rapid manufacture. It possessed, however, several 
giant biplanes, useful for destructive purposes, for 
each could carry over a ton’s weight of explosives. 

TJie British air service, the last to be started, 
had been so wisely and energetically developed by 
Sir Dayid Henderson and his colleagues that on 
the outbreak of war it Was probably the best equipped 
in the world. .We had a good type of machine and 
enough of them, a number of highly qualified pilots 
and observers aiccustomed to go but in ail weathers 
and under every condition of difficulty, and, above 
all, trained in tactical eo-operation with other arms. 
¥/e have rarely been successful in occupations wl;tich 
demand a peculiar and fantastic gift — ^in trick-flying 
and high-speed motoring we have been outstripped 
easily" by Continental rivals”; but we have the power 
of making a novel art subserve a prosaic and prac- 
tical purpose, just as the .British soldier brings 
the business of bloodshed something of the homely 
atfeosphere of his ordinary life. The British Royal 
Flying Corps contained a military an-d a naval wing. 
Each wing was divided into squadrons, consisting 
of twenty-four aeroplanes and twenty-four pilots, 
under a m^or or commander. The squadron was 
in turn divided into six :Qights*, each flight compris- 
ing four machines commanded by % captain in the 
one case and a co^^omander or lieutenant in the other. 
The squadron was a self-contained unit, having its 
own transport in^tKe shape of motor wagons cmcu- 
lated to esaintain on goocL roads a speed of twenty 
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miles an hour. Armed motor cars Tsfere also attached 
to it. 

The uses of aircraft, so far as the war has re- 
vealed themi ^re principally two — ^for reconnais- 
sance in its many forms, and for destruction. The 
latter purpose, from the strict military point of * 
view, is exemplified by the destruction of enemy 
troops, fortresses and fortified bases, s*hip^, trans- 
ports, communications, and munitions of war. To ' 
these uses the Germans have added a third — ^the 
destruction of civilian life and property with a view 
to intimidation ; but in th^s sinister ch?parture they 
have happily not been'foHowed by the Allies. Thett; 
is ^Iso the importarft duty of driviri^ *off and, if 
possible, destroying hostile aeroplanes, for it is now 
clear that the only real weapon against one aeroplane 
is angther. Let us glance at these different func- ® 
tions and the main instances of their performance 
during the first six months of war., » 

The reconnaissance of Aircraft has, &s we have 
seen, worked a revolution in strategy. Moffe rapid 
an(? c«mprehensive than •cavhlry, the aeroplan® 
makes surprises on 'a grand scale aii impossibility 
except in a densely-wooded land or under weathef 
conditions so bad that no aviator can ascend. In- 
stances are endless. It was the German aviators 
who revealed to the German generals the weakness 
of the Allied line along Ae Meuse and the' Sambre. 
It was an air ^recomiaisWnce, that inspired the first 
abortive advance of the French into Alsace. From 
our Flying Corps we first learned pf«von Kluck’s 
wheel to the south-east — a fine performance, of 
which ‘General Joffre wrote : “ The” precision, ex- 
actitude, and regylari^ of the news broughPin bjr 
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its members ar4; evidence of their perfect organiza- 
tion and also of the perfect training of pilots, and 
observers.” Aircraft gave the Germans news of 
our enveloping movement from the Aifene, and gave 
us information of their counter-movement which 
led to th& race ^or the sea. In the long struggle 
between Arms and Nieuport we were able from the 
reports of aviators to follow the track of the German 
reinforcements and strengthen our own thin lines. 
Aircraft told Japan dl that she needed to know 
about the fortress of Tsing-tau ; they warned us 
of the Turkish movement across the de&ert against 
fhe Suez Canal ; they told us of the coming of the 
Prussian Guard at Ypres. In the East it was^by 
aeroplanes that von Hindenburg found out the 
weakness of Samso^nov’s position ; aircraft gave 
the Grand Duke Nicholas early news of the first 
assault upon Warsaw, and of the Austrian revanche 
frqm Gracow. JJow and again the service was at 
fault. It 'did not tell us soon enough of the four 
new GTerman formations advancing on Menin about 
«i5th October, nor <fid it- inform von Hindeiibu^’ of 
^the Russian trans-Vistula moVement which drove 
*him back from Warsaw, or the Grand Duke Nicholas 
of the dash against Lodz, or the later assault from East 
Prussia, when he lost his 20 th Corps. But, gener- 
ally speaking, the commanders of all the great armies 
have had early knowledge of the main hostile move- 
ments, and have beeurable to provide against them. 
Without aircraft there wWld have been fewer battles, 
-perhaps, and more manceuvring on the defensive, but 
when a disaste; came it would have been more crush- 
ing. Foreknowledge, shared pretty well by ail sides, 
mean^ slow war. * „ 

. 
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The work of aircraft has been well descrilDed in 
an official note by the French Government : “ They 
give informatiiba to our commanding officers, who 
find in them an invaluable auxiliary, concerning 
the movements of the enemy and the progress of 
columns and supplies. They are mot liable to be 
stopped like cavalry, by the ^uninterrupted lines of 
trenches. They fly over positions and Hktterfes, 
enabling our forces to aim ivith accuracy. They 
drop bombs on gatherings of troops, convoys", and 
staffs, and are an instrument of demolition and 
demoralization.” * 0£ thi^ varied programme th« 

mo§t important item .is me first. Inffi^f a dozen 
hours an aviator will scan many hundreds of miles 
of country, and if the air is clear, the odds are that 
no important enemy movement will escape his 
notice: He may misjudge it, as the Russian airmen 
misjudged von Hindenburg’s activity befor^ Tan- 
nenbefg, but that is a risk in all reconnaissance, 
aerial or otherwise. , 

tn jjie blue weather of the late summer and 
early autumn the Allied ^rcraft went far afield.* 
The famous French airm’en, Pegoud and Finke,. 
flew 200 miles into German territory. During the 
twenty days previous to loth September the British 
Flying Corps maintained a daily average of more 
than nine reconnaissance flights of over a. hundred 
miles each. Then the only danger came from the 
enemy’s fire. 'The^aviator fldW every now and then 
into a zone of peril, where the bullets iFrom rifles 
and anti-aircraft guns rattled 'on hiS machine and 

* Ui 5 to Jaimary 31, 19x5, according to an ofifiiciai announce- 
ment, the French airmen had undertaken 10,000 r«»nnais- 
sances, which involved i8,tioo hours of' 'flight. „ * v ' • 
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his planes,* and where bursts of shell engendered 
a hundred odd currents.' In such circumstances he 
had to rise to an altitude of some 6,?^oo feet to be 
secure from the enemy. But observation cannot be 
carried on at that height, and he had to descend 
again, picking his way in sharp zigzags. When the 
weather broke in Qctober the work became harder. 
Mists and wLgter gales often made flights impossible ; 
but whenever there was a sporting chance our air- 
men went out, for movements on land do not wait 
on the weather in the clouds. On 15th November, 
for example” it was bifteyly'^cold, and rain fell in 
torrents. “ Nevertheless,” wrote the British “ Eye- 
witness,” “ in spite of all difficulties our aviators 
carried out a successful reconnaissance, observing 
the emplacements of batteries, and searching the 
roads for hostile columns in the midst of a "storm 
of driy^ng snow and sleet.” A pilot, strapped to 
hi 3 seat 5^000 feet in the air during a north-east 
gale, h one of the least protected of God’s creatures. 
JY’et in spite of the imm^ense appearance of fiskpthe 
service was. In results, the least dangerous of all. 
f About a dozen casualties made up the total of the 
British Flying Corps during the ]^st six months of 
war. Just as our seamen, freezing in the North Sea, 
commiserated their unfortunate brothers in the 
trenches,- so an airman was often heard to express 
his shame at being engaged in so secure and well- 
sheltered ap occupation: 

When the campaign became a war of positions 
the most vital duty of aircraft was to detect the 

* An aeroplane can stand a lot of hitting. One* biplane, 
exhibitSl at the Invalides,- had over four hundred wounds, 
which did not completely disable it".. 
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positions of big guns — espepially the howitzers, with 
their ‘high-angle fire, which could be concealed miles 
away behind s* hill. Without such an aid it is dijfB- 
cult to see how hostile artillery could be fairly met. 
The Germans showed in the early days of. the fight- 
ing an extraordinary mastery of this tactical use of 
aircraft, but the AlKes speedily Jearned* thg gaipe, 
and established what the official report calls “ an 
individual ascendency.” Th^ drove back thje re- 
connoitring “ Taubes,” * and themselves performed 
some remarkable feats of intelligence w©rk. At the 
Aisne, and in the first *weeks in Flanders, they* 
locaied the German trenches; and latar,®wheh the 
trench lines were only too well known to both sides, 
they did admirable service in fixing the emplace- 
ments of the big howitzers. Such work was far 
more fisky than long-distance reconnaissance, for 
they had to fly at a low elevationj and they were 
exposed to the fire of the !;nemy, and nof infre- 
quently to that of their own side. Often aif"aero- 
plan« returned from its tr^p to be welcomed by « 
rifle shots from the troops it was safeguarding. 

In this work the most vital task was that of the * 
observer ; the most difficult, too, for, while the pilot 
had the excitement of manipulating his machine, 
the observer sat still to see and to be shot at. British 
observers proved themselves amazingly efficient. 

T hey seemed to have d natqral eye for country, 
and to pick out a iftovemenf as a stalker .picks out 

* One reason for this ascendency, was tlje wature of the « 
German machine, which has the naotor and propeller in front. 

It can thus only fire horizontally, or upwards,* since the wings 
prevent if frorn firing to left or right, and the tail frona.firing 
downwards. A new (J^velopment. is reported, by which a 

rigid gun can fire through -^e propeller. ^ * 
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a stag on a hill which he, has known from childhood. 
The most skilled aviator in the world may not have 
this talent ; it is a gift as specific as*a^turn for rock- 
climbing, and its prevalence among_ our officers may 
perhaps be attributed to the national training in 
field sports. “ Eye-witness ” has well described it. 
“ The t^emperameet ofithe observer,” he wrote, “ is 
of the greatest importance. He must be cool and 
capable of great concentration in order to keep his 
attention fixed upcfti his objective in spite of all 
distractions-?-such as, for instance, the bursts of shell 
'close to him, or the nGif=e 'of rifle bullets passing 
through the 'planes of his machine. He must with- 
stand the temptation to make conjectures, or to thi nk 
that he has seen something when he is not abso- 
lutely certain of the fact, since an error in observing 
or an inaccuracy in reporting may lead to false con- 
clusioRS, and cause infinite harm.” 

c . ^ 

really first-rate observer/V we are told, "must 
possess extensive military faiowledge, in order to know what 
^objects to look for and where to look for them ; he«must have 
very good eyesight in order tp pick them up, and he must have 
the knack of reading a map quickly, both in order to mark 
correctly their positions and to find his way. To reconnoitre 
is not easy even in fine weather ; but iii driving rain or snow, 
in a temperature perhaps several degrees below zero, or in 
a gale, where an aeroplane travelling with the wind rocks 
and sways like a ship in a heavy sea and may attain a speed 
of one hundred and fifty miles: an hour, the difficulties are 
immense. In these circtnnstances, and from the altitude at 
which it is '"necessary to fly in order to escape the projectiles 
^ of anti-aircraft^ guns, columns of transport or of men are 
easily missed. Indeed, at a first attempt, an observer will 
see nothing which" is of military value, for it is only after 
consii^rable practice that the eye becomes accustomed to 
.scounng a great stretch o^ country from above and acquires 
the power of distinguishing objects upon it." 
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Mr. Roosevelt in one of his books defines scout- 
ing as the art of seeing wherein a bit of landscape 
diners from fne ordinary. An old hunter can tell 
that a w^apiti is on a hillside, because he knows the 
normal look of that hillside from long experience, 
and sees in a second the minute difference caused 
by the presence of the deet. Sut this* ejqjerience 
was impossible for our observers. They had never 
cast eyes before from a great elevation upon the 
slag heaps and canals and ciiess-board fields of 
Flanders, or the broad gr^en valleys /)f Oise and 
Aisne. The art had to'befclearned, and an Admirable 
Crichton had to be •produced who cbnabined the 
gifts of a lookout man, a Polar explorer, a Staff- 
College professor, and Patience on a monument. 
After our island fashion we did not know we pos- 
sessed* him till the crisis came. 

The second task of aircraft— destruction of 
enemy troops and materials — had* to take* second 
place so far as the military wing was cond^rned, 
for most aeroplanes were busied With the more urgent* 
duty of reconnaissance. We hear of various inci- 
dental successes by both French and British— an* 
ammunition convoy blown up during the Marne 
battles, bombs dropped on the railway station at 
Freiburg and the airship sheds at Metz, a park of 
transport severely damaged at La Fere, th*e killing 
of artillery horses, the ‘demoiition of rolling stock 
on the railway'at Lkon, the ‘destruction of two food 
trains, the burning of six German aeijoplanes found, 
in one shed. Both French and German aviators 
made use of steel arrows, called fiichettes* dropped 

* The Mchette wa^ shaced likes a modem rifle bul0, with, 
a fluted steel s^em feathery with thin blades. 
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ia batches of five hundred (an aeroplane being able 
to carry a stock of four thousand).^ Such darts 
would undoubtedly have pierced a* man’s skull if 
they had happened to hit him, but the aiming must 
have been, difficult, for we heard of few successes. 
The aircraft of^no army was so organized as to 
be rf:apaljle of greateandr continued damage to troops. 
For that five; times the number of^ machines was 
needed, and a strategy of attack which no General 
Staff had yet elaborated. In this direction, perhaps, 
we may look for the n^ain future development of 
aircraft as a fighting armr. 'in the destruction of 
matenel air aferoplane is hampered by the compara- 
tive smallness and fewness of the bombs it can 
carry. It can neves- work the damage caused by a 
shell from a great howitzer. It must seek out 
places containing delicate structures or explosives— 
gasworks, magazines, airship and aeroplane^ sheds 
— ?or it' is 'of little use a’gainst normal fortifications.* 

TlSfe chief destructive work was done, as we 
«3hould expect, by the naval wing of the Royal'^^'ly- 
ing Corps, on whom fell -no daily duty of reconnais- 
'sance. During the crossing of the British force to 
France the seaplanes had scouted to east and west 
of the Channel, and on 27th August, when Ostend 
was occupied by British marines, a strong squadron 
was sent there. It presently removed its head- 

* It may conceivably be^the weapon of the future against 
submarines. In clear water a submarine can be easily detected 
•from the air, and- Mr. T.. F. Farman thinks it " quite possible 
to invent missiles which, dropped from no great height, would 
nevertheless penetrate the water with sufhcient force to break 
througljjthe shell of a submarine navigating at the depth of 
32 feet,"^ which would be about fhe ireual depth of a sub- 
marine ill the English Channel. r ^ 
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quarters *to Dunkirk,* whence many bold raids and 
reconnaissances were madp. Between 4th and 23rd 
September successful skirmishes of both . 

aeroplanes and armed motor cars took ^ 

place ; and on i6th September, near 
Doullens, Commander C. R. Samson, with a force- 
of armed cars, annihilated an Uhlan patrol. On 
22nd September a naval airjaian. Flight- q.*# 
Lieutenant C. H. Collet, flew zoo miles ^ " ' « 

in misty weather to Dusseldorf, and descen 4 ing to 
a height of 400 feet, dropped»bombs upon tbe air- 
ship shed. His machine jvas hit, birt he returned 
safely. At the same time *two other British airmen 
had visited Cologne* but .the fog was too thick to 
enable them to locate the Zeppelin sheds, and they 
refrained for honourable reSipons from dropping 
bombs upon the civilian part of the city. We do* 
not know the actual damage done at Dusseldorf, 
but the moral effect was great. “ The importance 
of the incident,” ran the Admiralty anisouncemhnt, 

“ lies in the fact that it shows that, in the £?yent of 
fui<ri:i«ff bombs being dropj^ed itito Antwerp or othg: 
Belgian towns, measures of reprisal can certainly be 
adopted.” • 

On 8th October four or five aeroplanes, under 
Squadron-Commander D. A. Spencer Grey, set out 
for Germany. The party divided, .one ^ o 
section making for Dusseldorf and the 
other for Cologne. Af the Jfirst place bombs were 
dropped on fhe airship shhd by Lieutenant Manx, 
and an outburst of flames and the, collapse of the , 
roof showed that their object had been attained. 
The attacking aeroplanes were b’adiy hit, but the 
airmen succeeded in readying the British dimes in - 

Y. • e . 
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safety. The Cologne party circled for some time 
above the city at a heighf of 600 feet, and although 
heavily fired . upon, succeeded in wrecking a large 
part of the military railway station. The boldness 
and skill of these raids deserve the highest praise ; 
and as an instance of the spirit of our naval airmen 
another incident anay be quoted. During some 
patrol work it became necessary to^charfge a pro? 
peller blade. This meant .that the machine must 
descend, but to avoid loss oi time two of the crew 
volunteered to carry out the work in the air. At a 
height of 2,000 feet ,thby completed their task, 
climbing out on the bracket whkh, carried the 
propeller shafting. 

On ist November bombs were dropped by a 
British aviator on Th elt, then the German headu, 
qudifters, which the Emperor had only j. 

just left. Next day, by way of a return, ^ 
the "Germans dropped bombs On Fujrnes, which 
President Poincare was believed to be visitiag. The 
chie£*aerial feat of November was the raid of British 
naval airmen on Rriedricfishafen, the town on the 
Lake of Constance where the Zeppelins are largely 
built. On 2ist. November Commander ^ 

E. F. Briggs, Lieutenant J. T. Babing- 
ton, and Lieutenant S. V. Sippe flew from Belfort, 
250 miles distant, and dropped bombs on the air- 
ship factory and an ac^acent gas factory, which they 
seriously damaged. All three machin^ were hit, 
and that of Commander Briggs was brought down ^ 
through shrapnel bullets striking *his petrol tank, ’ 
and its occupant taken prisoner. • The Cross of the 
Legion of Honour was awarded to the bold, adven- 
turers. • * * 
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In the beginning of December the wild weather 
kept the aeroplanes at home. But on the 20th 
■p. Commander Samson visitdd Brussels, 

uec. 20. Germans had erected airship 

sheds, and dropped bombs on the flying ground at 
Etherbeek, damaging many machines. Four days 
later Squadron-Commander R. B. Davies 
. flev% to the same city, and dropped twelve 

bombs on the airship sheds,' probably destroying a 
Parseval machine. But the great expedition of the 
month came on Christmas Day._ Seven seaplanes 
p. flew early in the jnorning from England, 

an<i rendezvoused at a point described 
as “ in the vicinity of Heligoland.” Thence, es- 
corted by cruisers and submarines, they advanced 
to the Schillig roads off Cixschaven, where some 
German warships were lying. On these and on'the 
shore defences they dropped their bombs, with what 
result it is still un'certain? for the morning fog' was 
dense, hut there is good treason to believe that one 
or more of the Zeppelin sheds were destiKMSed. 
According to arrangement, the r escorting warships 
waited for the return of the airmen, and while so 
doing were sighted from Heligoland and attacked 
by four German seaplanes, two Zeppelins, and 
several submarines. The bombs of the seaplanes 
fell near cur ships, but failed to hit them, and the 
Zeppelins were easily put to*^ flight by the guns of 
the Arethusq and the undaunted. For three hours 
,tiie cruisers maintained their station, and returned 
home after picking up three of the aviators. Three 
others who cam6 back later destroyed their machines, 
to prev^t them falling into the enemy’s hands, and 
’^re taken on board the^ submarines. The fate of 
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the seventh, Flight-Commander F. E. T. Hewlett, 
was for a day or two uncertain, his machine having 
been seen broken and derelict about eight miles 
from Heligoland. He was, however, picked up by 
a Dutch trawler, and returned safely. Lastly — ^to 
bring the record to the end of the first six months 
of war — Squadron-Commander R. B? Davies and 
Flight-Lieutenant R. Peirse on 22i\,d Jailuary* flew 
over the new German ngval base at « 
Zeebrugge, and dropped bo«ibs on the 
artillery and two submarines, one of which they 
destroyed. Commaaid^r 'Davies wa 5 at one titpe 
sjirrounded by seven hostile aeroplajies, ‘but he 
managed to elude them, and returned, slightly 
wounded, to his base. Seldom in history have 
more adventurous deeds been done with fewes 
losSfes than in our air campaign from August to 
January. By this time the German an^i-aircraft 
gun§ were becoming very, formidable, jsspecialiy at 
places like Antwerp, Zeebjrugge, and Ostend, where 
the yj iad frequent practice. 

1 he German aircraft have also a long record of 
destruction. Their pet' invention, the Zeppelia, 
proved, indeed,^ something of a fiasco. It had re- 
vealed itself as a highly delicate and vulnerable 
contrivance in peace time,* and it was not less so 
in war. Stories of the misadventures of the huge 
airships were published daily ; but though perhaps 
half a dozen cases can be ‘authenticated, we must 
be sceptical about most of them. Human nature^ 
believes what it wants to believe — ^a'gift which makes' 
for happiness but not for truth j and just as every 

* Of the tweijty-five constructed, twelve weA totally 
destroyed before the oufeeak of war and one badly dama^d. 
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German aeroplane was a Taube and every howitzer 
a 42 cm. gun, so in the popular mind every German 
airship was a Zeppelin. On i6th Se|)tember the 
British Headquarters stated that the Royah Flying 
Corps, who had been out on reconnaissance every 
day since their arrival in France, had never seen a 
Zeppelin. One — ^No. VIII., the Jargest of all — -was 
brought down byarfiller^ in Alsace on 22nd August, 
when it was flying fron^ Strassburg, and the pieces 
were exhibited in Pa!;is; the same fate befell an- 
other which a few days later was engaged in dropping 
bombs on the 'railway statfon afe Mlawa ; and a third 
seems to have Jbeen captured by the Russians abopit 
6th September, and sent to Petrograd. One may 
have been destroyed at Friedrichshafen and one at 
JDiisseldorf ; but we '^shall not be far wrong if we 
put half a dozen as the outside number of Zeppdins 
which were demolished by the Allies. 

The '^Zeppelins^and ^indeed all the large - air- 
ships — -^were singularly uqhandy weapons, and they 
served a better use as a popular bogey than a^ in - 
sfruments of offence,* though they were undoubtSily 
present at various times af Antwerp, at Nancy, and 
at Warsaw. Far more effective for destruction were 
the German aeroplanes. They dekroyed the rail- 
wa3^ station at Charleroi ; they did considerable exe- 
cution among the French cavalry ; they dropped 
bombs upon Ghent, Ostend, Dunkirk, Calais, Lune- 
ville, Pont-a-Mousson, Nancy, Paris, and Warsaw ; 
and towards the end of October killed over a hundred 

* The special menace of the Zeppelin was believed to be 
the large quantity of explosives it carried, but a French 
expert, Georges Prade, has^proved that on a twelve hours’ 
vcyage a Zeppelin cannot carry moreHhan a ton of bombs. 
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persons close to the headquarters of the Russian 
General Staff. At Hazebrouck in December nine 
British soldiers and five civilians were killed by 
bombs from aircraft, and during January Dunkirk 
suffered severely. In these visitations no precau- 
tions were taken to attack only Objects of military 
significance. Populous streets gnd suburbs in Paris 
and Warsaw were assaulted, for the •distinction be- 
tween soldiers and civilians is a quibble unknown to 
the German doctrine of war. 'A Zeppelin raid upon 
London was the most cherished of German dreams ; 
for on this theory an;^ place which possesses a sin^e 
t»ooper or an antique gun is a fortress, and there- 
fore a legitimate object for destruction. 

Of such a type— aimless frpm a military point of 
view, and useful only as a practice flight and as an* 
inspiration of panic— was the raid upon England on 
19th January. Ten days before a^ fleet of 
aeroplanes, estimated at sixteen, had been 
sighted in the Channel, but the stormy weather drove 
th«i!ii*back from our coasts. The raid of Tuesday, t^je 
19th, seems to hav« beeij carried out by two craft ; 
but whether they were Zeppelins or airships of ad- 
other pattern, or merely big aeroplanes, is not yet 
clear. They reached the coast of Norfolk about 
8.30 in the evening, dropped bombs on Yarmouth, 
and then steered north-west across country towards 
King’s Lynn, dropping bonjbs there, and on several 
villages en rSute, * As the^ are not populous places, 
and by no conceivable definition ^nijitary stations,, 
it is possible that the aim of the invaders was the 
royal residence of Sandringham.* At Yarmouth two 
persons were killed and so/ne damage done prop- 
erty ; at Icing’s LyAn the death-roll was the sariie, 
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but more buildings were iiyured. The accounts of 
eye-witnesses differed widely. Some 4eclared that 
they saw four ships, an account from Holland spoke 
of the return of three, and the German report spoke 
'of them in the plural ; but it is unlikely that there 
were more than Itwo. The view that they were 
Zeppelin^ reks partJy upon the 'general impression 
as to their size, and partly on the weight of the 
bombs dropped. A few weeks later a single aero- 
plane visited the Essex coast and dropped a bomb 
at Colchester,,, the result Jbeing the destruction of a 
child’s perambulator. ‘ 

Destructioii, except irt the special case of gas- 
works, airship sheds, and magazines, must rank at 
present far behind reponnaissance in the tale of the 
“'work of aircraft. But one other task falls to,the 
aviator— the duty of engaging an enemy machine, 
for it has been abundantly proved that the . true 
weapon Of 'offence and 'defence against an attack 
from the air is a counter-attack in the same element. 
Airmen have instructions ^o engage at once a kcSTile 
aeroplane or airship ; and though a duel between a 
Zeppelin and an aeroplane has not yet been wit- 
nessed, almost every day of the war saw a fight 
between two aeroplanes. It is curious that the most 
modern device sjfiould have restored to the cam- 
paign the' old single combat of the Middle Ages 
with both armies looking on. In such duels the 
individual aiscendency or the Allies Brilliantly re- 
- vealed itself. ^ The manoeuvring for position, the 
sudden crack of pistol or rifle, the wounding of the 
pilot or the crippling of the machine, the momen- 
tary disappearance of the- foe into ^ bank of cloud, 
the ever-present possibility of^being dashed to a 
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violent death, make up a tgile of sensations which no 
duello of the,past has ever equalled- The two foes 
struggle to get* the higher position till they are mere 
specks in the heavens, and the upper drives his 
opponent in zigzags and whorls to earth like a* 
hawk circling above a finch. The grim business 
may even have its* humorous aide. In Qeceraber 
there was an encounter between a British and a 
German airman, in which the former emptied his 
pistol at the enemy without atly visible result. He 
then proceeded to take a i;hotograph,^nd the sight 
of the camera drove* the German to incontinenrt 
flight. * • • * 
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The Risk of Invasion — ^The Raid upon Yarmouth — ^The Attack 
on Scarborough, Whitby, «and t^e Hartlepools — Heroism of 
, Territorial Battery — ^Narrow ^Escape of the Invaders— The 
Ge3gman Motive — ^The German Defence — Loss of the Form,id- 
<?.fe/5-~-The'* Battle of 24th January — Sinking of the Bluecher-— 
The Lion damaged — ^The Action broken off— Admiral von 
Ingenohl superseded— Mr. Churchiirs Summary of the Work 
of the Navy — Germany takes Control of all Bread Supplies — 
Britain treats Foodstuffs as Contraband— Arrest of the 
Wilhelmina — Germany's Submarine “ Blockade " — Blockade 
of Germany declared by the Allies — Achievements of German 
Subi^arines. 

T * HE war in northeirn waters now enter s up on 
a singular phase which has no parallel ""Si the 
conflicts of the past. An old dread took 
bodily form, and its embodiment proved farcical. 
Exasperated by failure, Germany yeast from her all 
the ancient etiquette of war, and the result was 
that the law of the sea had to be largely rewritten. 

The snores of Britain sinqe the days of Paul Jones 
had been immune from, serious , hostjile attentions. 
Very properly we regarded our navy as our defence, 
-and paid litth heed to coast fortifications, except at 
important naval stations such as Portsmouth and 
Dover. But the possibility of invasion remained in 
the p<!^ular mind, and was u^ed .as a goad to stir 
us to activity in our spasmodic -fits of natmnal stock- 
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taking. Invasion on the grand scale was admittedly 
out of the question so long as our fleets held the 
sea ; but a raid in the fog of a winter’s night was 
conceivable, and became a favourite theme of ro- 
mancers and propagandists. When the war broke 
out the menace t»ras seriously regarded by the Gov- 
ernment, afid during October and November, when 
the^ German ^ns across the Channel were almost 
within hearing of our southern ports, steps were 
taken to protect our«eastern coast-line. We needed 
every atom of our strength for the great Flanders 
struggle, and if a raiding pafty succeeded in occu- 
pying«.a strj^tch of shore,, the necessity of dislodging 
him might gravely handicap our major strategy. 
Accordingly Yeomatuy and Territorials entrenched 
themselves in the Eastern counties, and had the 
dullness of their days enlivened by many ruroburs. 
Civilians, remembering the awful warning of a 
reeent popular 'dramaf were perturbed by the 
thought of how they should conduct themselves if 
their homes were violated, and there was.--»»uch 
activity in the formation of nastional guards, and a 
rfionsiderable increase in recruiting for the new service 
armies. . 

Late on the afternoon of 2nd November, eight 
German warships sailed from the Elbe base. They 
» were three battle cruisers, the iSeydfe, 
the Molikey and 'the V(m der Tarn ; two 
armoured cmisers, HsxtBUuecher and tlfe Yorck ; and 
Ihree light "cruisers, the Kolberg, the Graudenz, and 
'the Strassburg^ Except the Forc^, they were fast 
vessels, making at least 25 knots, and the battle 
cruisegs carried ii-inch guns. Cleared for action, 
they started for the coast of England, and early in 
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the winter dawn ran through the nets of a British 
fishing fl:eet e^ght miles east of Lowestoft. old 
coast police boat, the Halcyon, was next sighted, 
and received a few shots, but the Germans had no 
time to waste on her. About eight o’clock they 
were opposite Yarmouth, and proteeded to bom- 
bard the wireless station and th^ naval' air station 
from a distance of about ten miles. Fqy some reason 
still unknown they weretafraid to venture farther in- 
shore — -probably they took then* range from a line of 
buoys marked on the chart, and did not know that after 
the declaration of war these buoys had been moved 50a 
ya»ds farther out to s^ — so.their shells onjy ploughed 
the sands and plumped in the water. In a quarter 
of an hour they grew tired of i^, and moved away, 
dropping many fioating mines, which later in the 
day caused the loss of one of our submarines and 
two fishing-boats. The enterprise was itplucky, 
for on the road back the Y'orck st'ruck a. mine and 
went fo the bottom with mast of her crew. 

4 ikeraid was a reconnaissance, and a blow aimed 
at the sang-froid of Britain. The latter purpos^ 
miscarried, for nobody in Britain gave it a second' 
thought. To bombard the beach front of a water- 
ing-place seemed a paltry achievement. It would 
have been wiser had the authorities taken it more 
seriously, and issued instructions to civilians as to 
what to do in case of a 'repetition of such attempts. 
For, having fbtmd the way, the invader^ were cer- 
tain to return. . 

They came again on 1 6th December, when a' 
thick, cold mist lay low on our Easfern , 

coasts. Von Spee and his squadron had ' 

gone to thejr death atthe F^land Islands, and Ger*- 


78 HISTORY OF T|IE WAR. , 

many was fired with a passion of revenge. Espion- 
age had been rampant, for somehow she seemed to 
have learned not only the navigation of the York- 
shire coast and the topography of the coast towns, 
but the way through the British minefields and our 
own naval dispositions at the moment. The com- 
position of the raic^ng force, which was under Rear- 
AdmiraF Fuqke, the second in command of the 
battle-cruiser squadron, is ^lot yet clear ; but it is 
almost certain that k included the Derfflinger, tht 
newest of the battle cruisers, and the Von der Tann. 
The Bluecher was there be^’ond doubt, and the 
other « two , may have bpen the Seydlitz znd the 
Graudenz. There were also at least two light 
cruisers present. Bpfore daybreak on the i6th the 
squadron arrived off the mouth of the Tees , an d 
there divided its forces. The Derfflingery the Von 
der Ta^n, and probably the Bluecher, went north to 
raid thC'^Efertlepdols, aiid the other two went south 
against Scarborough. 

A few minutes befor^ eight o’clock those «aM^ns 
'of Scarborough who were out of bed saw approach- 
ing from the north four strange ships, it was a 
still morning, with what is called ip Scotland a haar 
on the water, and something of a sea running, for 
the last days had been stormy. Scarborough was 
entirely -without defences, except an old Russian 
6o-pounder, a Crimean relfc, which was as useful 
as the fliqj: arrowheads' in the local* museum. It 
^had once be^n a garrison artillery depot, and had a 
battery below *the Castle, but Lord Haldane had 
altered, this arid 'made it a cavalry station. Some 
troop% of the new service battalions were quartered 
ia the place, and there was a tireless stajiion behind 
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the town. Otherwise it was an open seaside resort, 
as defenceless against ad attack from the sea, as a 
seal against a killer-whale. f 

The ships poured shells into Ihe coastguard 
station and the Castle grounds, where they seemed 
to suspect the presence of hostile batteries. Then 
they steampd in front of the town, approaching to 
some fibre hundred yards from the shore. Here 
they proceeded to a systematic bombardment, aim- 
ing at every large olnA:t within sight, including the 
Grand Hotel and tl^ gasworks, while many shells 
were directed towards the wa|:erworks and the wire- 
less station in the western suburbs. Churches, 
public buildings, and hospitals were hit, and lafge 
areas of private houses were wrecked. For forty 
minutes the bombardment continued, and it is cal- 
culated that five hundred shells were fired. Mid- 
way in their course the ships swung round and 
b^an ^o move northwards again, while the light 
cruisers^ w“ent out to sea and began the work of 
mine-dropping. The streets were crowded with 
puzzled and scared inhabitants, for they hadlulYin- 
structions what to do, and, as in every watering- 
"place, there was a large proportion of old people, 
women, and invalids.. At a quarter to nine all was 
over, and the hulls of the invaders were disappear- 
ing round the Castle promontory. They left behind 
them eighteen dead, mostly women and children, 
and about seventy wounded. ^ 

About Cline o’clock "the coastguard at Whitby, 
-'the little town^on the cliffs north of Scarborough, 
saw two great ships steaming up fast from the south. 
Ten minutes later the newcomers opened fire on the 
sjignaPstation on the cliff head.^ Several dozen shells 



RAIDS AND BLOCKADES. 8i 

were fired in a few minute^, many striking the cliff, 
and -others going too high and falling behind the 
railway statioft.^^ Some actually went four miles in- 
land, and awakened a sleepy little village. The old 
Abbey of Hilda and Caedmon was struck but not . 
seriously damaged; and on the whole, considering 
the number of shells it received, "i^hitby suffered 
little. The casualties were onlf five^ three killed 
and two wounded. The invaders turned north- 
eastward and disappeared intp the haze, to join 
their other division. 

That other division had* visited the»Hartlepools, 
the only town of, the tnree which came n^ar to" 
fulfilling the definition of S fortified plate. It had 
a small fort, with a battery of small, antiquated guns- 
It had important docks and largS shipbuilding works, , 
which were busy at the time on Government orders, 
and some companies of the new service battalions 
were billeted in the town. ^Off the shore wa^ lying 
a small British flotilla — a gunboat, the Palrol, carry- 
ing ,^inch guns, and two d*estrpyers, the Boon and 
th&^tidrdy. ^ • n. 

About the same time ‘as the bombardment of, 
Scarborough began, the Derfflinger, the Von der 
Tann, and the Blhecher came out of the mist upon 
the British flotilla and opened fire. The action took 
place on the north side of the peninsula qp which 
Old Hartlepool stands.. With great gallantry the 
small British praft tried to. dose and torpedo the 
invaders, but they were driven back \^th half a 
dozen killed and twenty-five wounded, and their ' 
only course was flight. The German ships ap- 
proached the shore and fired on the battery. 

Then began the fii;pt fight on English soil •mth a 

V. • * 6 
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foreign foe since the French landed in Sussex in 
1690-— the first on British soil since the fight at 
Fishguard in 1797. The achievement deserves to 
be remembered. The battery was commanded by 
Lieutenant-Colonel Robson, a Territorial officer, and 
consisted of some Territorials of the Durham Royal 
Garrison Artillery and some infantry of the Durhams. 
Th'e i2''inch^sheffi5 of the Derfflinger burst in and 
around the battery, but the. men stood to their out- 
classed guns without,wavering, and aimed with some 
success at the upper decks of the invaders. For 
more than half an hour a furious cannonade con- 
tinued, in which some 1,500- shells seem to have 
been fired.* One ship kept close to the battery, and 
gave it broadside after broadside ; the other two 
moved farther north, and shelled Old Hartlepool, 
and fired over the peninsula at West HartlepooiTKld 
the docks. The streets of the old town suffered 
terribl^^,^ the gasworks were destroyed, and one of 
the big 'shipbuilding yayds damaged, but the- docks 
and the other yards- were not touched. Churches, 
diospitals, workhouses, £nd schools were all sSuck. 
.Little children going to school and babies in their 
mothers’ arms were killed. The total death-roll 
was 1 19, and the wounded over ^oo ; six hundred 
houses were damaged or destroyed, and three 
steamers^ that night struck the mines which the 
invaders had laid off the -shore, and went down 
with much loss of life." ^ - 

The sphrit in which the inhabitants of the raided 
towns met thfe crisis was worthy of the highest praise. 
There was dire confusion — ^for nobody had been told 
what to do, ; there was some panic— it would have 
been “a miracle if there “had not been ; but on the 
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whole the situation was i^et with ‘admirable cool- 
ness' and coufage. The authorities, as soon as the 
last shots were fired, turned to the work of relief ; 
the Territorials in Hartlepool behaved like veterans 
both during and after the bombardment ; the girls - 
in the Hartlepool Telephone Exchange worked 
steadily through the cannonade; end* there ’^yere 
many instances of heroism on the part ys^f the^children 
who suffered so terriblyt It should be remembered 
that we cannot compare this* attack on the East 
Coast towns with the assaults in a land war on 
some city in the battle* front. In tSe latter case 
the mind of the inhabitants has been .attuned for 
weeks to danger, and preparations have been made 
for defence. But here the bol^came from the blue, 
the narrow, crowded streets of Old Hartlepool were 
a*'(l&th-trap, and the ordinary citizen was plunged 
in a second from profound peace into the mi^st of a 
nerve-racking and unexpected war*. , . <• 

Somewhere between nine and ten on that De- 
cewfber morning the Gerrnan vessels rendezvoused 
and started on their homeward course. They 
escaped only by the skin of their teeth. Before the 
first shell was fire.d word of the attempt had reached 
the British Grand Fleet. Somewhere out in the 
haar two battle-cruiser squadrons were moving to 
intercept the raiders, and behind came half a dozen 
of the great battleships. But for an accident of 
weather the German battle-cruiser squadron would 
have gone to the bottom of the NortlT Sea. But...^ 
the morning haar thickened, till a* series of blind 
fog-belts stretched for a hundred rfiiles east from 
our shores. No dispatch has yet told the tale of 
that lamentable iffisc^riage* which was due solely tq 
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the weather, and not to f'ny lack of skill and enter- 
prise on the part of our admirals. ,, Our Second 
Battle- Cruiser Squadron actually came within view 
of the enemy at a distance of eight miles, and the 
- sight of it deflected the German course. Then, 
just as the trap*^ seemed about to close, the fog 
thickened, Speed had to be reduced, and Admiral 
Funke slipped through. There is reason to believe 
that in the flight the Von der Tann rammed one of 
the light cruisers and'damaged her own bows. With 
this slight misadventure^ the raiders returned safely 
to the Heligoland base, tcr bfe welcomed with Iron 
Crosses and newspaper eulogibs un this new proof 
of German valour. 

On that same d^y the Admiralty issued a mes- 
-- sage pointing out that “ demonstrations of this chac - 
acter against unfortified towns or commercial ports, 
thoughj.not difiicult to accomplish provided that a 
certain amount of risk '•is accepted, are devoid of 
military significance.” r“ They must not,” it was 
^dded, “ be allowed to^ modify the general«f<*4aval 
"policy which is being pursued.”^ The first, perhaps, 
■was a pardonable over-statement, unless we interpret 
the word “ military ” in a narrow sense. These 
raids had a very serious military and naval purpose, 
which it is well to recognize. The German aim 
was to create such a panic in civilian England as 
would prevent the dispiatcH of the new armies to 
the Continent, and to compel Sir Johh Jellicoe and 
the Grand l^leet to move his base nearer the East 
Coast, and undertake the duties of coast protection. 
The first was defeated by the excellent spirit with 
whichv England accepted the disaster. No voice 
Was raised to clamour for the pse of the new armies 
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as a garrison for our seaboard.* The second, 
though at first there was «ome natural indignation 
on the threat^^ed coast and a few foolish speeches 
and newspaper’articles, had no chance of succeeding. 

In vain is the net spread in sight of the bird. The^ 
only result was that more strmgeat measures were' 
taken to prevent espionage, that civilians were at 
last given some simple emergeilcy directians, 'and 
that recruiting received, the best possible advertise- 
ment. , 

Germany made much of the exploit, till she dis- 
covered that neutral, nations, especially America, 
were seriously scandalized, and then she tgok to 
lame explanations. Scarbbrough had "been bom- 
barded because it had a wireless station, Whitby 
because it had a naval signa? station, Hartlepool ^ 
btcause it had a little fort. The defence was one 
of those curious quibbles in which Germany de- 
lights. Technically she cojiild make out a "‘sort, of 
case, and Hartlepool might fairly be saicf to have 
come within the category of a defended place. It is 
true that the fortifications* were lamentably inade** 
quate, but she might retort that that was our busi-; 
ness, not hers. But the real answer is that she did 
not aim at the destruction of military and naval 
accessories, except as an afterthought. The sea- 
front of Scarborough and streets of Old I|artlepool 
were bombarded not because they were in the line 
of fire against a fort or a, wireless station, but for 
their own sakes — because they contained'^ multitude 
of people who could be killed or terrorized. Ger-~- 
man espionage is wonderful and. German informa- 
tion good. If Germany had the exact plans of 
the coast ports a«d pf their condition at th^time, 
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as she certainly had, sh(4 knew very well how far 
they were from being fortified towns or military 
and naval bases. She selected them just because 
they were open towns, for “ frightfulness ” there 
_ would have far greater moral effects upon the 
nation than if it -had been directed against Harwich 
or Dover, where i|_ might be regarded as one of the 
iiatural risks of war. Her performance was a breach 
not of a technicality but oS the unwritten conven- 
tions of honourable ^campaigning.* The slaughter 
of civilians to produce an impression is one of those 
things repellent to any man tl-ained in the etiquette 
of a great service. The Geiman navy has been 
justly admired, but it was beginning to show its 
parvenu origin. Individual sailors might conduct 
themselves like gentlemen, but there was no bind- 
ing tradition of gentility in the service, and, as in 
the army, those at the head disliked and repudiated 
any suc^j ^weakness. The last word is with the 
Mayor of Scarborough.^^ “ Some newcomers,” he 
wrote, “ into honourable professions learn thejarkks 
Ijefore the traditions.” 

The British casualties by sea^ apart from the 
losses in battle which have been described in an 



* Military proceedings are not regulated solely by the 
stipulations of international law.^ There are other factors— 
conscience, good sense. A ^ense of the duties which the prin- 
ciples of humanity impose will be the surest guide for the 
conduct of seamen, and will constitute the most efiectuai 
safeguard against abuse. The officers of the German Navy 
— say it with ^phasis— will always fulfil in the strictest 
manner duties which flow from the unwritten law of humanity 
and ciwlization."— Baron Marsehall von Bieberstein at the 
Hague Conference, X907. I 
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earlier chapter, were not’ serious ‘during the last 
two 'months of the year, ‘but on the first day of 
1915 there Ws a grave misfortune, 

On the 31st of December eight vessels • a • 
of the Channel Fleet left Sheerness, and about, 
three o’clock on the morning o^ ist January, in 
bright moonlight, the eight wer^steering in si9.gle 
line at a moderate speed near the Start Lighthouse. 
There seems to have been no screen of ^ ^ 

destroyers, and the situation invited an ' ’ 

attack from submarines, several of which " £’ 
had been reported in these' waters. The last of the 
linp was the Formidable, , Captain Loxley, a pre- 
Dreadnought of 15,000 tons, and a sister ship to 
the Bulwark, which had been blown up at Sheerness 
on 26th November. Some time after three she was 
struck by two torpedoes, and went down. Four 
boats were launched, one of which capsized, and 
out of a crew of some 800 only* 201 vsiere saved. 
Captain Loxley, one of th£ ablest of our younger 
sailprs, went down with his ship. The rescue of 
part of the crew was due to the courage and good* 
seamanship of Captain William Pillar, of the Brixton? 
trawler Providence, who in heavy weather managed 
to take the inmates of the F(yrrniaable’s cuttov aboard 
his vessel. For this fine performance he was given 
a commission in the Royal Naw, and decorated by 
the Kii^, who, speaking as a^ sailor, said : “ I realize 
how difficult •your task must have beenj, because I 
know myself how arduous it is to gybe a vessel in a _ 
heavy gale.” The misfortune showed that the lesson 
of the loss of the Cressy, Hogue, -anA AbouMr had 
been imperfectly learned. For eight battleships to 
move slowly in •line; on ^ moonlit night in sub^ 
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marine-infested waters without destroyers was simply 
to court destruction. r 

Early on the morning of Sunday, 24th January, 
Rear-Admiral Hipper, who commanded the German 
_ ~ Battle-Cruiser Squadron, left Wilhelms- 

jan. 4. a strong force to rraeat the 

exploits of Admiral Funke. The Von der Tarn was 
still undergoing repairs, but he had with him the 
Seydlitz, in which he-flew^his flag, the Moltkcy th.t 
Derffiinger, the Bluesher, six light cruisers, one of 
which was the Kolberg, and a destroyer flotilla. To 
recapitulate Their strengths 1' the Derffiinger had 
26,20© ton$, a speed of nearl^’ 27 knots, an armour 
belt of 12 inches, and eight 12-inch guns ; the 
Seydlitz had 24,6005 tons, the same speed, and ten 
^ 1 1 -inch guns; the Moltke had 22,640 tons, 25 
knots, and ten ii-inch guns; the Blnecher had 
1 5,550^ tons, 24 knots, and twelve 8.2-inch guns. 
Before starting AdmiralTIipper took certain precau- 
tions. He enlarged the-mine field north of Heligo- 
land, and north of it ^concentrated a submamne 
Tdotilla, while he arranged for- Zeppelins and sea- 
’planes to come out from 'the island in certain con- 
tingencies. It is impossible to dogmatize as to the 
purpose of his movements. It has been suggested 
that he hoped to get one or more of his battle cruisers 
round the north end of Scotland to attack the sea 
highroads of British commerce. He may have in- 
tended a new raid on our eastern coasts — ^the Tyne, 
^ perhaps, of the Forth. But, judging from his prep- 
arations and his subsequent tactics, it is likely that 
his main motive, assuming that he encountered 
part 43 f the British fleet, was to retire and fight 
a running action, and'^enticp ofir vessels within 
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reach of his submarines* or the Heligoland mine 
field. 

The same, morning the British Battle-Cruiser 
Squadron, under Vice-Admiral Sir David Beatty, 
put to sea. Probably some hint of the Germai]. 
preparations had reached the Admiralty, and de- 
velopments were anticipated. !y^e,flew his fla^ in 
the Lion — Captain A. S. M. Chatfie|d — a. ’vessel of 
26,350 tons, nearly aq.knots, and an armament of 
eight 13.5-inch guns. With Jhim sailed five other 
battle cruisers: the Tiger — Captain Henry P§lly— - 
28,000 tons, 28 knots, .eight 13.5-indh guns; _the 
Princess Royal — Captain , Osmond Brock-— a sister 
ship of.the Lion ; the New Zealand — Captain Lionel 
Halsey — 18,800 tons, 25 knots, and eight 12-inch 
guns ; the Indomitahle — Captain Francis Kennedy , 
— a sister ship of the Invincible and Infleodble, which 
were in the battle of the Falkland Islands. With 
the battle cruisers went four cruisers of tJis,*' town ” 
class-'-the Southampton, the Nottingham, the Bir- 
mingham, and the Lowestoft ; ‘three light cruisers — 
the Arethusa, the Aurora,*and the Undaunted — anut 
destroyer flotillas, under* Commander Reginald Y% 
Tyrwhitt. Adrajral Beatty’s squadron completely 
outclassed Admiral Hipper’s both in numbers, pace, 
and weight of fire, and the Germans were heavily 
handicapped by the presence of the Bluecher, whose 
low speed of only 24 knots marked her out as a pre- 
destined prey. . * 

The night of Saturday, the 23rd, had'been foggy,, 
and the destroyers, scouting east 'of the Dogger 
Bank, had a difficult time. Sunday* morning, how- 
ever, dawned clear and sharp, for the win,d had 
changed to the north-east* and swept the mist from 
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the seas. About seven o'fclock the Aurora, Captain 
Wilmot Nicholson, sighted the Germans off the 
Dogger Bank, signalled . the news to 
1 am. Admiral Beatty, and presently opened 
fire. Admiral Beatty steered to the direction of the 
flashes, and Admiral Hipper, who had been moving 
north-west, promptly turned round and took a course 
to the sotith-eg^st. This sudden flight, when he could 
not have been informed-,of the enemy’s strength, sug- 
gests that the Germancadmiral’s main purpose was to 
lure cpr vessels to the dangerous Heligoland area. 

About eiglit o’clock thg situation was as fol- 
lows : ithe Germans were moving .south-east in line, 
with the Moltke leading, followed, by the 
Seydlitz, Derfflinger, and Bluecher, with 
. the destroyers on their starboard beam, and the 
light cruisers ahead. Close upon them were the 
British destroyers and light cruisers, who presently 
crossed^ 0^. the port sick to prevent their smoke 
from spoiling the marksmanship of the larger vessels. 
Our battle cruisers did not follow directly behind, 
But, in order to avoid the mines which the enemy 
was certain to drop, kept" on a parallel course to 
the westward. The Lion led, followed by the Tiger, 
the Princess Royal, the New Zealand, and the In- 
domitahle. What followed was an extraordinary 
tribute to«the engineers. The first three ships could 
easily be worked up to 30 knots, but the last two, 
which had normally only. 25 knots, wesre so strenu- 
_^ously driven that they managed to keep in line. 
Our leading ships had the pace of the Germans, 
and no one of oUr squadron was seriously outclassed, 
while jthe unfortunate Bluecher, on the other hand, 
was bound to drop behind. ^ 
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Fourteen miles at first separated us from the 
enemy, and by nine o’cldck we were within iij 
miles of the Isist ship. The Lion fired ^ ^ 
a ranging shot which fell short, but soon " 
after nine, when the squadrons were ten miles apart, ^ 
she got her first blow home on Mie Bluecher. As 
our line began to draw level the oontinued to 
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attack the Bluecher, while the Lion attended to the 
Derfflinger. At 9.30 the Bluecher had , 
fallen so much astern that she came 
within range«of the guns of the New Zealand, and 
the Lion and the Tiger were busy with’the leading 
German ship, the SeydUtz, while the Trincess Royal 
attacked the Derfflinger. The Molike, first in the 
line, seems to have got off lightly, because of the 
smoke which ohflscu^d thfe range. Our destroyers 
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and light cruisers had dropped behind, but pres- 
ently, when the German' destroyers threatened, the 
Meteor and “ M ” division, under Captain the Hon. 
Herbert Meade, went ahead and took up a position 
of great danger in the very thick of the firing. 

The British gfinnery was precise, shell after shell 
hitting a pin-point ten miles o|f — ^ pin-point, too, 
moving rat over'^tlurty miles an hour. It was not a 
broadside action, for the s^jips at which we aimed 
were stern-on. At first sight this looks like a dis- 
advantage, but in practice it has been found to give 
the tfest results, and that for-? a simple reason. To 
get the line is an easy matten-; the difficulty is^to 
get the rigiat elevation. ' In a broadside action a 
shell which is too high falls harmlessly beyond the 
vessel, because the target is only the narrow width 
of the deck. But in a stern-on fight the target is 
the whole length of the vessel, 600 feet and more, 
instead' of 90. , ^ 

" By eleven o’clock iht^Seydlitz and the Derffinger 
were on fire. The JBluecher hzd fallen behind^ in 
flames, and Was beijng battered by the 
New Zealand and the Indomitable. An 
hour later the Meteor torpedoed her, and she began 
to sink. The crew lined up on" deck, ready for 
death, and it was only the shouts of the 
^ Arethusa that made them jump into 
the water. With a cheer they went overboard, and 
none too soon, for presently the Bhgecher turned 
turtle and "floated bottom upwards. Our boats 
■ rescued over <120 of the swimmers, and would have 
saved more had not some German aircraft from 
Heligoland dropped bombs upon the rescue parties 
and Kiled several German sailors. The airmen 



cover of their smoke the Germans made a half turn 
to the north, and increased the distance. -•Admiral 
Beatty promptly altered h^^ course to conform. 
The destroyers then attacked us at clo^ quarters, 
hoping to torpedo, but the 4-inch gups amidships 
on the battle cruisers drove them off. Presently 
submarines were sighted, and Admiral Beatty him- 
self saw a periscope on the starboard bow the 
Lion. Th§ flagship ^t this time was much under 
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fire, but suffered remarkably little damage. At 
'll am minutes past eleven, however, as 

* ■ ■ her bow lifted from th-e water it was 

struck by a shell which damaged the feed tank. 
_ She had to reduce her speed, and fell out of the 
line. ^ 

This acciden%,had unfortunate effects on the 
battle, Whick up to now had been going strongly 
in the British favour. ^ Admiral Beatty had to trans- 
fer his flag to the destroyer Attack, and the charge 
of pursuing battle cruisers passed to the next 
senior office/, Rear-Adnairal Moore, whose flag flew 
in the- New Zealand. Tfie LiOn moved away to the 
north-west, and in the afternoon her engines began 
to give serious trouble. The Indomitable, released 
^ by the sinking of the Bluecher, took her in tow, and 
after some anxious hours she was brought safely 
into an English port. 

/ The ^tack followed' hard on the battle cruisers, 
but it was not till twenty minutes past twelve that 
she overtook the Princess Royal, to which 
.—12.20 p.m. Beafty transferred his flag. He 

-found that the squadron' had broken off the fight 
and were retiring. The reasons Ayhich led Admiral 
Moore to this step have not yet been given to the 
v/orld. According to the German report, which 
there is -no cause to distrust, the British squadron 
at the moment of turning Was seventy miles from 
Heligoland and probabfy-at least forty Trom the new 
mine field"^ which Admiral Hipper had laid. Ad- 
miral Moore' had to make a momentous and most 
difficult decisidn, and verdict upon its wisdom 
would be premature. The consequence was that 
wtet might hav^ be^q a cfushing victory w;as changed 
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afterwards removed from 'the command of the High 
Sea Fleet, and his place taken by Admiral von Pohl. 

Three weeks later the British Firsf Lord of the 
Admiralty made a statement in the House of Com- 
mons which summed up the work of the navy, and 
drew the attention of the nation to the lesson of 
the North Sea ac^n — ^the power of the great guns, 
the '' excellenoe oi British gunnery, the immense 
advantage of speed. Trong. a speech of extraor- 
dinary interest we take one quotation : — 

great merit of Admiral Sir David Beatty's action 
is that it shows^ us and the worM lh.at there is at present no 
reason io assume that ship for ship, gpn for gun, and man 
for man we Cannot give a very good account of ourselves. 
It shows that at five to four in representative ships— because 
the quality of the ships on either side is a very fair representa- 
- tion of the relative qualities of the lines of battle— the Ger- 
mans do not think it prudent to engage, that they accepted 
without doubt or hesitation their inferiority, that they thought 
only of'^ght as our^men thought only of pursuit, and that 
they were-^se in tlie view they took, and that if they had 
taken any other view they would unquestionably ha^e been 
destroyed. That is ther cruel fact, and no falsehood — and 
'^many have been issued — ^ncT endeavour to sink by official 
communiques vessels they could not stay to sink in war — will 
"obscure that cruel fact. When, if ever, the great fleet sets 
out for the general battle, we shall hope to bring into the 
line a preponderance not only in quality, but in numbers, 
which will not be five to four, but will be something consider- 
ably greater than that. Therefore we may consider this extra 
margin as^" an additional insurange against unexpected losses 
by mine and submarine, such as may at any moment occur 
in the preliminaries of a great sea battle. /^ It is for these 
important reasons of test and trial that we must regard this 
action of the Dogger Bank as an important, and I think I may 
say satisfactory, ^event. The losses of the navy, although 
small compared to the sacrifices of the army, have been heavy. 
We have lost, mainly by submarines, the lives of 3,500 officers 
and men, and we have killed, mainly by gun fire, an equal 
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number, which is, of course, a much larger proportion of the 
German forces engaged. We have also taken in sea fighting 
82 officers and 934 men prisoners of war. No British naval 
prisoners of war have been taken in fighting' at sea by the 
Germans. When they had the inchnation they had not the 
opportunity, and when they had the opportunity they had' 
not the inclination. For the loss of these British lives we 
have lived through six jnonths of this^ar saMy and even 
prosperously. We have established for the tiijie beiiTg a com- 
mand of the sea such as we had never expected, such as we 
have never known, and suAr as bur ancestors have never 
known at any other period of our history.” 


In the concluding* Words of his speech^ Mr. 
Churchill adumbrated the* possibility of further 
naval pressure against an enemy “ which, as a 
matter of deliberate policy, places herself outside 
al^ international obligations.” He referred espe- 
cially to the imports of food, hitherto unhindered, 
and his prognostication was soon verified. * 

From the beginning of the struggle merchandise 
which Was not contraband of war had been allowed 
to pass into Germany in neutraf vessels. « ^ 

But on the 26th of January the German 
Government announced their intention of seizing all 
stocks of corn and flour, and forbade all private 
transactions as from that morning. This meant 
that grain had become a munition of war^ for it 
was no longer possible tp distinguish between im- 
ports for the civilian population and for the army 
in the field. Accordingly the British Government 
had to revise its practice. The Ameriaan steamer 
Wilhelmina, laden with a cargo of f(jod-stufFs for 
Germany, was stopped at Falmouth, and the case 
referred to the Prke Courts., In this policy Britain 
did not dep^ from the traditional principles of 
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international practice. She did not propose to 
seize non-contraband goods in neutral vessels.’ All 
that happened was that certain goods, which are 
normally non-contraband, were now made contra- 
■band by the action of Germany. 

The economfc and legal bearing of these events 
will be, dilciissed-; in a later chapter. Here it is 
sufficient to" note the actual consequences. Ger- 
many, much perturbed by the unforeseen results of 
her declaration, attempted to modify it by announ- 
cinf^that imports of food would not be used for 
military purposes ; but suflh a declaration could not 
be aCcepte-d by Britain, for it was not possible 
in practice. Then in a fit of fury Germany took 
the bold step of declaring war against all British 
merchandise — war which would follow none of the 
old rules, for it would be conducted by submarines, 
who had no facUities, even if they had the disposi- 
tion, to^escue the crews. She further announced 
that from i8th February onward the waters -around 
^ the British Isles would „be considered a war region, 
and that any enemy merchant vessels found there 
' “ would be destroyed without its always being pos- 
sible to warn the crew or passengers of the dangers 
threatening,” The sea passage north of the Shet- 
lands and the coastal waters of the Netherlands were 
declared to be exempt frorn this menace. 

The “ blockade of Britain was not really a 
blockade in any technical sense. Germany merely 
specified certain tracts of water in which she pro- 
posed to commit acts which were forbidden by 
every code of naval warfare. In 1806 Napoleon 
had 4 ssued an earlier Berlin Decree, in which he pro- 
claimed the British Isle’s to bft in ‘a statq. of blockade. 
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He could not enforce it, and British trade, so far 
from- suffering, actually increased in the ensuing 
years. But Napoleon, though he used the word 
“ blockade improperly, sought his purpose by 
means which were not repugnant ^to the ethics of- 
civilized war. Germany, utterly incapable of a real 
blockade, could only, succeed by jettisoning her last 
remnants of decency. An inferior bor^cer may get 
an advantage over a str®ng opponent if he gouges 
out his eyes. • 

The German announcement not unnaturally>-^ve 
serious concern to nCuk-af nations, especially to 
America. Germany had warned them , ^ 

that neutral ships might perish in the 
general holocaust, and their anjfiety was increased 
by an incident which happened on 6th February. 
The Cunarder Lusitania, which had a number of 
Americans on board, arrived at Liverpool flyiiag thp 
American flag. Such a us« in efnergencies is a 
recognized practice of war'.— one of Paul Jones’s 
lieutenants passed successfully through the British 
Channel Fleet by hoisting British colours — -and the 
British Foreign Office waS justified in defending 
the custom. But ^clearly if it was made habitual 
it would greatly increase the risks of neutrals, and 
America had some grounds for her request that it 
should not be used “ frequently and delibersrtely.” 

The next step of the’ British Goverrunent was 
to close absolutely to all ships of all n^ions the 
greater part of the North Channel lead- i. 
ing from the Atlantic to the Irish Sea.’ 

Then on ist March Mr. Asquith announced in the 
House of Commons that the Allies held themselves 
free to detain and i:akq; into •port all ships carrying 
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goods of presurfted enemy origin, ownership, or des- 
tination. No neutral vessel which sailed from a Ger- 
man port after ist March would be allowed to pro- 
ceed, and no vessel after that date would be suffered 
.^to sail to any German port. It was not proposed 
to confiscate such vessels or their contents ; but 
th&y would be;, djetained. Such an announcement 
implied the "strict blockade of Germany, and w'as 
defended by Mr. Asquith not as a fulfilment of, but 
as a departure from, -international law upon the sub- 
jecfer-^ It was, in his view, a legitimate retaliation 
against a foe which had broken not only every in- 
ternational, rule but every moral -obligation. Clearly 
it could not be an “ effective ” blockade in the 
strictest sense, ancj this we shall consider later. 
But here it may be noted that it was at least as 
effective as the blockade proclaimed by the North 
hj th^, American Civil War, when a highly-indented 
eoast-line, of 3,000 miles was watched by only 
twelve ships. * 

Before i8th Februaipi', the day of destiny, Ger- 
man submarines had been busy against our mer- 


By 24th February tl^y had sunk seven more, by 
loth March another four, by 17th March another 
eight, by 24th March another three, by 31st March 
another three. If we take the total arrivals and 
sailings of oversea steamers of all nationalities above 
30o,tons to and from ports in the United Kingdom 
during that period, we shalj fifid that the losses 


P T o chantmen. They had succeeded from 
^eo. in begirming of the year in sinking 

March 2 , 1 - and they had been wholly un- 

scrupulous in their proceedings, as was proved by 
the attack off Havre upon the hospital ship Asturias. 
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work out at about three^ per thousand. _ It was 
not a brilliani: achievement. The mountain which 
had been in ’travail with awesome possibilities 
brought forth an inconsiderable mouse. The 
“ blockade ” hindered the sailing of scarcely a* 
British ship. It did not raise the price of any 
necessary by a farthing. But it-^effectiyel}; rukied 
what was left of Germany’s reputation in the ey^s 
of the civilized world, and it increased, if increase 
were needed, the determinatibn of the Allies to 
make an end of this crazy ,internatioi^l anardiism. 
Some of the commanders of the German sub- 
marines— notably Captain .von Weddigen, tvlfo lost 
his life-v-went about the business as decently as their 
orders allowed. Others, such ae the miscreant who 
s&nk the Falaba, torpedoed the vessel before the 
passengers were in the boats, and jeered at the 
drowning. In the German navy, as in the German 
army, humanity depended nipon £he idiceyncrasies 
of individual commanders,* for it had no place in 
the official traditions. It, is a curious comment 
upon Baron Marschall von Bieberstein’s proud boast 
at the Hague : “ The officers of the German navy* 
— I say it with emphasis — ^will always fulfil in the 
strictest manner duties which flow from the un- 
written law of humanity and civilization.” 
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, CH^TER XX^VIII. 

TURKEY A| WAR. 

o 

Turkey enters the War — ^The Turkish Army — ^The Turkish Soldier 
«^-<rhe Turkish Strategical Problem — The Persian Gulf — The 
Bagdad Railway — German Antivxty at the Gulf — ^The British 
cag,ture Basra — Capture of Kurna— The Fighting at Azer- 
baijan — C’fipture and Recapture of Tabriz — Russian Coluiiins 
in Kurdistan — ^The Caucasus — Enver’s Strategy r~His En- 
veloping Movement — ^The Russians take Koprikeui — ^Turks 
move on Sarikamish%nd Ardahan — Retreat of loth Turkish 
Corps — Capture of 9th Corps — Defeat of i ith Corps — Retreat 
of ist Corps — Turkish Disasters at Sea. 

O ^Njsgth October ^Turkey’s many breaches of 
I ii^rnational etiquette, of which her behaviour 
^in regard to the Goeben and Breslau, and her 
“"summary abolition of Che Capitulations were the 
' n f on chief, culminated in definite acts of war. 

^ ■ 9 - A horde of Bedouins invaded the Sinai 
Peninsula and occupied the wells' of Magdala, and 
three Turkish torpedo boats raided Odessa, sank 
and daoiaged several ships, and bombarded the 
Q . town. On the 30th the ambassadors of 
^ the Allies Had interviews with the Grand 
Vizier, which Sir Louis Mallet described as “ pain- 
ful.” The Sultan, the Grand Vizier, and Djavid 
Bey were in favour of peace, but Enver and his 
colleagues overruled them. The Odessa incident 
was "justified by a coCk-and-bull story of prior 
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Russian hostilities, and nothing ^ remained for the 
ambassadors Jjut to ask fbr their passports. On 
ist November Sir Louis Mallet left Con- ^ 

stantinople, and the century-old friend- 
ship of Britain and Turkey was ru(|ely broken. 

The Turkish army was based nominally on a 
universal conscription, but in wracticfe only ,the 
Mussulman population was drawn u^on ; ’not §11 
of that, indeed, for tha Arabs were more usually 
opposed to than incorporated in the Turkish ranks. 
The conscript served for twenty years— -nine in-^the 
First Line (Nizam), "nine* in the Aclive Reserve 
(Redif), and two in.the Territorial Militi^(Mustafiz). 
The major unit was the army corps of three divi- 
sions, each division embracing Jen battalions. The 
artillery, which had suffered severely in the Balkan 
\vars, was patchy and largely out of date, though in 
recent months Germany and Austria had strjgngth- 
ened it with a number of ‘heavy 'batteries. The 
peace ‘strength of the army was, roughly, 17,000 
officers and 250,000 men, and in war some total 
like 800,000 might have been looked for, provided 
equipment was forthcoming. The Commander-in-’ 
Chief was Enver. Bey, and the German Military 
Mission under General Inman von Sanders had 
practically taken over the duties of a General Staff. 
The German system of “ inspections” had been 
instituted — ^four in nurnber, . with headquarters at 
Constantinople, Damascus, Erzhingian, and Bagdad. 
The fourteen army corps were distribt:5^te3 m peace 
throughout the Empire at strategic points. The 
rst, 2nd, 3rd, and 4th were nominally stationed 
in Europe — at Constantinople, Adrianople, Kirk 
Kilisse, and Roddsto* but Ihey drew most of their 



Peace Distribution of Turkish Army- Corps. 

(The J4th Corps has no Territoriaf Baso.) 
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reserves from Asia Minor.* The 6th, 7th, and 8th 
belonged to the Damascue “ inspection ; ” the 9th, 
loth, and ii*th were in Armenia and the Caucasus, 
the i3th at Mosul, and the 13th at Bagdad, while 
the 14th Corps had no territorial basis. On the 
outbreak of war these corps were reshuffled, sik 
apparently having ^ been concentrated . around the 
Sea of Marmora. * * - » ’ 

The Turkish infantryman had for many years 
a high reputation as a soldier — especially, as he 
showed at Plevna, in a stubhorn defensive^ His 
physique was good^ l\is ‘nerves steady, ah(f his 
power of endurance incredible. But in recent wars 
his fame had suffered a 'certain eclipse. lie had 
been bkdly led and badly armed, the corpmissariat 
and transport had been rudimentary, and successive ^ • 
defeats were believed to have shaken his moral. 

The truth seems to be that Turkey had fallen be- 
tween two stools. Her ill-provided levies'^in’the 
past had fought desperately under brilliant officers, 
because they were inspired by a simple trust in 
their religion and their * leaders and a genuine -* • 

patriotic devotion. An attempt had been made tp 
engraft upon this tradition the mechanical perfec- 
tion of the German system. But the Turk is not 
meant by Providence to be a soldier of the German 
type, and the seed of Marshal von der Goltz and 
General Liman von Sanders was sown fn barren 
soil. The consequence was'a machine without pre- 
cision and without motive power. Th& Turk had 
been at his best when he fought for Islam and the 
Padishah ; but Islam was inconspicuous in the 
ideals of the new Committee, the old Padi shah 
was somewhere^ in^ exilcf and the new one too 
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patently a cypher. In addition, he could have little 
confidence in men who r had already led him to 
disaster, and who had caused him tp hndure need- 
less and horrible privations. A perfect machine is 
a mighty thing, but an imperfect machine is so 
ftiuch scrap irons The Turkish soldier was now 
an incomplete Ge^rman, which is like a gun lacking 
the breech-bl^ck. It is impossible to withhold our 
sympathy from a brave race going out to battle in a 
cause which they neit|jer liked nor understood, from 
an army in the grip of an unfamiliar and imperfect 
machine, fron? a nation sacrificed to a muddled Welt- 
poUtik.^ Disaster loomed largC'-in its horoscope, but 
courage never failed it ; and the time was to coihe 
when the machine went to pieces, and, amid the 
snows of the Caucasus or the sands of the desert, 
the children of Osman, fighting once more in the 
old fashion, died without fear or complaint. 

•’Th® beginning of war found Turkey with a 
curious strategical problem before her. Europe was 
the chief interest of her leaders. She hankered to 
—recover the lost provinces of Thrace, and there she 
looked for her reward when her allies emerged 
victorious. But, so long as Greece and Bulgaria 
remained neutral, there was no rodm for an offen- 
sive in Europe and no need of a defensive. Ac- 
cordingly she was free to move the bulk of her 
corps to' those frontiers where she faced directly 
the belligerents. The^ chief was Transcaucasia, 
where, in e wild cluster of mountains, she looked 
across the gorges at Russia. An offensive in Trans- 
caucasia was what Germany and Austria urgently 
desired. Russia, they knew, had none too many 
equipped men, and a di'v^rsion^ on -her flank would 


TURKEY AT WAR. 107 

draw troops from that thm line, a* thousand miles 
long, which , she held frhm the Niemen to the 
Dniester. A^lnst Britain, too, Turkey might use 
her armies with effect. An attack upon the Suez 
Canal would precipitate the long-expected Egyptian 
rebellion, and would at the worst' detain the Aus- 
tralian and Indian .troops now tmijning there, ^and 
at the best compel Britain to send ouras reinforce- 
ments some of her still scanty reserves. Further, 
it would bar the short road t® India, and give the 
flame of Indian insurrection time to kindle- JBpt 
the great chance of fermenting Indiali trouble, in 
the certainty of which Germany still firmly be- 
lieved. Jay in the scheme* now coming to a head 
on the Persian Gulf. German agents had been ^ 
]jusy among the Gulf traders, and elaborate prepa- ^ 
rations had been made for undermining the virtue 
of the Amir of Afghanistan, and for prea^igg^ a 
Jehad among the Mussulman tribes of the indiaji 
noith-west. Turkey believed that she had little to 
fear in the way of attack. The Russians were too 
busily engaged elsewhere to penetrate far west from "" 
the frosty Caucasus, while Britain had enough to 
do in Flanders \^ithout attempting an advance into 
Syria or Mesopotamia. The one serious danger- 
point in a war with a great naval Power was the 
Dardanelles ; but Enver and his colleagues were 
confident that the penetration of these Straits, long 
ago pronouiMsed by experts a task of the utmost 
difficulty, had been rendered impossible for all fime 
by the heavy guns which Kxupp and Skoda had 
so diligently provided. * 

The doings in the Dardanelles and the fighting 
on the Su|Z Cadkl n|ust b% reserved for later chap- 
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ters. Here we propose to consider only the cam- 
paign on Turkey’s eastern frontier— Transcau- 
casia and in Persia. The latter comes first in order 
of time. Turkey had shown her hand since the 
last week of August, and Russia and Britain had 
anticipated the events of 3Qth October. On the 
Persian Gulf the Ottoman troops found their offen- 
sive forestalled by a British invasion. 

’ The Persian Gulf is one of the oldest of Britain’s 
fields of activity. Englishmen, looking for trade, 
visited it in the reign of Elizabeth. In its early 
days the East India Coinpany established a party 
at Bundar Abbas, and fpughf stoutly with Dutch 
and Portuguese rivals for the better part, of two 
centuries'. The Indian navy first began the survey 
* of the Gulf, and looked to its lighting. For fifty 
years we hunted down the pirates and cleared out 
thd.*: strongholds on the Pirate Coast. We pro- 
tected Persia agaihst those who would have deprived 
her of a seaboard, we policed the waters, wd sup- 
pressed slavery and gumrunning, we wrestled with 
the plague, and introduced the rudiments of sani- 
tation in the marshy estuaries. For three hundred 
years we did this work for the bepefit of the ship- 
ping of all nations, since we claimed no monopoly 
and desired no perquisites. All we took in return 
was a fraction of an island for a telegraph station. 
One thing, indeed, we asked, and that was a matter 
of life and death, on which compromise was im- 
po^ible. INo other Power should be allowed to 
seize territory, and no other flag should dominate 
those land-locked waters. For with our prestige in 
the Persian Gulf was bound up the future of India 
and of the Empire. * ' 
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Before ever the Turkish crescent appeared on 
the -shore of Arabia, Britain had shown her flag in 
the Gulf, In.’the sixteenth century Suleiman the 
Magnificent had captured Bagdad, but it was not 
till 1638 that the conquest was confirmed, and not 
till 1668 that Turkey reached Ba^sra and the sea- 



The Persian Gulf. 


coast. For the next two __ centuries the writ of 
Constantinople ran haltingly on the western shores 
or not at all. The rise of the Wahabis threatened 
the Turkish power, and all through The nineteenth 
century Eastern Arabia was the scene of a rivalry 
between the great Wahabi houses of Ibn Saud and 
Ibn Rashid, a rivaliy in Which the Khalif did not 


no 
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dare to interfere. At K6weit and at Bahrein lived 
independent sheikhs, and not all the efforts of 
Midhat Pasha could turn that coashinto a Turkish 
province. The Gulf shores, baked and barren, 
and hot as a furnace, were a museum of types of 
incomplete sovereignty and de facto rule. But out 
on the waters lay British warships which kept the 
peace. » 

' To this happy hunjting-ground the eyes of Ger- 
many turned. Persia was a decrepit state, Turkey 
was moribund, and in Mesopotamia she saw a 
chance of finding a fifild,-; for exploitation which 
would^ make it for Germany" wjiat Egypt was „to 
Britain and Morocco fo France. German pro- 
fessors told excited audiences that a thousand years 
ago the land had suf)ported six million people, and 
that what had once been might be again. If Ger- 
many won a foothold on the Gulf, not only would 
ste”^'ilfve the exploiting, of Mesopotamia, but she 
would have weakened the British hold upon India. 
To secure this end Tairkey must be conciliated, and 
— the long tale of intrigue began which we have noted 
in previous chapters. Her trump card was the 
Bagdad railway, the full history of which, when 
it comes to be written, will fascinate the world. 
Suffice it to say that in 1899 a German company, 
backed hy the Deutsche Bank, obtained a conces- 
sion from the Porte to build a railway from Konieh, 
then the terminus of the little Anatolian railway, to 
Bagdad and Basra on the Persian Gulf. The con- 
cession was ifiade valuable by a Turkish guarantee 
of the interest mn the cost of construction at the 
rate of £yoo per kilometre per annum. Britain 
awoke somewhat late irf the day* to the political 
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purport of the new railway, and a» diplomatic con- 
flict' began \yhich was stiil in progress at the out- 
break of war. Germany had followed the practice 
of that Lord of Breadalbane who built his castle 
on the extreme confines of his land with the avowed 
intention of “ birsing yont.” Her “ yont ” was 
Koweit, on the actual Gulf sho«r^, and she per- 
suaded Turkey into various pretensfon&*fo suzerainty, 
which the watchful ey§s of* the British agents de- 
tected in time and frustrated.* 

Meantime she was busy at her old gam<i of 
“ peaceful penetration.’^ A certain firm, Wonck- 
haus by name,* placed here the part which .Woer- 
mann played in West Africa and Luderltz in Dama- 
raland. A simple, spectacled gentlemap .in white 
^ucks and a topi appears on the beach in quest of ^ * 
*pearl shells. From a modest shanty on the fore- 
shore he directs his operations, and spend s fre ely 
money which cannot come.out of' his profits. Pres- 
ently 'arrives a German consul, and soon there are 
little tilfs between the employees of the shell mer- 
chant and the natives, which give the consul some- 
thing to do. Quickly the business grows, but not 
on commercial fines. Then comes the Hamburg- 
Amerika fine, playing national airs and dispensing 
sweet champagne, and the spectacled gentleman is 
revealed as its accredited agent. Very soon the 
innocent traders go concession hunting, and call 
upon Turkey to ratify their claims under a pretence 

m 

* A brilliant account of the doings of Wbnckliaus, by an 
authority of the first rank, will be found in Chapter LIL of 
tM' Times'. History of the War. It should be studied by any 
one who desires to realize the exceeding patience and in- 
genuity of , Qerman ’haetlipds* 
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of suzerainty. Then Britain interferes, reveals the 
hollowness of the business, and puts^ her vetd on 
the game. But next week it begins all over again 
elsewhere. Colonel Sir Percy Cox, the British 
Agent and Consul-General on the Gulf, had a task 
scarcely less difficult than that of Lord Cromer in 
the early days ijirEgypt, and he performed it with 
a patieifoe, jiMgment, and resolution which deserved 
w€ll of his country. - , c 

By the beginningr of November the British in 
therGulf were ready for the offensive. The Gov- 
ernment of iiidia had seEt ‘the Poona Brigade,* 
under. Brigadier-General W. S. Delamain, to Bah- 
ly _ rein. On 7th November the force 
reached |;he bar of the Shat-el-Arab, 
where the village of Fao, with its Turkish fort, lies, 
among the fiats and palm groves. The gixnboat 
O^f^Jbombarded the fort, and troops landed and 
opcupied^ the village. The Brigade then sailed 
thirty miles up the estuary, passing the refinery of 
the Anglo-Persian Oil Company at Abadan, and 
"" disembarked at Sanijeh, on the Turkish bank, where 
it prepared an entrenched’ camp, and sat down to 
wait for the rest of the British force. Here, on 
^ the iith, there was some fighting with 

the Turks from Basra, who were dis- 
lodged feom a neighbouring village by the 1 17th 
Mahrattas apd the 20th Punjabis. Two 
days later Lieutenant-General Sir Arthur 

Banett arflved with the rest of the Indian con- 

■ 

The Brigade> contained the 2nd Dorsets, the 20th 
(Punjab) Infantry, the 104th (Wellesley’s) Rifles, the 117th 
Mahrattas, and the 23rd (Peshawur) and 30th Mountain 
Batteries. -r" ■ ^ 
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tingent— the Ahmednagar Brigade the Belgaum 

Brigade.* • 

On the 1 5th 'the disembarkation of the remainder 
began — no light task on the soft, muddy banks of 
the Shat-el-Arab. Meanwhile General ^ 

Delamain with the Poona Brigade was * ' 

busy with a force pf 2,000 Turl^^ whp held the 
village of Sahain, four miles to the i&rt^ard. The 
action was meant only as a reconnaissance in force, 
and Sahain and the date planl;^tion beyond it were 
not entirely cleared. During that day the landmg 
was completed, and on jhc i6th the "British force 
rested. News arrived that the Basra garrison was 
advancing to give battle; and since 'there were 
Europeans in the city whose fate might, depend 
upon a speedy British arrival, General Barrett 
Ordered the advance for the early morning of the 
17th. 

Sahain was found to ^ be deserted, ailtT* vv'e 
moved, on for nine miles Jb a place called Sahil 7 
near the river, where was the main ^ 

Turkish force. The ground was open * /• 

plain, and heavy rains in. the morning had turned 
the deep soil into a marsh. The fight began with 
an artillery prepatation, both from the British field 
guns and from gunboats on the river. The Turkish 
fire was bad, but they were screened by, a date 
grove, and the country over which we advanced was 

* The Ahmidnagar Brigade (Brigadier-General W. H. 
Bobbie) contained the ist Oxford Light Infantry, the ijgth 
Infantry, and the 103rd Mahrattas. The BsJgaum Brigade 
(Brigadier-General C. I. Fry) contained the 2nd Norfolks, the 
noth Mahrattas, the 7th Rajputs, and the faoth (Rajputana) 
Infantrj'. There were also the 48th Pioneers, the 3rd Sappers 
and Miners, and the ,33rd Light Savalry. 

V. • 8 
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as bare as a billiard table. Under a punishing fire 
our men never wavere,d, the Dorsets especially 
behaving with admirable coolness^ and decision. 



Basr;^ and Kurna. 


The enemy did not wait for the final bayonet charge, 
but broke and fled. Pursuit was wellnigh impos- 
sible, partly because of the heavy ground, and 
partly owing to a mirage which, fortunately for the 
enemy, appeared to screen his flight. Our losses 
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were 353, of which 130 \vere in tije Dorsets. Our 
killed were 38. The Tuiskish casualties were esti- 
mated at over ,*1,500. The action decided the fate 
of Basra. 

On the 2ist, while the bulk of our force lay at 
Sanijeh, news came that the Turks had evacuated 
Basra, and that the, Arabs had begun to ^ 
loot the place. Accordingly GkTne?^ * ‘ _ 
Barrett embarked certain .troops on two river 
steamers, and ordered* the i^pst of his forces to 
take the direct road across the desert. The„Turks 
had sunk three steanjers at one point* in the Snat- 
el-Arab, and had a battery to command the, place, 
blit after silencing the battery the river expedition 
manage'd to pass the obstruction early on t];ie morn- 
ing of the 22nd. About teh o’clock 
General Barrett reached Basra, where 
the Turkish Custom House had been set on fire, 
and the British flag was .flown .on the Germ^ 
consiflate. The desert column, after a thirty mile 
march, came in about midday. Next ^ 
day the British formally* entered the ^ ■ 3 - 

city of Sindbad the Sailor. 

During the remainder of the month we were 
occupied in prep'aring a base camp. Our position 
was secure, but it was certain that we would be 
subjected to further attack. The enemy Jiad fled 
at Sahil, but he would return, and the great mili- 
tary station pf Bagdad was 'little more than three 
hundred miles distant. Fifty miles above Basra, at 
the point where the former channel of the Euphrates 
joins the Tigris, lies the town of Kurna — a. position 
now of less strategical importance than in former 
days, for the old Euphrates is little use for traffic 
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Kurna is the pofnt where' ocean-going steamers can 
no longer ascend the river. On 2nd December we 
heard that the Turks had reassemMed there, and 
next day a small force of Indian troops, with 
a detachment of the Norfolks under 
“ ^ * 3 * Lieutenant-Colonel Frazer, was sent up- 

stream to deal vfith them, accompanied by three 
gunboats, ai^nrmed yacht, and two armed launches. 

Kurna proved to be^a more difficult business than 
was expected. The ^British force landed on the 
eastern bank four miles below the town 
early on the'mprnmg of the 4th, while 
the gunboats went ahead, shelled Kurna, and en- 
gaged the Turkish artillery on the east bank of the 
Tigris near Mezera, about ten miles above the town. 
Meanwhile the British column advanced, and about 
midday came abreast of Kurna, which was clearly 
held in force. Our men were subjected to a hea\7 
fdknaue, and since the Tigris is there three hundred 
yards wide, and Kurna^ is screened in tre§s, we 
could do little in reply. Accordingly Colonel Frazer 
led his troops back to the original camp, which he 
had strongly entrenched, , and sent a message to 
Basra for reinforcements. 

Nothing happened on the 5th; and on the 6th 
General Fry appeared with help— -the 7th Rajputs 
jj and the rest of the Norfolks. On the 

‘ ‘ 7th we advanced against Mezera, which 
the Turks had again Occupied, took it, and drove 
the -defenders across the water to Kurna, while our 
naval flotilla 'was busy on the river. It was now 
j, decided to take Kurna in the rear ; so, 
■ early on the 8th, the 104th and iioth 
were marched some miles up the Tigris. A body 



TURKEY AT WAR. 


1 17 

of sappers swam the stream with « line, and with 
the aid of a .dhow a kind* of ferry was established, 
and our men -Crossed. By the evening the force 
was close to Kurna, entrenched among the trees 
north of the city. _ . 

But there was to be no assault. That night 
Turkish officers approached the Bintish^amp down- 
stream and asked for terms. Generar Fry "'insisted 
upon an unconditional surrender, and just “ 

after midday next day the Turkish garri- ‘ 7 
son laid down their arms.^ We had now obtained 
complete control of the'wfiole delta, 5 nd we made 
entrenched camps .at Kurna and Mezera on eaeh side 
of the Tigris, to hold off ’any possible' attack from 
the north. Turkish troops frpm Bagdad* hovered 
iiround, and in January there were 5,000 of them 
seven miles from Mezera ; but they offered no 
serious attack. We had achieved our purpo§£«^Qd 
established a barricade against any advar^ce upon, 
the Gnlf which might threaten India. 

Farther north on Turkey’s eastern frontier the 
war was with Russia alone. A glance at the map 
will show that the Russian Caucasian border has on 
the south Persia for two-thirds of its length and 
Turkey for one-third. Since Persia was a negli- 
gible military Power, this meant that North-western 
Persia gave each of the belligerents a chance of 
turning the flank of the other. The Persian prov- 
ince of Azerbaijan had, therefore, during’^the retent 
troubled years been occupied in parts by both 
Russian and Turkish troops, and 'i^hen war broke 
out it w'as certain that this locality would be a scene 
of fighting. South gf LaEe Urmia the Turks took 
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the oli'ensive. A Kurdish’ force advanced by way 
of Suj Balak. upon Tabrie, and meeting with no 
resistance from^the Persian governor, took that city 
in the beginning of January, and moved some way 
northwards towards the Russian frontier. Russia,^ 
who had left no troops to speak of in Tabriz, soon 
repaired her omission, and having* hea^ly defeated 
the invaders at Sufian, reoccupied Tabrll ft 

on 30th January. . . loitT ’ 

In this unimportant section of the ^ 
campaign we have to chronicle two other movem^ts 
where Russia was the'lnracfer. Early In November 
a Russian columu, assisted by the tribesmen of 
Maku, crossed the Turkis’h frontier ftfem the ex- 
treme north-west corner of Persia, and occupied on 
3rd November the ancient town of Baya- r*, 

zid, which lies under the snows of Ararat, • 3 - 
on the great trade-route between Persia a nd t he 
Euxine. Other columns eaitered Kurdistan ’troni_, 
the east, and a movement »was be^un against Van. 
Farther north, and fifty miles* west from Bayazid, 
another Russian column from Erivan crossed the * 
frontier in the neighbourhood of the Alashgird 
valley. The town of Kara Kilisse was taken, but 
the Turks under Hassan ed Din Pasha — part of 
the Bagdad 13th Co^s — showed a vigorous defen- 
sive, and held the invaders on the border.s. The 
struggle died away towards tlt.e beginning of January, 
when the disaster in the Caucasus compelled a 
general retreat of the Turkish frontier gil&rds upon 
Erzerum. * 

We come now to the vital part of the Eastern 
campaign— the struggle hi Transcaucasia, upon 
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which Germany -.built all her hopes and Enver ex- 
pended all his energy. The main features of the 
district are sufficiently familiar. The great range 
of the Caucasus, which contains the highest of 
European mountains, runs from the Black Sea to 
the Caspian, blocking the isthmus much as the 
Pyr^iees blpck the neck between the Bay of Biscay 
and th8 Meciiteti'anean. South-west of the range 
is a huge trough runnk^ pparly all the way to the 
two seas. Here stands Tiflis, the ancient capital of 
Georgia, and through it runs the main railway of 
those parts, ffom Batum W'^thfe Black Sea to Baku on 
the Caspian. On the south-west .side of the trough 
lies the mountain tangle ‘of Transcaucasia, jmidway 
in which comes th^, Russian frontier. A railway 
runs from Tiflis past the fortress of Kars to a ter^ 
minus at Sarikamish, fifteen miles from the Turkish 
bpr^^, while another line runs from Alexandropol 
Jiy ^rivan to the Persian frontier. Erzerum, the 
Turkish fortress,, stands^ about the same distance 
from the frontier as Kars, but it is on no railway, 
and has none nearer than about five hundred miles. 
The mountain ranges extend north to the shores of 
the Black Sea, and south into Persia and Kurdistan. 
The whole district is one vast upland, most of the 
villages and towns standing at an altitude of 5,000 
and 6,o©o feet, and the hills rising as high again. 
All the passes are lofty,, and in winter welmigh im- 
passable ; none of the roads are good, and, as we 
haVfe seen 7 there is no railway on the Turkish side, 
and but one ‘that matters on the Russian. Winter 
campaigning there was likely to be as desperate as 
Xenophon’s Ten Thousand had found it. 

It is an old theatre® of w^r since t|ie days of 
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Cyrus and Alexander, and whenejver Russia and 
Turkey have faced each other it has been the cock- 
pit of the struggle. There, in 1853, Shamyl led his 
mountaineers. There, two years later, Fenwick 
Williams held Kans against Muraviev in one of the 
greatest stands in modem history. There, in 1877,' 
Loris Melikov and. Mukhtar met;, and Kars and 
Ardahan and Bayazid were the scenes ' of desperate 
conflicts. If Kars could be jseized, the way wovfld 
be open to Tiflis and the* Caspian oil fields — perhaps 
even across the great Caucasus itself to the leyel| of 
Southern Russia. To Che«leMers of a race which have 
always been famou§ as'mountain fighters the offensive 
in the Caucasus seemed the easiest way* of effecting 
that diversion which Germany had commis^oned. 

Enver’s strategy was amoitzous to the point of 
madness, but it was skilful after a fashion. He 
resolved to entice the Russians from Sarikaxmsh 
across the frontier, and to Ijold them at some poin^ 
as far 'distant as possible from the railhead.’ Then 7 
while thus engaged, he would 'Swing his left centre 
in a wide enveloping movefnent against Sarikamish, 
and with his left push r«ind by Ardahan and take 
Kars in the rear. The device has been generally 
described as the drdinaiw German enveloping move- 
ment, but it has also affinities with the Napoleonic 
“ pivoting square ” which we discussed in an early 
chapter. To succeed, two things were necessary. 
The force fa«ing the Russian front must be strong 
enough to hold it while the envelopment "Was going 
on ; and the operative part, the left wing, must be 
correctly timed in its movements, for otherwise the 
Russians would be able to destroy it piecemeal. It 
was this “ timing ” which formed the real difficulty. 
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The swing round of the left must be made by a 
variety of mountain paths and over necks and valleys 
deep in snow, where progress in winter must be 
tardy and precarious. To “ time ” such a plan 
accurately was beyond the wits any mortal Gen- 
eral Staff. 

For the-,|]^aucasian campaign 'Turkey had the gth, 
loth, and nth Corps — stationed in peace respectively 
aCErzerum, Erzhingian, and Van — which had been 
concentrated at Erzeram about the middle of Octo- 
ber. <To reinforce the i ith Corps, the 37th Arab 
division haddeen brought 'dp from the 13th Bagdad 
Corps. For the movement oh the extreme left |avo 
divisions of the ist Corps had been brought by sea 
from Constantinople to Trebizond. Turkey could 
obviously get no reserves in case of disaster. The 
nearest corps, the 12th, at Mosul, had gone to Syria, 
3D d.jh e remainder of the Bagdad Corps had its 
^.ands full with the British in the Persian Gulf. 
The nominal copamander of the Caucasian army was 
Hassan Izzet Pasha, ’but Enver was present as the 
real generalissimo, and he had with him a large 
German staff. A German, Posseld Pasha, was 
appointed Governor of Erzerura. The total Turkish 
strength was not less than 150,000, and they had 
against them the army of General Woronzov, which 
cannot at the outside have been more than three 
corps strong — say ioo,poo men. 

Fighting began in the first fortnight of Novem- 
ber7 whefi the Russians crossed the frontier and 
reached Koprikeui on the Erzerum road, which 
ly „ _ afteS: a great deal of trouble they occu- 
' pied on 20th November. The time was 
now ripe for Enver’s plan. The i ith ^Corps was 
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entrusted with, the duty of holding the Russian 
advance on Erzerum. The loth Corps at Id was 
to advance in two columns over*, the passes by 
Bardus against the road between Kars and Sari- 
kamish, with the 9th Corps wheeling between it and 
the nth. At the same time the ist Corps, which 
ha4. lande<i at Trebizond, was to move up the 
Choruk vallfey across a pass 8,000 feet high, take 
Ardahan, and advance-over^somewhat easier countrv 
to the railway between Kars and Alexandropol. The 
difficulty about the whole scheme was the roads. 
The only real way for an army through the Armenian 
heighis is by the high trough In which lie Kars ^nd 
Sarikamish," and thence westwards to the upper val- 
leys of the Araxes and Euphrates. Everywhere else 
the paths were tracks, now blind with snow, and 
hopeless for artillery. 

^ . Jh e Turkish offensive began about the middle 
J)f December. The nth Corps pushed the Russians 
Bee '>< Koprikeui and forced them back 

■ a dozen miles to Khorasan, where, on 
Christmas Day, the retreat halted. The Russian 
army was now stnmg out* along the thirty miles of 
the road from Khorasan to Sarikamish. Mean- 
while, in desperate weather, the 9th and loth Corps 
forty miles north had struggled over the high water- 
sheds, and by Christmas Day had descended upon 
Sarikamish and on th^ railway east of it. The ist 
Corps on the extreme Turkish left was crossing in 
a blizzard the steeps at the head of the Choruk, 
and already ' looking down through the pauses of 
n /> '>R the" storm on where Ardahan lay in its 
^ ■ ■ deep pocket of hills. If we t^e 38th 

December as a view-poifit, we^ find the Russian van 


TURKl^Y AT WAR. 125 * 

held by the nth Turkish ’Corps at Khorasan, the 
9th Corps at Sarikamish, and the loth east along 
the Kars railway, threatening to pierce the Russian 
front, and sixty miles north-east the ist Corps 
descending upon j^rdahan. It looked as if Enver’s 
ambitious project had succeeded. 

But the attacking force was ,wor^ out, half 
starved, and short of guns and am«aunition,^or no 
transport on earth could cope with such a breait- 
neck march. The Russian general dealt first with 
the loth Corps. From 28th December to ist Jan- 
uary there was a fierce atriJggle on the ^ 

railway, which late^on* New Year’s Day ’ 

resulted in the defeat of the Turks and* ° 
their retreat into the hills to the north. This 
withdrawal isolated the 9th Corps at Sarikamish, 
vfhich was now enclosed between the Russian right, 
flung well forward in pursuit of the loth Corpg^ 
and the Russian vanguard at Khorasan. That corps 
was utterly wiped out. Its general, Iskan* Pasha, 
with all his staff, Turkish and German, surrendered 
after a gallant and fruitless stand. The Turks 
fought with their old stolidity till hunger and cold 
were too much for them, and they surrendered as 
much to the Russian field kitchens as to the Russian 
steel. Meanwhile the ist Corps, which had entered 
Ardahan on New Year’s Day, found that it cquld go 
no farther. On 3rd January a detached « 

Russian force .drove it out of* the town, 3 * 

back over the ridges to the Choruk valley? whitfeer 
the flight of the loth Corps was also heaffing. 

The iith Corps at Khorasan did -its best to re- 
deem the disaster. It could not save the 9th Corps, 
but it might cover the retreat of the loth, and ac- 
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cordingly it pushed back the Russian van from 
Khorasan, and' advanced as far as Karai Urgan, 
some twenty miles from Sarikamigh. It achieved 
its purpose, for the pursuit of the loth Corps was 
relaxed, and the bulk of the j^ussian army went 
' westwards to reinforce the van. At Karai Urgan a 
three days’ battle was fought among snowdrifts, 
J '^and «-by the 17th the nth Corps had 
J^an. xy. broken also, and, with heavy losses 
in men and guns, „was retreating upon Erzerum. 
Meaitwhile the ist Corps and the remnant of the 
toth were cleared from l^e' Choruk valley by the 
Russian right, and driven tGV?ards Trebizond. The 
Turicish navy, which attempted to send stores "and 
reinforcements by sea, was no more fortunate, for 
the several transports and provision boats were sunk 
along the coast by Russian warships, and the Breslau 
and the Hamidieh were hunted home by the Black 
S^TTleet. The Goeben had been for some weeks 
out of itction. , , 

So ended Enverls bold diversion. It had failed 
signally because his reach exceeded his grasp, as 
has happened before with adventurers. The three 
weeks of desperate conflict amid snowdrifts and 
blizzards — for the battlefields wer6 scarcely less than 
8,000 feet high— must have accounted for not less 
than 50,000 of Turkey’s strength. Badly led and 
ill equipped, the starving Turkish levies had fought 
like heroes, and their sufferings were among the 
mf«t ter*ible of the war. The Battle of Sarikamish 
—to localize the series of engagements — made cer- 
tain that Russia would not be menaced from the 
CaucMus. Turkey must look elsewhere to find the 
joint in the armour of the Allies. 
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THE SITUATION IN EGYPT. ^ ^ 

4 

Tiie makiBg of Modern Egypt — ^Egyptian Nationalism — German 
Miscalculations— -Depositioti of the Khedive Abbas II.— 
Egypt proclaimed a British Protectorate — ^The Turkish Army 
of” Syria — Strategical Importance of Suez Canal — Dificuities 
of a Turkish Invasion-^-Tlje possible Routes- — ^The Turkish 
Advance— Assault on Ismailia-Bitter Lakes Line — ^Turkish 
Jlepulse— Action Gunboats on the Canal — ^TurkishXosses 

—Annexation of Cyprus — Fighting at Akaba and Muscat. 

T he story of modern Egypt is the romance of 
recent politics ; but this is not the place to 
describe at length its slow and varied drama. 
For that the reader must consult the works of Eord 
Crom«yr and Lord Milner,, the men who v?ere the' 
chief actors in the piece. In igiy, forty-eight years 
before the Turkish invasion of Europe spent itself 
on the fortifications of IVJalta and the gallantry of 
the Knights of St. John, the Sultan Selim acquired 
Egypt by conquest ; and in spite of many vicissi- 
tudes, of the weakness of Turkish rule, the ambi- 
tions of Napoleon, and the boldness of Mehemet 
Ali, the suzerainty of Constantinople continued. 
The misgovejnment of Ismail and the precarious 
position of the Egyptian bondholders brought injdie 
Western Powers, France and Britain,* and a dual 
control was established over administration. Then 
came the deposition of Ismail, followed by the 
Nationalist rising under Arabi, the bombardment 
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of Alexandria, and the Battle of Tel-el-Kebir. To 
Britain fell the task of. restoring order, and- that 
British occupation began which h^s never ceased. 
There succeeded the menace from the Sudan, the 
devastating advance of the Mahdi and his fanatical 
"armies, the loss of the southern'^ provinces, and the 
death of Gordop. Quae caret ora criiore nostro ? is 
more true of Britain than of Rome, and the sands 
oF the Nile have had the best of our British blood. 

From 1885 onwai;ds the task of thode facto rulers 
of Egypt was twofold — the reconquest of the Sudan, 
and the elevation of the "Nile valley from banicruptcy 
to prosperity. The first was -accomplished in 1898", 
when Lordt Kitchener, at the Battles of the Atbara 
and Omdurman, shattered the Dervish levibs. The 
second, in the wise hands of Lord Cromer, pro- 
gressed yearly, in spite of international bickerings, 
Court intrigues, and a preposterous dualism in 
fifiaRce. In a multiplicity of problems there is 
''usually,'’ as Lord Cromer saw, one master question, 
the settlement of which involves the others. In the 
case of Egypt this was- finance ; and with infinite 
patience and perfect judgment the greatest of 
modern administrators first of all reduced taxa- 
tion, then from his scanty balances spent wisely 
on reproductive works, till he had given Egypt the 
water which is her life, and raised the peasants 
from a' condition of economic slavery to a comfort 
unknown in the Nile’' valley since thp days of the 
Pharaohs^ In 1904 the British occupation was 
formally recognized by the Powers of Europe, and 
the Egyptian finances were released from the bond- 
age of international control. 

With prosperity cam® political activity, and with 
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political activity its degenerate offspring, the dema- 
gogue. Lord Cromer handled the thing discreetly, 
providing means for the expression of popular 
opinion, and giving to the Egyptians as large a ^ j;;|| 

share in the administration of their land as was 
compatible with efficiency. He devoted himself, 
too, to educational, schemes, with’ excellent xesults. 

His successor, Sir Eldon Gorst,*came at *a time 
when, both in Turkey, and* Persia, Liberal mdve- 
ments were beginning, and it* fell to him to make 
a further experiment in ^meeting the wishes of 
Egyptian Nationalists' British contro? was reduced 
to^a minimum, and Egyptian ministers were. given 
a large, responsibility. The venture \fas not alto- 
gether successful, for the Khedive was *there to 
Jrurn Nationalism into a Court inti-igue, arid the 
attempt to “ Liberalize ” Egypt resulted in the re- 
appearance of some of the old abuses. The advent 
of Lord Kitchener found the Nationalist niovement, 
a good deal discredited, and his htiUiant years of 
office represented a return to something like paternal 
government. He knew the East as few living men 
knew it, and he speedily acquired the confidence and 
admiration of all, classes of the population. Under 
him there was no sudden attempt to Westernize 
institutions, but a continuation of the patient and 
gradual adjustment and remodelling which bad been 
Lord Cromer’s policy. “ The counsels to which 
Time hath nst been called. Time w’ill not ratify.” 

Germany, as we have seen, looked ori'Egy^ as 
a nursery of sedition. She had considered care- 
fully events like that at Denshawai 'and the wilder 
speeches of the demagogues ; and with her curious 
inability tq look below thb surface of things, she 
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had jumped to the concfusion that democracy and 
Islam and Chauvinism would combine to produce 
an explosion. But the truth was that the ordinary 
Egyptian was perfectly content, and had no griev- 
ance ; while in the Sudan the war awoke an ex- 
traordinary enthusiasm for the British cause, led 
by a^ descendant of the Prophet, and the eldest son 
of the Mahdi. Let Lord Cromer speak 

Why is it that the appeals to religious zeal 
and fanaticism made^by the Turkish militarists and 
their German fellow-conspirators have been wholly 
unproductive* of result,' and ’ have been answered 
both in Egypt and in the "Sudan by the rnost 
remarkable 'expressions bf loyalty and friendship 
towards , the British Government ? The pres- 
ence of British garrisons in Cairo, Alexandria, 
and Khartum unquestionably counts for much iri 
explanation of these very singular political phe- 
jQomena. Something alao may possibly be attrib- 
^uted to the fact that the more educated classes may 
have recognized that the Turco-Prussian regime with 
which they were threatefned would assuredly com- 
bine many of the worst features both of Western 
and Eastern administration. But amongst contrib- 
utory causes I have no hesitation* in assigning the 
foremost place to the fact that no general discon- 
tent prevailed of which the agitator, the religious 
fanatic, or the political intriguer could make use 
as the lever to further his own designs. In spite 
of'4ie mSst positive assurances that they were the 
victims of ruthless tyranny and oppression, the pop- 
ulation both of Egypt and the Sudan refused to 
believe that they were misgoverned. And why was 
it that no general discontent ^ prevailed ? . . . The 
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true reason . . . is, I believe, that State expendi- 
ture has been carefully eontrolled, and has been 
adapted to the»financial resources of the two coun- 
tries concerned, with the result that taxation has 
been low. It waajutile to expect that the Egyptian 
fellah, or the Sudanese tribesman, would believe that 
he was oppressed and maltreated when $he demands 
of the tax-gatherer not only ceased to be capricious, 
but were far more moderate than either he or"his 
immediate progenitors had ever dreamed to be 
possible.” * • 

On 17th Decembei* the KhedivS Abbas 11 . , 
haying thrown in his lot^ with Turkey, ceased to 
reign ip Egypt, which, w'ith the asseflt 
of France, was formally proclaimed a • • 7 - 

Jlritish Protectorate. Lieutenant-Colonel Sir Arthur 
Heniy MacMahon, a distinguished Indian political 
officer, was appointed High Commissioner. The 
title of Khedive, first adapted by Ismail, disap 
peared ; and the throne of Egypt, .with the title of 
Sultan, was offered to Prince Hussein Kamel Pasha, 
the second son of Ismail,* and therefore the eldest 
living prince of the house of Mehemet Ali — an able 
and enlightened man, who had done great services 
to Egyptian agriculture. The change thus made 
was the smallest which the circumstances per- 
mitted. There was no annexation ; the shadowy 
suzerainty of Turkey disappeared; but otherwise 
things remained as before. Apparently the tribute 
to Constantinople still continued, since tfiat ttfSlite 
had been ear-marked for the interest^on the Otto- 
man debt, and was paid direct to the bondholders. 

* Abbas II., p. 20. In the same work wUI be foupd at} 
interesting study of the kte Khedive, 
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Protectorate is the vaguest of political terms, and 
may involve anything from virtual sovereignty to 
an almost complete detachment. In this case it 
meant that Britain was now wholly responsible for 
the defence of Egypt and for heir foreign relations, 
the very vagueness of the arrangement had its 
merits, for nothing was laid down as to the order 
of succession to the sultanate, and the hands of the 
British Government were l§ft free for some future 
revision of the whole? arrangement. In the mean- 
time it •regularized an anomalous international status. 

The first object of a belligerent Turkey wopld 
naturally be "the Suez Canal. The Turkish force in 
Syria in -peace time, consisted of the 8th Corps of 
three divisions, whose headquarters were Damascus., 
But during November there was a large concentra- 
in Syria, which included the bulk of the 12th 
^Corps from Mosul, part of the 4th Corps from 
Adrianople, and, apparently the Anatolian division 
normally stationed at' Smyrna. Out of this force, 
which cannot have been less than 90,000, an Expe- 
ditionary Army of 65,000 -men was created. Its 
commander was Djemal Pasha, the Turkish Min- 
ister of Marine, a vehement Pan-Islamist, and an 
inveterate enemy of Britain. The seizure of the 
two Ottoman Dreadnoughts building in England 
had embittered his mind, and he burned to wipe 
off the score by a blow at the Suez Canal, one of 
th6**thanSels by which Britain exerted her naval 
supremacy. He had been Governor of Bagdad and 
of Basra, and had been at the head of an army corps 
in the Balkan war. He had no particular military 
reputation, having won® his 4)ower rather as an 
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energetic leader of the Committee of Union and 
Progress than as a general.in the field. 

The advantages of a blow at the Suez Canal 
were obvious. If the eastern bank could be held 
the use of the capal by shipping would be endan- 
gered, and Britaifi cut off from one of her mo^t 



vital sea routes. If the Canal could be crossed in 
force, then tihere was the cKance of that Egyptian 
rising for which the faithful of Turkey "find •tier- 
many hoped. But the difficulties wers no less con- 
spicuous. To reach the Canal from Syria an all 
but waterless desert had to be traversed, a stretch 
varying from 120 to^ i 5 o<*miles in width. Across 
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this tract of rock and sand there were three routes, 
all of them har'd. The „ first, which we may- call 
the northern, touched the Mediterranean coast at 
El Arish, and ran across the desert to El Kantara, 
on the Canal, twenty-five miles sjputh of Port Said, 
ft was 120 miles long, and had on its course only 
a few muddy wells, quite insui^icient to water an 
army. «The*' southern road ran from Akaba, at the 
head of the gulf of that,name on the Red Sea, across 
the base of the peninsula of Sinai to a point on the 
Canal ^ little north of Suez. This route was the 
old Pilgrims^ Road front Egypt to Mecca ; it was 
150 miles long, and, like the other, ill supplied with 
wells. " Between the two was a possible variant which 
we may call the Central Route. Leaving the Medi- 
terranean" coast at Ef Arish, it ran up the dry valley 
called the Wady el Arish to where the upper part’ 
f^hat depression touched the Pilgrims’ Road. Now, 
fifbm the Turkish bases of Gaza and Beer-sheba 
'there was no railway to" ^assist an advance, ajjd no 
route for motor transport ; and, since an army must 
carry its own water, it seemed impossible for the 
invaders to move in force, unless they laid down 
some sort of light railway, or so improved the roads 
as to make them possible for motdrs. The Mecca 
Railway, which ran to the east of Akaba, gave them 
no help^for between it and the escarpment of the 
Sinai peninsula lay two rugged limestone ridges, 
enclosing a trench 3,000 feet deep. Tfie best route 
— iadeed^he only possible — for a light railway was 
up the Wady "el Arish, but this had the disadvantage 
that at its debouchment on the coast it would come 
under fire from the sea. 

The difficulties of Turkey’s strategical problem 
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were enhanced by the nature of her object of attack. 
The Suez Canal is not only the equivalent of a broad 
and deep river, but it is navigable for warships, 
and its banks f»rovide superb opportunities for de- 
fence. It cannot be turned, for it runs from sea 
to sea. It has a »width of over 300 feet, and the 
banks in most places idse at an angle of thirty degrees 
to a height of 40 feet. On its western shore ^ lateral 
railway runs the whole way from Port Said to Sjiez, 
connecting at Ismailia with 'the line to Cairo, and 
a fresh-water canal follows the same bank for three- 
quarters of its length, ^from Suez tq El Kantara. 
Again, most of the ground to the east is flat, and 
offers a good field of fire, to the defenders bn the 
west bank, or to ships in the channel. In a few 
places there are dunes on the Cast side which might 
'give cover to an invader. Such a place is just south 
of El Kantara, several others are to be found south 
of Ismailia, and there is a small rise south of^tsr 
Bitter Lakes. Any Turkisli attack might ’.therefore^ 
be looked for in the Ismailia-Bitter Lakes section. 
The size and composition of’ the British forces in 
Egypt at the time were rightly kept secret, for they 
were largely a reserve 'for the Allies in Western 
Europe. We know that they included certain de- 
tachments of Indian cavalry and infantry, the Aus- 
tralian and New Zealand contingents under Major- 
General Birdwood, a number of British Tefritorials, 
among them the East Landashire Division, as well 
as the regular Egyptian army. The whole^force 
was under the command of Major-General Sir* 3 ohn 
Maxwell, a soldier with a long ei^perience of the 
Nile valley wars. 

At the end of October it was reported that a 
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force of 2,000 Bedouins was marching on Egypt, 
and on November 21st there was a skirmish at 
Katiyeh, east of the Canal, between this 
ov. 21. Qj. ^ pg^]^ Qf some of the 

Bikanir Camel Corps under Captain Chope. Pre- 
vious to this the Anglo-Egyptian p6sts had been with- 
drawn from El Arish and from the Sinai Peninsula. 
Nothing mdire was heard of the invasion for more 
thap two months." There were many rumours that 
Djemal Pasha was having difficulties with his Syrian 
command, and was impressing for his expeditionary 
force a" variety of unwarlikg Syrians from peasants 
in the Jordan valley to cab drivers in Jerusalem. 
Ian *28 January 28, 1915’, small advanced 
’ parties had crossed the desert.' One 
^ 9 5- » coming iTy the El Arish route reached 

Katiyeh, and was beaten back by a Gurkha post' 
_ east of El Kantara. Another party coming by the 
"^SiSba route was driven back at lC.ubri, just east 
-of Suez.<? The desert w'as well scouted by British 
airmen, and about that time we landed a party at 
^ Alexandretta Bay, in Nor^h Syria, and cut the tele- 
.V graph wires. On the 29th it was an- 

■ 9- nounced that the Turks had occupied 
Katiyeh, and had several posts to 'the west of that 
place. Four days later, on 2nd February, came the 
main attack, for which these proceedings had been 
reconnaissances. 

The Turks officially^ described the main attack 
as reconnaissance, and we may accept "the descrip- 
tion, for it cannot be regarded as a serious invasion. 
But it seems likgly that it was a reconnaissance, not 
of design but by compulsion, and that Djemal Pasha 
found, when he began t^ie attempt, that to trans- 


THE SITUATION IN EGYPT. 137 

■I 

port even one army corps* across the desert was 
wholly beyond his power, and that of his German 
Chief of Staff, von Kressenstein. The troops seem 
to have numbered about 12,000, and to have advanced 
by the central route up the Wady el Arish. Four 
hours’ journey frorr^ the Canal they split into two 
detachments. One moved against Ismailia, to the 
south of which the east bank gives ^a certain sov'er. 
A second, and much the strongest* advanced to«a 
point opposite Toussum, just south of Lake Timseh, 
where a patch of ground on the east is high and 
broken. A small flanking attack was jnade from 
the northern route against El Kantara. The Mosul 
and "Smyrna divisions had -been left bghind, “and 
the troops were the 25th or Damascus division of 
the 8th Corps, with a few of thl^ 4th (Adrranople) 
Cbrps, a remnant of the old Tripoli field force, 
known as the Champions of Islam, and a number 
of Bedouin irregulars under Mumtaz Bey. ^ 

The first movement was^ 'made on the night of 
2nd February. A feint against, Ismailia that even- 
ing had been spoiled by a «dust storm, p ^ 
but in the darkness our sentries on the 
Canal saw and fired at shMowy figures on the side 
opposite Toussum. The Turks had brought ^^a 
number of pontoon boats in carts across the desert, 
and these they attempted to launch, along with 
several rafts made of kerosene tins. They "never 
had a chance of succeeding. Crowded on the shore, 
with a high, "steep bank behind them, oiir 
mowed them down with rifle fire and Maxims. A 
few of the vessels were launched, .bjit they were 
soon riddled and sunk. The enemy then lined the 
high banks, and tried to silpnce our fire, and the 
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duel went on till morning broke. ^With daylight 
the battle became general all along th’e stretch from 
Ismailia to the fitter Lakes. We had 
a small flotilla on the Canal — several ' 

torpedo boats, the old Indian Marine transport ^ 
Hardinge, and the French guardships Requin and * 
d’Entrecasteaux. The Turks had a number of fipld 
batteries and two 6-inch guns, which one of the 
French ships promptly silenced. The torpedo bosfts 
made short work or the remaining pontoons, and the 
crew of one landed on the eastern bank, and raided 
a trench of the enemy. ,.AfeV Champions of Islam 
had got across in the night — a score, perhaps, in all 
—and sniped our rnen in the rear; bufr they were 
speedily disposed of, and thos^ who swam over 
lajer were deserters. * 

In the afternoon our Indian troops from Sera- 
peum and Tousswm took the offensive, and, adml^r^r'— ^ 
rably supported by artillery, drove the enemy from ^ 
a large 4)art of the eastern -bank. Meanwhile the 
Ismailian garrison also moved forward, and cleared 
their front. About the sam6 time the half-hearted " 
attacks on our flank near El Kantara and Suez had 
also failed. By the evening of the 3rd the fiasco 
was over, and early next morning we crossed the 
Canal in force and began the work of p r 
rounding up the enemy. We counted ^ 

400 killed and made 600 prisoners during the two 
days’ fighting, ^o we may estimate the total Turkish 
casualty list for the battle of the Canal at w^ll over 
2,000. The list grew rapidly in the sue-" j? u q 
ceeding days, as deserters began to drift ^ ' ‘ 

in. By 8th February there were no Turks within 
twenty miles, of the Qanal, "and beyond that only 
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a few scattered rearguards, the main force being in 
full retreat for the borders. It should never mve 
been allowed to return. With 13.0 waterless miles 
to cover, there was no reason why a beaten and 
dispirited force should ever succeed in reaching Beer- 
' sheba. That it did, and with all its guns, detracts 
considerably from the British, success. The cause 
of this escape -seems to have been a heavy sand- 
storm, which made it impossible to use our camel 
corps. It is believed, however, that the Turks 
suffered heavily in the retreat from their Bedouin 
allies, whoj baffled of the plunder of Egypt, took 
what they pleased from theif friends. 

It remains to notice' one or two further incidents 
in the Turkish caippaign. Cyprus, which had been 
. ' administered by Britain since 1878, was formally 
annexed to the British Empire. The town of Akaba 
- — '-rj^an the Red Sea, which was apparently being used 
as a station for mine-layiug, was visited by H.M.S. 
Minerva, who found the place occupied by ..soldiers, 
including one ’German officer. The Minerva, be- 
ing unable to get satisfaction, shelled the fort and 
destroyed the barracks and Government buildings, 
but did no harm to private dwellings. A British 
cruiser, with a landing party of Indian troops, cap- 
tured the Turkish fort at Sheik Said, opposite Perim, 
at the southern end of the Red Sea. In South- 
Eastern Arabia our Indian troops had some fighting 
around Muscat, but this was only indirectly trace- 
jtbio tcTthe war with Turkey. The Sultan of Oman 
had for twb years been at strife with certain of his 
lieges, and since all men were fighting, the rebels 
were resolved to follow the fashion. 
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The Economics of War— The British ’^Situation — ^Measures to 
|)rotcct the Food Supply — ^War^^Risks Insurance — Miflimum 
Prices — ^Absence of Distressp—Measures to pit)tect Credit — 
Opening of the Stock Exchange — Financial Arrangements with 
tl^i United States and Russia— British War Loans — Pooling 
of Allied Resources — Labour Troubles — Economic Condition 
of BTaifce and Russia — German Supplies of Food and Muni- 
tions— German War Finance^ — Inten^Sational Position before 
^ the War— Conditional Contraband — Protest of United States 
—Britain makes Food Contraband^ — ^Germany announces 
Blockade ” of Britain — British Declaration of Blockade — 
Difficulty of Heutlais’ Position — ^Mr. Balfour’s Defence. 

I F a great war is a packfet of surprises for the 
strategist it is not less so for* the economist and 
the jurist. It is proposecf in the present chapter 
to examine some of the phenomena which appeared 
in the provinces of the two latter, and the task can 
scarcely be neglected, for they were vital matters 
to the civilian part of the nations concerned. War 
is fought with a weapon of which the steel point is 
the armies, and the shaft which gives weight to the 
blow the civilian masses pursuing their ordinary 
avocations. The lustiest stroke will miscar^ ifTte 
shaft be rotten. * 

For a generation economists had pfophesied that 
in a world war the dislocation of credit and the 
destruction «f wealth would-be so stupendous that 
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the whole machinery of modern life would come to 
a standstill. Their prophecies were curiously wrong. 
Not unnaturally, perhaps, for political economy is a 
bad ground for forecasts. It is not an exact science, 

" ^ except within limits so narrow, as to make it practi- 

cally unimportant. It selects and abstracts its data, 
an4 its rules work strictly only in a rarefied and un- 
natural world. 'This war left the economist, if he 
t^ere pedantically inclined, in a state of bewilder- ! 
ment. Wild heresies were applied, and worked well 
enough. Deductions,^ mathematically exact, were 
falsified. Certain things Vhich ^ every law should 
happen were never heard of. ,The jurist had sur- 
prises also? but of a diferent kind. He saw a stock 
of laws on whichfit seemed the world had agreed 
^ '' flung again into the melting-pot. He began -to 
realize the dependence of law upon opinion, its 
*’~~*‘»«!«nalleability, the delicacy of its sanctions. For him 
it was^ a bracing experience and highly educative. 
For the narro’syer kind Gf economist it was a'penance 
and a confusion. * 

War both complicates and simplifies the eco- 
nomic situation. The ribs of the state show when 
the comfortable padding falls pff. In examining 
" the economics of the struggle we must first of all 

make a distinction between a country like Britain, 
whero the normal life still in essentials continued, 
and a country like "Germany, where everything, 
necessarily, was mobilized for war. Britain had 
ail'^ihd^world open to her, except the belligerent 
countries. "Her factories were still working largely 
on private cdMracts ; she was still exporting and 
importing, and paying for imports by exports. She 
was still the fipaneiar centre of the ^ world, with 
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relations with foreign bourses and banks, financing 
her Allies and her oversea, dominions, with ships 
on every sea dq,ing the carrying trade of other 
nations besides herself. Britain’s economic prob- 
lem, therefore, was rather complicated than sim- 
plified. She had to^ keep her ordinary life going, ’ 
and adopt special measures to repair those parts, of 
the mechanism which had been crippled by^war. 

The same was true of France-'and Russia in a le8s 
degree. The one had universal service and the 
enemy inside her frontiers ; the other had no trade 
outlets to the west durmg’ most of »the winter 
months ; but both ,wefe in touch with the outer 
worlcf. Germany and Atistria, on 'the other 
hand, were in many ways a , beleaguered gar- 
rison. They could do no trade except with or ' 
through their adjacent neutrals, and every day the 
volume of this must diminish. What imports they.^=^ 
got must be paid for by gold or foreign securities, 
for they, had no exports. They must be self-suffi- 
cing and self-sustaining, and revert to the economy 
of the primitive state. Thdir problem was there- 
fore greatly simplified. , All the machinery of 
foreign bills, and foreign exchanges and foreign 
debts or credits, ha’d stopped short. They had one 
great occupation — ^to provide out of their existing 
resources sufficient war material and sufficient food 
for army and people. So long as the nation was 
agreed, internal payments could be easily regulated, 
and paper money could be indefinitely creae5d?«»H 
Germany was going to win, the highest ifote circula- 
tion would be redeemed with ease. ^-External pay- 
ments did not trouble her, for there were none that 
mattered. , , • 
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Let us imagine a case where a hundred men 
shut up another hundred in a castle, and sit down to 
invest it. The besiegers will get their food from a 
wide neighbourhood, and must pay for it in cash, 
or get it on credit. They must keep up good rela- 
’ tions with the people who sell bread and gun- 
powder, and be able to send to their homes and 
fetclT what th^ want. They will live, in short, 
the ordinary economic life of the rest of the world. 
But the hundred iu the fortress are in a very differ- 
ent case. They cannot get out, and nothing can 
come in; So they must iise the food in the castle 
larder, and the ammunition'^in the castle magazine, 
and make more if the castle garden is large enough 
to grow potatoes, and there is any stock of charcoal 
and saltpetre in the cellars. Their captain will have 
to take charge of the stores, and dole them out care- 
"iMully . He will pay his men their wages from the 
gold he may happen* to have with him, or more 
likely in promissory motes, to be redeemed when 
they are relieved Or hack their way out to their 
^ own land. The economic problem which he 
has to face may be desperate and urgent, but it is 
simple. 

The British situation deserves to be examined 
with some care, for it represented the extreme anti- 
thesis- to that of Germany. It developed on lines 
mainly normal in a world mainly abnormal. But 
at the beginning, when men’s minds were uneasy, 
cervauTemergency measures had to be adopted, and 
throughout’ the war the State had to use, or promise 
the use of, it^^hole credit — ^that is, every stick and 
stone in the land— -to strengthen weak spots in the 
line. Salus populi supremaxlex definitely our 
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maxim, and the State became Leviathan in a sense 
undreamed of by Hobbes. . 

The main tasks of the Government from the 
economic point of view were three : To insure an 
adequate supply of food at reasonable prices ; to 
supply an adequate supply of cash and credit — ' 
largely a psychological problem, for if peopleware 
persuaded that all lawful obligatiqns will be met 
as usual the battle is more than half won ; and ■•to 
finance the war, which meant not only paying pur 
own bills, but giving certain assistance to our Allies. 

The measures to preserve our food supply have 
been already glanced at. Cargoes were insured at 
a rafe which began at five’ guineas pen cent., and 
fell in a Inonth to two guineas. ^ After the destruc- 
tion of the Etnden the rate fell back to little above 
that of peace time, and business resumed its ordinary 
channels. Hulls. were insured through associationsj^^ 
the Government taking 80 jper cent, of “ King’s’^ 
enemy ” risks. The report. of one of the lafgest of 
these — ^the Liverpool and London War Risks Asso- 
ciation — issued on February* 12, 1915, described the 
work done. Up to that jdate the losses on vessels 
insured with the Association, during voyages started 
since the outbreak’ of war, was over ;£8oo,ooo, and 
the premiums received, £1,500,000. “ From No- 
vember,” said the report, “ members havq been 
able in many instances to obtain in the open market 
rates below tfiose fixed by the State, and therefore 
the amount insured with the Association hfasJ»eeea 
diminished.” Again, a Cabinet Comihittee fixed 
maximum prices for certain articles^ food, which, 
after various revisions, were abandoned as business 
became norpial. The, cost* of living rose during 
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the winter, and there were proposals for a further 
official price scale, whicl\the Government after con- 
sideration rejected. In a speech in February the 
Prime Minister pointed out that the prices of cer- 
tain foodstuffs, such as wheat, were fixed not in 
'Britain but in America ; that prices had not risen 
beyond thg point attributable to the increased con- 
sumption of foo4 at home owing to the new armies, 
the closing of the Dardanelles to Russian grain, and 
the lateness of the r Argentine crop. A few minor 
steps yvere taken in this matter — such as the not very 
fortunate Government' purchase of sugar, and an 
attempt by the Board of Agriculture to increase 
and organize home-grown supplies of foodstuff^ 

The ^ second task— to assist credit, atfd there- 
fore employment— Involved a multiplicity of meas- 
ures, only a few of which can be chronicled here. 

.^J^istress was anticipated, and the Local Government 
Board made elaborate preparations for every possible 
conting'ency. Local relief committees were, organ- 
ized ; £ 4 , 000,600 was authorized to be spent on 
-- building houses ; the kw of distress was altered so 
that landlords could not without special permission 
issue warrants for arrears of rent ; and debtors were 
put in a favourable position. As it turned out, there 
was no distress to speak of. In most industries 
there was a great scarcity of labour, and wages rose. 
In our ports, especia%, the casual labourer became 
a rare and much desired phenomenon.^ With several 
railfe>K5i^withdrawn to the army from trade, the work- 
ing classes ''that remained were in a condition of 
comfort and privilege. 

One class of measures was concerned with the 
actual conduct of the®war.., The British railways 
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were virtually taken over t>y the Government, and 
directed by a committee of.general ihanagers, wages 
being increased partly at Government expense. All 
armament firms worked exclusivel}^ for the Govern- 
ment and for the Allies, and their numbers were 
largely augmented by enrolling a variety of railway' 
shops, motor-car faptories, and engineering works 
for the same purpose. Most textile factories’ were 
busy on Government contracts, and in all areas 
where manufacturing w 3 s don« for war purposes 
recruiting was stopped or curtailed. Squads of 
dock labourers had to be sdnt to the French ports 
to assist in landing men and supplies. But the 
demand for war munitions and the special measures 
taken fof that end constituted almost the sole direct 
interference with British trade.' Ordinary manu- 
facturers prepared goods for their ordinary markets 
with no hindrance except an occasional cessation qf,- 
railway facilities and a great shortage of shipping. 

The restoration of financial credit was 'under- 
taken with much boldness and .success, and a laud- 
able disregard of shibboleths and precedents. The 
moratorium and the measures to regulate bills of 
exchange have been described in an earlier chapter. 
The extravagant pliblic finance of recent years had 
to some extent weakened our credit, and heroic 
measures — to be paid for later, no doubt, pn the 
same heroic scale — were necessary. The Stock 
Exchange reopened in January, after an arrange- 
ment had been arrived at that the Banks she^ltLnot 
call in their loans to stockbrokers till year after 
the declaration of peace. It opened-^ blinkers, for 
severe restrictions were needed to prevent our 
enemies rai^ng money, by sflling stocks in London 
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through neutral countries. Speculation was made 
impossible, for a man could only sell stock which 
he actually possessed ; minimum prices were fixed ; 
all transactions were for cash, and there was no 
“ carrying over.” In order to conserve our finan- 
cial resources, the Treasury, in the same month, 
announced that no fresh issues of capital would be 
perfmtted except with its approval, and that this 
approval would only he given when the undertaking 
was deemed desiral^e in the national interest. For 
the r^st, by January — apart from the deadness of 
the Stock Exchange — our financial machinery, while 
working at low power, was ^working naturally and 
normally. There was some strain between Amrerica 
and Britain, owing to the beginning of the war coin- 
-- ciding with the usual seasonal indebtedness of the 
New World to the Old. The New York bankers 

— jodprpd ^20,000,000 in gold at Ottawa on behalf of 
the Bank of England, and this was used to finance 

' the heavy purchases of .war material in the United 
States, and so redressed the balance. In the same 

- way an attempt was made to restore the financial 
equilibrium between Russia and Britain, and a 
credit for Russia was granted in London by an issue 
by the Bank of England of £xo, 000,000 Russian 
Government bills.* Speaking generally, the winter 
showed the great strength and soundness of the 

♦ The exchange began 4»y being enormously against Petro- 
grad, owing to the difiSculties of exporting gopds from Russia. 
This..^na^ it practically impossible for Russian houses to 
liquidate thei&dndebtedness to London. In the same way the 
exchange went heavily against Paris, owing to French pur- 
chases in Britain.”* The exchange was generally in favour of 
London, except in the United States, where the balance was 
considerably in favour of New York. 
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British banking system, which had sjirvived a stress 
whic^ would have shattered the credit of most 
nations. Incidentally it revealed the enorrnous 
power of the joint-stock banks, who had the right 
to call the tune. ,, Holding ;£6oo, 000,000 of th^ 
people’s money, they were the main financiers of 
British trade. ’ * „ • 

The third task — to pay our bills and those of 
some of our Allies— was lOnly* begun during the first 
eight months of war. It may haply be completed in 
the time of the grandson of the youngest child in 
Britain to-day. The joah of ;(j35o,ooo,ooo raised in 
Noiiember — ^issued at 95 wjth interest at 3J, and so 
virtually a 4 per cent, security— includfed a loan of 
thirty millions to Canada, Austsalia, and New Zea- 
land, the loan to Belgium, and a small advance to 
Serbia. At a conference of the Allied finance min- 
isters held in Patis in February, an arrangement wa» 
come to for pooling the Allied resources. .Britain, 
France?, and Russia agreed to take over in equal 
shares advances made to present and future allies, 
and to make jointly all purchases from neutral 
countries. It is needless to detail the various types 
of new taxation introduced in Britain and elsewhere. 
We were unfortunate enough to enter upon war with 
our normal war taxes — ^the income tax and the 
super-tax — ^already on a war basis. Britain was 
spending at the rate of somUhing over £2,000,000 
a day. It w^s estimated by one statistician * that 
a year of war on this scale would co^t theToritish 
Empire directly and indirectly £1,25^,000,000, which 
represented about one-fourteenth of the national 

* Jfc. E<tear Crammond in, a paper read to the Royal 
Statistical Society on March 16, 1915. 
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wealth of Britain, and about one-twentieth of the 
national wealth of the British Empire. 

The economic position at the beginning of the 
spring of 1915 was that Britain continued her normal 
activities, slightly depressed in^some quarters and 
enormously increased in others. Her commercial 
and financial mechanism was intact, and while most of 
her private industries went on, a considerable section 
wal switched off to pufposes directly connected with 
war. The one seribus difficulty appeared in this 
latter Sphere. Germany had calculated on various 
joints in our* harness — civil war in Ireland, an apa- 
thetic Government, a people unwilling to recruit, 
and labour troubles. Only the last gave any colour 
of truth --to her forecast. There seems little doubt 
but that German agents were at work during the 
winter in the main armament areas, fomenting 
hnaginary grievances and circulating tales of vast 
profits niade by the employers. During February, 
in various districts engaged in the manufacture of 
war material, notably^ on^the Clyde and the Mersey, 
strikes broke out, in most cases against the wish of 
the leaders of the Trade -Unions concerned. For 
long discipline had been growing slack — even the 
self-imposed discipline of the Unions — and em- 
ployers found too often that an arrangement with 
the men’s representatives was by no means an 
arrangement with the ifien. 

The British labour troubles gave '■great joy to 
the CZielhy, and much concern to the nation and 
our Allies; for they hindered the manufacture of 
munitions, especially shells, on which the life of 
our armies depended. The troubles were an in- 
evitable consequence of'’a system of private arma- 
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ment firms working under the same conditions as 
other businesses. At Creysot the then are soldiers, 
amenable to military law, and a strike is a mutiny, 
punishable in time of war with death. Our system 
allowed a workman, for the sake of another penny 
an hour, to jeopardize the lives of thousands of his 
countrymen, and tp endanger the future of his 
country. The blame for this preposterous sa?:e of 
affairs should not, however, be laid only on Hhe 
workman’s shoulders ; he in turn was a victim of 
national supineness, and his case was ia some 
respects a strong one. ¥efy often he* had tried to 
enlist, and had been sent back to make armaments. 
HeTiad been compelled to work overljme — an un- 
wise Stef) forced by the Government upon employers, 
for it is well known that protracted overtime weakens 
the efficiency of the workman, so that he actually 
produces less than in a normal week. He was tired, 
sulky, disappointed, and soon he grew overstrained. 
As he, was making high *wages he had s certain 
amount of spare cash, and it. is uftfortunately true 
that he often drank more than usual, and his whole 
nervous system deteriorated. It was easy to find 
grievances, and he had a good prima facie case. 
Though he was Earning big wages, he had to work 
hard for them, and he found the cost of living 
going up ; while he believed, with some reason, that 
his masters were earning pKofits utterly dispropor- 
tioned to hi§ increased pay. Again, he saw many 
of his Trade Union rules infringed owing^to the 
exigencies of war. It did not matter* to him that 
his Union leaders had consented to- the change, for 
the workman as a rule is as suspicious of his leaders 
as of othe% people ; and h« feared that presently he 
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would be swamped with' blackleg labour. Remem- 
ber, too, that fdr years hq had been taught by dema- 
gogues that he had rights but no duties, and invited 
to embrace a policy based on stark" selfishness. He 
was so much better than his mentors that when the 
■crisis came he was ready as a rale to play his part, 
and enlist ’^ith his brothers and, cousins. But when 
he w-ss compelled to continue his ordinary work his 
senrse of the gravity of things seemed to slip away. 
How could it be otherwise ? Almost every news- 
paper p)ublished flaming headlines daily, announcing 
some gigantic Allied Access. He looked at the 
headlines, and did not read' the obscure message 
from Rome ^nd Athens on which they were founcled. 
When Bill and Jock came back from the front and 
shook their heads, fie could only think that Bill and 
Jock had had specially bad experiences. Did not 
every paper tell him that we were -winning easily ? 
Did not the wise and good ingeminate “ Business as 
usual,” 'or “ Victories as» usual ” ? He believed in 
both, and business as- usual naturally implied strikes 
as usual. * 

It was easy for the ordinary man to lose his 
temper with the strikers ; but, in common fairness, it 
should be recognized that much of their case was 
sound, and that what was not was mainly the fault 
of their former teachers. Conscription and mili- 
tary law would have probably been popular in the 
armament areas, for no sane man likes to be with- 
out disfij^line and leaders. The various steps taken 
by the Government to meet the situation might be 
described as teatatives towards this solution. The 
exceptional nature of the time was emphasized, and 
guarantees were given t'hat the principles of the 
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Trade Unions should not suffer. The movement 
towards Government contijol and th*e prohibition of 
alcohol must be left for a later chapter. 

The economic condition of France and Russia 
may be dealt with ftiore briefly, for it was the same 
as Britain’s, with reservations for the seffect pf a 
conscript army in withdrawing men from trade, and 
for their temporary losses of territory. Lille Snd 
Lodz in German hands were sections cut off from 
their industrial life to which we in Britain had no 
parallel. But for France all her foreign outlets 
remained, so far as they could be used, and for 
Russia the East was stiH open. Both showed 
astonishing recuperative powe^;, their industries 
];eacting to the stimulus of war. Russia was more 
or less self-supporting, save in respect of munitions, 
and her large gold reserve, but little short o| 
France’s and more than l^alf as large again as 
Germany’s, was sufficient to pay for her 'foreign 
purchases of war material. She financed the war 
by the issue of short loan§. Treasury bills, and a 
loan redeemable in forty-nine years. She consider- 
ably increased taxation, for she had to make up 
a deficit in income of more than ^84,000,000, 
caused by the prohibition of the trade in spirits. 
France after 1 5th December financed herself, chiefly 
by Treasury bonds, which on*i2th March, according 
to a statemenf by M. Ribot, had reached a total of 
nearly 55, 000 ,000. These bonds were "’irtpidly 
taken up and distributed through all "classes, and 
for them the peasant and the small tradesman 
brought out his store of gold from, the stocking- 
foot. The revenue, which had fallen heavily down 
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to October, began to pick up with extraordinary 
rapidity. Histo'ry has shown that no enemy dares 
to reckon on France’s exhaustion either in men or 
money. 

Germany, as we have seefi, was now in the 
widest sense a beleaguered city, and her 
economics were^the economics of a fortress. By 
thd' end of 1914 she' could not hope to receive 
any large quantity** of foodstuffs or war muni- 
tions dfom abroad, and by March of the new 
year all imports ceaseci except from existing stocks 
held in Scandinavia, Holldnd,. and Italy. ,Her 
problem was simply to ’organize the distribution of 
her donoestic stocks,, and to see that so far as possible 
they were replenished from home sources. New 
foodstuffs must be won from the soil, new supplies 
pf chemicals and ore from the mines, as far as was 
consistent with the preoccupations of war. Her 
task was one of internal production and adminis- 
tration. The financial side was simple. So long 
as the nation was confident, the credit of the State 
could be used indefinitely,. 

The harvest of 1914 had been a poor one ; but 
at first the food question was little considered, since 
the public expectation was of an immediate and final 
victory. Apparently there was some miscalculation 
as to the amount of com available, and in the autumn 
there was a good deal of careless waste. Early in 
the -tirsw year the German Government suddenly 
realized thaf the national supplies under this head 
were running short, and might vanish before the 
harvest of 1915: reinforced them. Accordingly elab- 
orate provisions were made »to husband the stores 
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of flour. Municipalities were giv^ the right to 
confiscate private stocks, the bakers became Govern- 
ment servants, and bread cards were issued, which 
fixed the amount which the holder w^as entitled to 
buy. Bread becar^e dear and bad. All the_in-» 
diistries depending on grain were restricted, little 
beer was brev^ed, aftd pigs no longer co*uld b^ fat- 
tened. Millers were compelled by law to mix, 30 
per cent, of rye flour with wheat flour before de- 
livery, and the bakers were compelled to sell as 
wheaten bread a compound -lof this already blended 
flour and 20 per cent* of potato starch flour. Rye 
bread might be 30.per cent;, potato. 

Such, a shortage, however, was a 16 ng way re- 
moved from famine. Most foodstuffs in Germany 
were still cheap and plentiful. A dinner in Berlin 
in January did not cost more than a meal in Lon- 
don ; only the bread was indifferent. Luxuries, as* 
in all such cases, were more'plentiful and relatively 
cheaper than necessaries. * The future, however, 
was darkening. The harvest *of 1915 must be a 
bad one, and the most meticulous thrift could not 
spread out supplies indefinitely. What was felt in 
January as merely an inconvenience would by July 
be a pinch, and by the winter an agony. 

Most industrial stocks— such as cotton — of course 
ran short, but they mattered little. The grave ques- 
tion was that of materials which formed the bases 
for the manufacture of war munitions. Bef ore the 
war Germany had consumed annually ';585,oool;ons 
of saltpetre, 224,000 tons of rubber, 1,100,000 of 
petroleum, and 224,000 of copper. In the last two 
cases there was some small local production — about 
10 per cent/of the whdle. She had also made large 
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importations of, nitrates. The Allied blockade cut 
off much of the saltpetre, all the rubber, and most 
of the copper, petroleum, and nitrates. War such 
as Germany waged, with its immense use of artil- 
lery and motor transport, was, simply impossible 
without these materials. Some, such as petroleum, 
couldfcbe replaced to a certain extent by substitutes ; 
nitjcates could be ‘chemically produced ; and the large 
stocks of copper in private use could be drawn upon 
for a considerable time. But no substitute could 
be found fo:^ rubber, a*:d this commodity was Ger- 
many’s sorest need during the, early months of 1915. 
The Allies at this time were perhaps a -little 
inclined to “exaggerate Germany’s shortage of war 
material; and to underestimate the ingenuity of 
German scientists. But the pinch existed, as in 
the case of food, and in time would become a grave 
menace. 

German finances during the war did not present 
any great difficulties to a’ well-disciplined State, pro- 
vided — and the point is, vital — ^that the people were 
confident of the ultimate issue, and that panic were 
avoided. Two credits for ;^25o,ooo,ooo each were 
voted before Christmas, and early in the new year 
another ^500,000,000 was asked for. The money 
was raised by loan, and there was no increase of 
taxatioh. The Spandau war chest was early in the 
campaign added to the gold reserve of the Reichs- 
ban k, an d it was maintained in Germany that these 
resefvi^, as, late as February 1915, were scarcely 
touched. This may have been true, for Germany 
had had little reason, owing to the blockade, to use 
her gold. At 'the beginning of the war she con- 
templated the raising of a 'foreign lotn, and the 
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American firm of Kuhn, Loeb, and Company was 
asked to place bonds to the extent of £250,000,000. 
This was found impossible bwing to the refusal of the 
other New York banks to co-operate, and German war 
loans became wholly domestic matters. Nominally 
they were highly successful. They were fully and 
readily subscribed, and gave the Imperial Treasurer 
occasion for dithyrambic speeches on the financial 
resources of his country. This is’ not the placg to 
recount the details of these Qurious transactions. 
By means of credit societies advances in notes were 
made on every kind of prcTerty ; the§e notes were 
legal tender, and against them the Reichsbank 
issued its own notes. The general result was 
economically not very different from *what would 
have been obtained by a large Increase of’Govern- 
ment notes without gold security. It was a per- 
fectly justifiable policy for a country situated as 
Germany was. 'She mobilized the internal credit 
of the nation as she ha(^ 'mobilized her .armies. 
So lon^ as her people looked^ for victory, so long 
they were justified in i>eheving that indem- 
nities and the spoils of conquest would readily 
liquidate all the obligations which the State had 
incurred towards them. It was commonly estimated 
that the struggle was costing Germany in a direct 
expenditure not far from £3,000,000 a day. Her 
loss from stoppage of production was greatSr than 
that of France and Russia, and far greater than 
that of Britaili. One estimate put the losse ^ pnder 
this head for a year’s war at £250^00,000 for 
the British Empire, £400,000,000 for Russia, 
£625,000,000 for France, and no less than 
£958,000,000 for Germany^ • 
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To sum up these provisional notes, we may say 
that the Allies/ owing to the command of the sea, 
conducted — under difficulties — their usual economic 
life ; while Germany was almost Wholly on a war 
basis, in spite of the fact that scarcely any German 
territory was in enemy possession, and large areas 
of French ^d Russian soil were in German occu- 
patidSi. Germany was short in some classes of 
foodstuffs and badly crippled in several forms of 
war material, but epdeavoiired to meet the first by 
a rigorous control of distribution and the second by 
the use of substitutes. '“The war finance of all the 
belligerents was a matter of gigantic loans, but the 
security differed. With' the Allies it was a weak- 
ened, but in its main lines a normal, economic life ; 
with Germany it wlis solely the prospect of victory 
and the fruits of victory. Defeat for Germany 
would mean a colossal bankruptcy., She had made 
Ml her assets a pawn in^the game of war. 

r- 

The questions of international law which arose 
in the early months of 1915 were in themselves so 
curious, and their importance in our relations with 
America and other neutrals was so great, that they 
demand some notice. In order to understand the 
situation we must realize the international prac- 
tice at the outbreak of war. We may leave out of 
account the Declaration of London, for a coach 
and four had been driven through ,that unlucky 
arrangisment before August was gone, and a handle 
was thereby^ given for Germany’s charge that we 
had been the first to play fast and loose with inter- 
national arrangements. 

Under the ordinary practice enemy’Sj- Ships were 
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liable to capture and enemy’s goods on board to 
confiscation, neutral goods going , free. Neutral 
ships could sail with impdnity to and from enemy 
ports, and any »enemy goods which they carried 
were exempt from capture unless they happened 
to be contraband of war. Contraband of vyar was 
anything which was of direct use to t|;ie enemy’s 
fleets and armies. 'It included not only weajsons 
and explosives, but material^ whfch were capable 
of a double use, the latter being called conditional 
contraband. In the Napoleonic wars conditional 
contraband was usually thiflgs like tar, hemp, and 
timber ; now it is swch things as petroleum and 
copper. If conditional contraband was destined 
for an enemy port it was liable to capture in a neutral 
bottom. Food for the civilian* populatiofi of the 
enemy was not contraband ; it might become so 
if destined for the enemy’s soldiers or sailors, but 
this destination was obviously almost impossible tc 5 
prove. Contraband, conditfonal or otherwise, was 
liable to seizure if it was assigped to a neutral port 
but could be shown to betdestined for the enemy. 
These principles were fairly clear, but they involved 
a large number of questions of fact — such as the real 
destination of a cargo, and the precise ownership of 
a hull. Such questions of fact were decided by 
Prize Courts, which condemned or released the 
captured vessels submitted to them, and af ranged 
for compensation, sale, and the other consequences 
of their verdicts. It should be remembei;^ that 
Prize Courts do not administer the domestic law 
of the country which appoints them. They sit, in 
Lord Stowell’s famous words, “ not to administer 
occasional ^nd shifting opinion td serv^e present 
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purposes of particular national interests, but to 
administer with indifference that justice which the 
law of nations holds out without distinction to inde- 
pendent states, some happening to be neutral and 
some to be belligerent.” 

’ No>v, unfortunately, while there may be agree- 
ment in p^ce on the main international principles, 
there- is apt to be veiy^ little unanimity in war, for a 
Power puts the emphasis differently according as it 
is a neutral or a belligerent. A great maritime Power 
like Britain is subject to a special temptation. In her 
own wars she is apt to ride belligerent rights hard, 
for she wants to use her naval strength to destroy 
the enemy. _ If she is a neutral she will press neutral 
rights to the furthest point conceivable, for she wants 
to get the benefit ' of her big mercantile marine,. 
The United States, in the Civil War, were rigid 
sticklers for belligerent rights, while we pled the 
£ause of neutrals. In this war we were all for 
belligerents, and they ’were the advocates of neu- 
trals. If the 'Situation had been reversed, and 
Britain had been neutral, undoubtedly we should 
have done as America did. There is a human 
nature in states as in individuals, and human 
nature is rarely consistent. 

The first difficulty arose in connection with 
conditional contraband, especially copper. Ger- 
many heeded copper,, and she could only get it 
from foreign countries, notably America. Now, 
coppe;;^ shipped to Hamburg would be clearly 
contraband, -^and would be seized; but what if 
it were shipped to Genoa or Bergen ? Suddenly 
the exports of American copper to Europe began to 
grow prodigiously. In j 91 3,, from Augjist to De- 
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cember, the imports to Italy had been £15,000,000; 
in 1914 they were £26,000,000. Scandinavia and 
Holland for the same period in 1913 had imported 
£7,000,000 ; in ^[914 the figures were £25,000,000. 
This looked suspicious enough, for these countries 
were not in the enjoyment of an industrial- boomj 
and such high copper stocks could only be meant 
for Germany. Our position was, difficult, jil we 
allowed them to land, Germany would get threm. 
If we arrested them on Ihe high seas, we had little 
or no evidence of a Germap destination to -go on. 
We could only presume that, m the state sf the Dutch, 
Scandinavian, and Italian copper trade, they must 
be going to Germany. ’ , 

We adopted the doctrine of “continuous voy- 
age,” against which we had often made outcry m 
the past, and we pressed it very hard. That doc- 
trine was first fieard of in the Seven Years’ War^, 
and came to great notoriety during the American 
Civil War. When the North was blockading the 
South, Northern warships would discover a British 
merchantmen bound for Nassau in the Bahamas with 
a cargo of rifles, or to Matamoros, just across the? 
Rio Grande from Texas’, with shells. These were; 
war stores, and of no use to the quiet civilian ; and 
since Mexico and the Bahamas were not at war, the 
presumption was that the cargoes were destiped for 
the Confederacy. Accordingly these innocent mer- 
chantmen wq^e seized and condemned, after some 
highly interesting decisions by the United-States 
Prize Courts. Britain protested vigofPusly, espe- 
cially the lawyers, but the Government happily 
took no steps. When the Boer War came we 
showed some disposition to accep? the America© 
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view; for, since the Transvaal had no sea coast, 
contraband couM only come by a neutral port like 
Delagoa Bay, and we stopped several vessels on this 
suspicion. By the present time We had accepted 
whole-heartedly the American doctrine, and it was for 
America to repine at the consequences of her teaching. 
Indeed, wee greatly improved on it. The Northern 
cruisfers took only cargoes of absolute contraband 
where the presumption of enemy destination was 
unrebuttable. We took cargoes of conditional contra- 
band, ipart of which might easily have been used by 
neutral civilian industries, and we defined conditional 
contraband in a way which pkyed havoc with that 
Declaration of London which iii early August we 
proudly declared to be our guide. 

The tJnited States made a temperate protest on 
28th December, and Sir Edward Grey replied on 
'Dec 28 January with some, friendly obser- 

vations, pleading the force majeure of 
necessity, and on i8th iFsbruary with a long, state- 
ment,* setting forth the whole British case, referring 
Feh 18 American' usage in the past, and 
pointing out that, whatever our restric- 
tions, America was prospering over the business. 
In this statement he outlined a far more startling 
departure from international practice than the seizure 
of American copper, and on ist March a Declaration 
of the British Government expounded the new 
policy. 

Oa»26th January the German Government had 
« ^ announced the future control of all 

jan. 2 . foodstuffs, including imports from over- 
seas. This abolished the distinction between food 
* See Appendix III. 
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destined for the civil population and that for the 
armed forces. “ Experiepce showS,” ran Sir Ed- 
ward- Grey’s statement, “ that the power to requisi- 
tion will be usfed to the fullest extent in order to 
make sure that the wants of the military are sup- 
plied, and however much goods may be importeci 
for civil use it is by the military that the}^ be 
consumed if military exigencies .require it, espe- 
cially now that the German Government iiave 
taken control of all the* foodstuffs in the country.” 
In these circumstances it jvas natural that ’Britain 
should treat as contraband of war all* food cargoes 
for Germany, and^for’a neutral port if their ultimate 
destination was patent. ’ ^ . 

Germany replied by annoiyicing a blpckade of 
.Britain as from i8th February. British vessels or 
neutral vessels in British waters would 
be sunk by submarines without notice, 
and without any provision, for the safety of crew 
and passengers. This threat was put intd action, 
and on ist March came the Declaration by Britain 
of a counter blockade. The Declaration deserves 
to be quoted in full : — . 

“ Germany has jdeclared that the English Channel, the 
north and west coasts of France, and the waters round the 
British Isles are a ‘ war area,' and has officially notified that 
‘ all enemy ships found in that area will be destrcwed, and 
that neutral vessels may be exposed to danger.’ 'niis is in 
effect a claim to toi-pedo at sight, without regard to the safety 
of the crew of passengers, any merchant vessel under any 
flag. As it is not in the power of the German Admiralty to 
maintain any surface craft in these waters. This attack can 
only be delivered by submarine agency. The law and custom 
of nations in regard to attacks on commerce have always 
presurned that the first duty of the cafiitor of a merchant 
vessel is to (bring it before a prize court, where it may be 
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tried, where the regularity of the capture may be challenged, 
and where neutrak may recover their cargoes. The sinking 
of prizes is in itself a questionable act, to be resorted to only 
in extraordinary circumstances and after ^provision has been 
made for the safety of all the crew or passengers (if there are 
passengers on board). The responsibility for discriminating 
Between -neutral and enemy vessels, aFid between neutral and 
enemy cargo, ^..obviousty rests with the attacking ship, whose 
duty f* is to verify the status and character of the vessel and 
cargo, and to preserve all papers before sinking or even cap- 
turiifg it. So also is the humane duty of providing for the 
safety of the crews of merchant vessels, whether neutral or 
enemy, ;an obligation upon every belligerent. It is upon this 
basis that all previous discussions of the law for regulating 
warfare at sea have proceeded. 

A German submarine, however, Julftls none of these 
obligations. She enjoys no local command of the waters in 
which she operates. She does not take her captures within 
the jurisdiction of a prize court. She carries no prize crew 
which she can put on board a prize. She uses no effective 
means of discriminating between a neutral and an enemy 
yessel. She does not receive on board for safety the crew 
of the vessel she sinks. Her methods of warfare are there- 
fore entirely outside the scope of any of the international 
instruments regulating operations against commerce* in time 
of war. The German declaration substitutes indiscriminate 
destruction for regulated capture. 

“ Germany is adopting these methods against peaceful 
traders and non-combatant crews with the avowed object 
of preventing commodities of all kinds, (including food for 
the civil population) from reaching or leaving the British 
Isles or Northern France. Her opponents are, therefore, 
driven ip frame retaliatory measures in order in their turn 
to prevent commodities of ^any kind from reaching or leaving 
Germany. These measures will, however, be enforced by 
the British and French Governments without risk to neutral 
ships orto neutral or non-combatant life, and in strict observ- 
ance of the dilates of humanity. 

** The British and French Governments will therefore hold 
themselves free to detain and take into port ships carrying 
goods of presumed enemy destination, ownership, or origin. 
It is not intended to confiscate such vessels or liargoes unless 
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they would otherwise be liable to condemnation. The treat- 
ment, of vessels and cargoes which hav^ sailed before this 
date will not be affected.” * 

Obviously tbe measure did not fulfil the con- 
ditions of a technical blockade, and the Government 
did not claim it »as such. A complete effective 
blockade of Germany was impossible. »We did not 
control the Baltic, and Sweden a^d Norway %ould 
therefore be in a different position from a neutral 
like America. Further* most' of the German ini- 
ports went through neutra|, ports, and to meet this 
difficulty we had gone far beyond «the ordinary 
blockade. We had proclaimed the right to “ de- 
tain and take into’ port ships carrying ^oods of pre- 
sumed ’enemy destination, ovraership, or origin.” 
.This was not the old “ conditional contraband ” 
and “ continuous voyage ” question about which we 
had been arguing with America before Christmas. 
It was a claim to capture^ enemy merchandise of 
the rpost innocent kind*, 'even when carried in 
neutral bottoms — a wholesale, rejection of the Dec- 
laration of Paris. Further, instead of presuming 
cargoes of conditional contraband to have an inno- 
cent destination unless’ a guilty was proved, we 
were compelled’ to presume guilt unless inno- 
cence was clearly made out, and the bias of pre- 
sumption leaned heavily against the possibility of 
innocence. * 

These iijeasures, which involved a very com- 
prehensive rewriting of international law^ were 
avowedly “ reprisals ” * against Germany. Ger- 

• “ Reprisals” is a technical term in international law, 
and has been defined as " retaliation to fqfce an enemy guilty 
of a certain* act of illegkimat» warfare to comply with the 
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many had crashed through the whole system like 
Alnaschar’s basket. Her ^methods of waging war, 
her treatment of civilian inhabitants in France 
and Belgium, her conduct towards* prisoners, her 
laying of mines on the high seas, her sinking of 
merchant vessels and crews, her bombardment of 
unfortified towns — the roll was damning enough to 
justify any reprisajs. But the British measure bore 
heavily upon innocent -neutrals, and it is well to 
recognize the very grave fnconvenience to which 
a Power like America w^s put. She did not know 
where she stood, and it is greatly to her credit that 
she recognized the novel situation created by German 
modes of warfare, and did not quibble about the 
letter of the law. The Allied Governmeftts ad- 
mitted the difficulty and did not propose to confis--, 
cate the vessels and cargoes detained, unless they 
’tyere confiscable on the normal grounds of con- 
traband. Whether damages should be paid for 
detention, or the goods Ibought by Britain, wgs left 
presumably to the Prize Courts and the executive 
officers. Germany in her blockade proposed to 
sink neutral ships and sacrifice non-combatant lives. 
The British blockade involved no more than deten- 
tion. The latter was therefore m'uch less than a 
blockade, which gives the captor the right to con- 
fiscate any blockade-runners. As our blockade was 
technically incomplete, so the penalties we exacted 
were technically inadequate. ^ 

It is difficult to see what other course was pos- 

m. 

laws of war.” — Oppenheim, IL, p. 41. The main rules con- 
nected with them are : (i) that they should not be dispro- 
portionate to the pffence committed, by the enemy; and 
{2) they must respect the laws^of hugianity and morality. 
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sible, and the British Government are to be con- 
gratulated on having framed a novel measure to 
meet* novel conditions, and on having declined., in 
the Prime Minister’s words, “ to be strangled in a 
network of juridical niceties.” Germany was out 
of court, and, apart from the justification elforded 
by her recent conduct, the principles on which 
Britain acted had been approved by BisrSarck, 
Caprivi, and von Bernhardi.. To neutrals, who? had 
a real grievance, we defended our action _ on the 
ground of sheer necessity— a necessity which may 
override the technical provisions but not the eternal 
principles of international equity. If your opponent 
breaks the rules of the game it is impossible to re- 
main bound by them without giving him an undue 
.advantage, but an honourable man will not lower 
himself by adopting the baser kind of trick. We 
proclaimed a blQckade which was not formally perfect 
according to the text-books^ though it was not un- 
like that proclaimed by the United States in 1861 ; 
we justified its formal imperfections by the fact that 
we were fighting with an enemy who owned no 
allegiance to any law. Mr. Balfour, on 29th March, 
published a defence of* our action, to which it is 
hard to see an answer. 

" But after all it is the equity of the Allied case rather 
than the law which mainly interests the thinking public in 
America and elsewhere. The question which proles most 
insistently for an answer is not directly connected with legal 
definitions of blockade, but with problems of international 
morality. There axe German thinkers of distinction who deny 
that any such morality exists ; but this happiiy is not a doc- 
trine which has any chance of acceptance among English- 
speaking peoples. What then does international morality 
require of one belligerent when the other belligerent tramples 
intemationalwlaw in the dust ? • 
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** To some persons the answer to this question seems easy. 
Why, they ask, should the crime of one party modify the 
policy of the other ? International rales should be obeyed 
by both sides, but their repudiation by one side leaves the 
obligation of the other unimpaired. 

'' Such an answer, however, confounds international 
morality^ with international law; and though doubtless the 
two are closely related they are not *^identicaL The obliga- 
tion q| the firit is absolute, that of the second is conditional ; 
and die of its condi1;ions is reciprocity. 

'Hf any feel inclined quarrel with the word ' con- 
ditional * let them consider what would happen if ordinary 
law were deprived of all its sanctions, if the State lost all 
power to enforce obligation^, to protect the innocent, or to 
punish the guilty. A community so situated might prosper 
so long as there was a general agreement to obey the laws 
and the agreement were maintained. " But if the criirlinals 
broke it wheneVer it suited them, ought the innocent tamely 
to submits? Ought they to entrust their security to police 
who could afford no protection, and to courts which could 
inflict no penalties ? Ought they, in short, to behave pre- 
cisely as they would if social conditions were normal ? Few, 
I believe, would think so. 

'' Now, the relation between States under international 
law mosf closely resembles tfie relation between individuals 
in such a community as I have described. International 
law has no sanctions ; no penalties are inflicted on those who 
violate its rules ; and if a State makes use of forbidden weapons 
the neutrals, who blame its policy, do nothing to protect its 
victims. Nor is this surprising. In the present unorganized 
condition of international relations it coufd not well be other- 
wise. But let them remember that impotence, like power, 
has duties as well as privileges ; and if they cannot enforce 
the law ""on those who violate both its spirit and its letter 
let them not make haste to criticize belligerents who may 
thereby be compelled in self-defence to violaie4ts letter, while 
carefully regarding its spirit. For otherwise the injury to 
the future (kvelopment of international law may be 
serious indeed. If the rales of warfare are to bind one 
belligerent and leave the other free, they cease to mitigate 
suffering ; they oply load the dice in favour of the un- 
scrupulous; and those counMes ^11 most readily agree to 
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changes in the law of nations wlio do not mean to be bound 

by them. 

“ Fut though, as I think, international law can hardly be 
literally* obeyed unless both sides are prepared to obey it, 
we must not conclude that the absence of reciprocity justifies 
the injured party in acting as if international law and inter- 
national morality had thereby been abrogated. This would* 
be a monstrous doctrine! The Germans, who began the war 
by tearing up a treaty, •continued it by infiictiflg the worst 
horrors of war upon a people they had sworp to defend. 3ould 
we therefore argue that because the pbligations of international 
law are reciprocal, the Allies, when the opportunity occurs, 
would be justified in plundering private property, shooting 
imiocent civilians, outraging wom«en, and wantonly destroy- 
ing works of art ? Could they rightly do Germany ail 
that Germany has done to Belgium ? 

‘ ' Assuredly not. I preach no ^ubh doctrine. These things 
were brutal and barbarous before the law o:^ nations took 
formal shape ; they would remain bnutal and baxbarous if 
the law of nations fell into desuetude. Germany would in- 
deed have no right to complain of retaliation in kind ; but 
this would not justify us in descending to her level. The 
policy which I am d'bfending has no resemblance to this. 
violates no deep ethical instincts ; •it is in harmony with the 
spirit of international law ; it ft more regardful of* neutral 
interests than the accepted rales oi blockade ; nor is the 
injury which it is designed to infliet on the enemy of a different 
character from that inflicted by an ordinary blockade. And, 
lastly, it is a reply to an attack which is not only illegal, but 
immoral ; and if some reply be legitimate and necessary, can 
a better one be devised ? 


CHAPTER XLL 
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r THE WAR OF ATTRITION* IN THE WEST. 

r 

Meaning of Stalemate '' and a “ War of Attrition — Germany*a 
Difficulties — Her Reserves — ^Her Losses — ^Tlie Allied Line in 
tb^e West — Fighting on the Yser — Fighting at Ypres and. St. 
Eloi— The Struggle for ^the Brickfield at Cuinchy — ^Beath of 
Brigadier-General Gough — ^The Fight at Soissons — ^The War in 
Champagne — ^The Argonne — ^The Salient at St. Mihiel— The 
War in the Vosges — ^TcTp^graphy of Alsace — C^ture o$ Stein- 
bach — Attempt against Mulhouse—Loss of Hartmannswei- 
lerkojpf — Summarj^of Ten Weeks. 

I N January one of the German comic papers 
published a cartoon in which ,two French staff 
officers were depicted measuring the day’s 
advance with a footrule. in order to make up their 
report. Readers o£ the French communiques, who 
learned that after a sanguinary contest the line had 
advanced fifty metres or so, might be pardoned for 
wondering if the ground" were not dearly bought. 
If we are to understand the Allied strategy in the 
West at the beginning of 1915 we must be very 
clear about the meaning of two much misused terms, 
“ stalemate ” and “ alstrition.” 

It is correct in a sense to say t|iat the war in 
the West, after the German failure before Ypres, 
relapsed into a stalemate. The offensive had been 
foiled, and could not be renewed yet awhile ; while 
the Allies, still outnumbered and out-guimed, were 
not ready for £ay general corjnter-attacC But it vras 
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not such a stalemate as happened frequently in the 
Middle Ages, when two mercenary araiies, wearied 
and cAienly matched, and with no inducement to 
force a decision,* sat down and looked at one an- 
other. The Allied purpose was far better served 
by waiting than by movement. France and Britain ' 
had not their reserves ready either of* men or 
material, but every day brought them ne^er. 
Every day complicated Germany’s problem, toth 
with regard to the Eastern front and to the siege 
instituted by the Allied fleefs. Our tactics ’were 
Fabian tactics — cunctando restituere rent — ^and our 
inaction was in itself a form of offensive. We must 
increase and Germany must decrease. , _ 

But there was a positive side %o our policy. By 
frequent local attacks we kept the edge of our temper 
keen ; we prevented Germany from concentrating 
in force against any part of our line we detained , 
troops which might otherwise have been sent to 
reinforce von Hindenburg ? and we still flirther 
weakened the German man-power,' since by the 
nature of Germany’s methods her losses were more 
considerable than ours. That is the meaning of a 
war of attrition. One side wears down the other 
by attacks where the casualties are disproportionate, 
either absolutely, or relatively to the total available 
man-power. There must be this balance in favour 
of the attacker ; otherwise the attrition is pointless, 
since both suffpr alike. 

It will be well to pause for a moment and con- 
sider the difficulty of Germany’s probfem in the 
first weeks of 1915, Having staked heavily on the 
first throw, she was handicapped for all subsequent 
movements. itAn official Freiach calculation put her 
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armies on both fronts at the beginning of January 
at 4,000,000 men, and her gross available reserves 
at 3,200,000. Deducting the old and unfit, there 
remained just 2,000,000 for the whole campaign of 
1915. Of these, 800,000 odd were immediately 
" available, 500,000 would be ready in April, and the 
remainingf^ 700,000 during the second half of the 
yeaf. Most of.these reserves would be of inferior 
quSlity, and there would have to be a wholesale 
improvisation of officers,*^ for the losses in officers 
had exceeded half thg effectives. The net loss in 
the German armies per month was in the neigh- 
bourhood of 260,000^ so the reserves of 1915 could 
not fill thcogaps in the* line. In January, therefore, 
Germany, according to this calculation, ‘might be 
said to have reached her maximum of possible effort. 
This estimate was beyond doubt much too favourable 
r to the Allies, but it was reasonable to assume from 
the facts at our disposal that from some time in the 
early summer Germany would require her reserves to 
replace her nofmal wastage, and would not be able 
to increase her field strength. On the other hand, 
the Allies were still far from their climax. The new 
British armies had been in trainirig since September, 
and would be available in the spring. At least three 
new French armies were in process of formation. 
The Jlussian third and fourth millions, which had 
been held up owing to lack of equipment, were be- 
lieved to be ready for the field in Apfil. Moreover, 
guns and ammunition were being manufactured by 
the Allies fo an extent which at that time was thought 
impossible for Germany. All these reserves and sup- 
plies would npt be forthcoming in January, probably 
not in March ; but they might appearoin April, and 
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by the early summer they would be a certainty. 

It seemed therefore Germa;iy’s intei'est to strike a 
blow early in the year if she still hoped for victory. 

The general ej^pectation was that the blow would 
fall in the West. The East had already proved a , 
thankless fighting ground, where victoiy led* to no 
conclusive results. As we shall see in' the next 
chapters, that expectation was falsified. Gern&ny 
drew one first line corps, frcttn the West, created 
five new formations, and launched her forces in a 
violent assault upon the Rus^sian flanlrs. Wh^ the 
decision was made we do not know. 'Perhaps it 
was that Poland a^d East Prussia were suddenly 
bound in frost, while the Flanders fields were still 
drenched with rain. Or Count 'Ksza and the Hun- 
garians may have grown restive, and demanded 
some security against a Russian descent from the 
Carpathians. Or^ von Hindenburg, still a popular ’ 
idol, may have demanded the heau rdle. 

Here, we are concerned 'with the five hundred 
miles of the Allied line in the West, field as to one- 
tenth by the British, and for Ihe rest by the Belgians 
and the French. Our purpose was to be ready for 
any German attack ; but to forestall it, if possible, 
by constantly worrying portions of the German 
front, and so compel them to counter-attack and 
prevent them massing too ^reat forces against any 
one point. In this offensive-defensive we were 
greatly assisted by the weather, which was mainly 
rain and sleet, and in the Vosges and the Argoime 
a heavy snowfall. Of great advantage, too, was the 
enemy’s temporary weakening in artillery, for in 
artillery attack lay our chief danger.. The furious 
expenditure ®f ammunition in the early stages of 
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the campaign had had its natural results. The 
rifling of the g^ns was •vs:earing out, and huge quanti- 
ties of both fi^eld and heavy artillery were sent back 
to Germany to be repaired. Battbries were reduced 
from six to four gvuis, and the number of batteries 
was decreased. Old-fashioned 9 cm. pieces re- 
plied thb standard 77 mm. ^ Shells ran short, and 
many of thoscr used were of infeidor quality ; in 
Jahuary the French estimated that two-thirds of those 
which were fired did not burst. Sometimes when 
shrapnel fell the explosion scarcely broke the envelope, 
and in somb cases it was loaded with bits of glass. 

This phase of Jthe war in the West — small 
attacks followed by ‘counter-attacks — lasted well 
into March, andrwent, on the whole, strongly in 
the Allies’ favour. Our line, it will be remembered, 
ran from Nieuport generally west of the Yser, 
along the Ypres Canal, in a salient in front of Ypres, 
behind Messines to just east of Armentiferes ; then 
west of Neuve Chapellfe to Givenchy, across the La 
Bass6e Canal,*^ east-of Vermelles, west of Lens, to 
just east of Arras. From Arras it ran by Albert 
and Noyon to Soissons, east along the Aisne to 
just north of Rheims, from Rheims by Vienne to 
Varennes, thence, making a wide curve round Ver- 
dun, to the west bank of the Meuse opposite St. 
Mihiel, and so to Pont-a-Mousson on the Moselle. 
Thence it passed eakt of Lundville to just east of 
St. Did, ten miles inside the fronti&r. It reached 
the crest of the Vosges about the Col du Bonhomme, 
and then*ran in German territory to Belfort and 
the Swiss border. We shall glance at the movements 
along this front from left to right, for, though they 
made little difference to the contours mf the line as 
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represented on the map, they had a very real influ- 
ence on the campaign. It^ will be a chronicle of 
small ^ings — a sandhill won east of Nieuport, a 
trench or two at "Ypres, a corner of a brickfield at 
La Bassee, a few hundred yards near Arras, a farm ^ 
on the Oise, a mile in Northern Champagne, a ' 
coppice in the Argonne, a hillock on the Meuse, 
part of a wood on the Moselle, some of the l^igh 
glens in the Vosges, and a village or two in Alsat’e. 

But these minute advances meant the loss of many 
German lives, the wastage of the now scanty reserves 
of German ammunition, and the pinniflg down to 
their trenches of over two million German troops. 

-> 

At the beginning of the new.,year the Belgian- 
French forces on the Yser held the bridge-head at 
Nieuport, and the whole western bank of the river, 
their position beiug behind the floodeji area. Dix- 3 
mude was in German hands, apd south of Dixmude 
the line^ran along the Ypres Canal, mostly to the 
east of it, and including what was left of the village 
of Bixschoote. The %hting during January was 
mainly artillery bombardments — Nieuport, St. 
Georges, Ramscapelle, Pervyse, and even Fumes, 
being the objects of the German gunners. The 
heavy rains increased the strength of the defence, 
and the only possibility of an advance lay eastj’rora 
Nieuport. The Allies during ’the first three weeks 
made some sligjit progress around Lombaertzyde, in 
the flat marshy meadows lying south of the canal 
which runs east inside the line of the dunes."^ Progress, 
however, could not be maintained in this direction 
until something was done to weaken tjae position of 
the German night on th« dunes themselves, a posi- 
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tion which, allowed them to shell Nieuport with im- 
punity and command a ^considerable section of the 
«y o Lower Yser. On 28th January, at nine 
^ ' ' o’clock in the morning, the Allied left 

delivered an attack against the Great Dune, just 
east of Nieuport. Three companies were engaged 
in % feinting movement along the low ground, while 
one company attacked the Great Dune. The ad- 
vance had been well prepared by artillery, and every 
yard had been carefully reconnoitred. It reached 
without difficulty the ffirst line of German trenches, 
which were found to be unoccupied and full of 
water. That part wjhich moved along the high- 
way came under an eiifilading lire, and was forced 
back aqd entrenched itself. The section ‘attacking 
the Great Dune had a stirring day. It reached 
the summit, and got into the German trenches on 
- the south-easf side, where it managed to remain 
in spite of counter-i^ttacks till supports arrived. 
The success was of sorhe importance, sinc§ it gave 
us a good fire position from which to command 
the east bank of the Yser, and its possession was a 
protection to the left wing of the Yser defence 
against the German cannonade. Thereafter the 
campaign languished, and during February and 
March there was little but artillery duels. 

Going south, we may note an attack on 25th 
January on our trenches east of Ypres, which was 
« broken up by our artillerj4. There were 

jan. 25. attacks on this section on the i8th 

and 19th of February, when some trenches were taken 
Feb 1 8-1 t>y the enemy, and speedily retaken. On 
^’thft 2ist one of our trenches was blown 
up by a German mins, but we mads a new line 
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and held it. A week before, between St. Eloi and 
the canal, in the section ,held by the 27th Divi- 
sion, two portions of trench were lost, ^ . 
and retaken next morning. On the 
28th, in the same neighbourhood, Prin- 
cess Patricia’s Regiment of Canadian Light Infantry’ 
distinguished themselves in a brilliant littl'e sortie led 
by Lieutenants Crabbe and Papineau, which cleared 
out a German trench and tpok^ number of prisoners ; 
and on 2nd March a success of a similar type was 
won by the 4th King’s Royal Rifles, under ’Major 
Widdrington. During February the Biltish cavalry 
corps took over, a division al^ a time, the line held 
by tlie French 9th Oorps frdm Bixschoote to Ghelu- 
velt ; and on the 21st the part, held by the i6th 
I,ancers was blown in by a mine, and, as in all such 
cases, new trenches had to be made a little in the 
rear of the old front. All the lattef part of Feb-* 
ruary was continual rain and snow, and the fogs 
made air reconnaissance, arid, consequently, serious 
attacks, very difficult for both sides. ’ 

The heaviest fighting ih the British section of 
the front took place on. the extreme right, in the 
La Bassee neighbourhood, when Germany was 
about to celebrate her Emperor’s birthday. This 
complicated struggle deserves notice in detail, and 
for this purpose we must realize the configuration 
of the country just south of Givenchy. Half a mile 
due south of 4hat village is the Bethune-La Bassee 
Ganal, in which at this point there is an important 
lock. Along the south bank of the cSial runs a 
railway with an arch through which goes the road 
to the hamlet of Cuinchy. Three-quarters of a 
mile south of the railway is-* the Bethune-La Bassee 
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highway, on which Cuinchy lies. East of Cuinchy 
there is a railway triangle formed by the Bethune- 
La Bassee line and the line to Lens, which joins 
the first in two 'loops. The front north of the canal 
was held by the British 3rd Brigade, under Briga- 
'dier-Gcneral Butler. South of^he canal, linking up 
with the ieft of Maud ’huy’s , army, was the ist 
Bri^de, under ^rigadier-General Lowther. It held 
a sharp salient, with its left on the canal, its centre 



pushed forward towards the railway triangle, and 
its right on the Bethune-La BaSs^e road. All the 
ground was a brickfield, with old kilns and smoke 
stacks^; and in the second line, which had been 
prepared a few hundred yards behind, a “ keep ” 
had been constructed about the centrg. 

On 24th January there was a good deal of shell- 
ing of this^section, apparently with the intention of 
~ - smashing the canal lock, and so flooding 

jan. 25. ouj- trenches. About sis on the morning 
of the 25th a German deserter came in 5. who warned 
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’ . ^ " 
our men that they would be attacked in half an 

hour. We had grown accustomed to disbelieve 
such tales, but this man spoke the truth. The line 
of the I St Brigade was held at that moment by two 
companies of the ist Scots Guards and two of the 
I St Coldstream. Punctually to the momerft came 
the attack. Our trenches in the salient — ^ur weakest 
portion — ^were blown in at once, ^nd our ling' was 
broken. The London Scottish and the ist Carndfons 
were ordered up to hold the second line, with the 
remainder of the Coldstream and Scots Guards in 
support. But the Germans established themselves 
among the brick stacks and in our communication 
trenches on both sides of the “ keep,”,and even to 
the west’ of it. , , 

• At one o’clock a counter-attack was organized • 
to relieve the strain on the second line. The ist 
Black Watch, part of the Cameron§, and the 2nd* 
King’s Royal Rifles undertpok it, and, so far as 
the flanks were concerne'd, succeeded. * But the 
Black Watch in the centre we«:e hSd up, and lost 
heavily in men and officefk. The 2nd Sussex — 
like the King’s Royal Rjfles from the and Brigade 
—■were now sent forward, and the struggle lasted 
through the night! By the morning of the 26th we 
l^ad won sufficient ground to establish a ~ ^ 

fairly straight line from the railway cul- , 2 . 
v'ert through the “keep” t 3 the highroad. The 
French left was now in advance of the ist Brigade, 
and in a position of some danger had the Germans 
persevered in the attack. Their effort^, however, 
slackened, and during the day it was possible for the 
and Brigade under Brigadier-General Westmacott 
to relieve the ist Brigade. • 
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At the same time a fight, equally severe, was 
going on north- of this s.ection between the canal 
and Givenchy. Early on the morning of the 25th 
~ Bethune was shelled from long range, 

jan. 25. there was a heavy bombardment of 
the line*held by the 3rd Brigade.- At 8.15 the Ger- 
man infantty advanced, and was-met by our artillery 
fire, ^hich unluckily was hampered by the interrup- 
tion bf telephonic communications between observers 
and batteries. We succeeded, however, in deflect- 
ing the enemy’s course-, and bunching him up to- 
wards the ndrth. He broke into the centre of the 
village of Givenchy, while he attacked repeatedly 
the salient tQ the north-east around the point called 
French Farm. The latter assault failed, and the 
attack on Givenchy was repulsed by a counter 
attack of the 2nd Welsh, the ist South Wales Bor- 
derers, and a company of the Black Watch, which, 
after an hour of street fighting, re-established our 
original" line by midday." According to thejofficial 
“ Eye-witness,” bur men in many cases fought with 
bayonets in their hands, and even knocked out many 
Germans with their fists. , A story is told of one 
man who broke into a house held by eight Germans, 
bayoneted four, and captured the rest, while he 
continued to suck at a clay pipe. If the man was 
a Welshman he had a score to pay off. A few 
days before a voice Trom the German trenches 
opposite the Welsh had asked, “ Are there any 
men from Swansea there ? ” Several had answered 
“Yes,” upbn which he flung a hand grenade 
among them, shouting, “ Take that, you blighters, 
and divide it ,among you ! ” The only other 
difficulty in this section -was "that the 2nd Munster 
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Fusiliers,* holding the extreme right next the canal, 
had to fall back to conform to the retirement of the 
I St Brigade. After dark they moved forward again, 
and occupied their old line. * 

The struggle continued for ten days more. On 
the 29th part of the 14th German CorpTs again 
attacked the brickfield, now held by thd* « ^ 

2nd Brigade, and made an attempt on 
the “ keep ” with scaling* ladders. They Vere 
beaten off with severe ’losses by the Sussex and 
Northamptons. Cavan’s 4th Brigade had ndVv been 
brought up to the Cuinchy neighbourhood, and on 
1st February, very early in the morning, r. ; 
the ’2nd Coldstream had -to fall bac;Js 
from their trenches. A counfer-attack of com- 
bined Coldstream and Irish Guards failed to dis- 
lodge the enemy. About ten in the forenoon, after 
a heavy artillery, preparation, a brilliant attack with 
the bayonet was made by, fifty men of the 2nd 
Coldstream and thirty m&n of the Irish Guards, 
followed by a party of Royal Engiheers with sand- 
bags and wire. Here the 'Victoria Cross was won 
by Lance-Corporal Michael O’Leary of the Irish 
Guards for an act of conspicuous gallantry. To 
quote the official* summary : “When forming one 
of the storming party which advanced against the 
enemy’s barricades, he rushed to the front an^ him- 
self killed five Germans whd were holding the first 
barricade, afl^r which he attacked a second barri- 
cade about sixty yards farther’ on, wLich he cap- 

♦ This battalion, it will be remembered, had been nearly 
all captured or killed on the night of 26th August in the retreat 
from Mons. It had been reconstituted by grafts, and took its 
place., ill: the liae towards the end*of November. , 



HISTORY OF THE WAR. 


182 

tured, after killing three of the enemy and making 
prisoners of tv/o more. , Lance-Corporal O’Leary 
thus practically captured the enemy’s positron by 
himself, and prevented the rest "of the attacking 
party from being fired upon.” The Guards retook 
all the lost ground and captured two machine guns. 
This, actioi! was another feather in the cap of the 
incoihparable 4th Brigade. 

On 6th Fel5ruary the Irish Guards and the 3rd 
Coldstream took a brickfield east of Cuinchy, on 
the La Bass^e road, compelling the 
dnemy to evacuate a number of trenches 
and brickstacks, and leave behind him quantities of 
rifles and equipment. Next day the Germans tried 
to recover the places, but our gunners were too much 
for them, and succeeded in destroying one of their 
heavy Ijatteries. The actions we have chronicled 
'Vere typical of many dozen lesser«ones. The one 
feature to note is that they were all legitimate in- 
cidents' id a war of attrition. Whether we. or the 
Germans attacked, the losses of the latter were by 
far the greater. Mean^vhile we were slowly per- 
fecting our artillery, and preparing the way for that 
more elaborate movement at Neuve Chapelle which 
will be the subject of a later chapter. 

Our gravest loss during those weeks was a bril- 
liant soldier, killed not in action but by a blind 
B’flA ort casualty. " On the 20th of February 
' ' Brigadier- General J. E. Gough, "V.C., 

Sir Douglas Haig’s most trusted staff officer, 
was hit by a ricochet bullet while inspecting the 
trenches of the Fourth Corps, and died two days 
later. “I have always regarded General Gough,” 
Sir John French wrote, ‘‘ as one of our ftiost promis- 
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mg leaders of the future.” To his friends he seemed * 
destined for the highest command,, for to notable 
gifts of character and grfiat knowledge and judg- 
ment he joined that flair and instinct for military 
operations which is the secret of the genius for war. 

% • * 

In the section from La Bass6e to ■Compifegne 
there was much fighting, especially in the neigh- 
bourhood of Lens, Arras, and Roye, but no con- 
spicuous action can be ’chronicled. Going south 
along the front, the next lai^e movement was that 
at Soissons, which began on 8th January. The 
French held here the line to which they had been 
forced back about* the end ’of September, when 
Maunoury’s attack on the plateau failed. That is 
to say, they held Soissons itself, 'which lies'on both « 
banks of the Aisne, and the flat lands to the north 
up to the slope of the hills. At the foof of the* 
slope lie two little hamlets — Cuffies* due north of 
Soissons, where the highroad to La Fere begins 
to climb up the plateau, and QroPy, a mile to the 
east, where run the railway and the highway to 
Laon. Between Cuffies and Crouy is a spur of the 
plateau, marked 132 metres in the French Staff map, 
and to the soutb-east of Crouy, overlooking the 
Aisne, is the spur marked 151. On 8th January 
the French held Cuffies, Crouy, and a line east by 
Bucy to Missy, where the hills come close fo the 
river. They had three bridges to serve their front 
in this section— the important bridge at Soissons, 
now fully repaired, a wooden bridge at \^nizel, and 
another at Missy. 

On 8th January the French at Soissons — they 
formed Mapnoury’s ej^trengie right,* and were no 
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more than a depleted division of about 12,000 
men — ^were ordered to attack Hill 132. The reason 
’fan 8 order was the same as had impired 

■ ■ the “British advance from Givenchy on 

25th December. The Germans were believed to be 
%eak at this point, and the chance seemed good to 
make a dent in their line. The possession of Hill 
132 Would give ^the French a gun position which 
would command a road* to Laon — one of the feeders 
of the famous Ladies’ Road which the British 
learned to know so w^ll in September — and make 
their hold on the villages secure. 

The attack on Friday, the 8th, prospered. The 
French, in drenching'” rain which made the steep 
slope difficult for ^uns, pushed up the 300 feet of 
^ the spur’ carried three lines of German trenches on 
a front a mile wide, and won the flat top of Hill 
‘132. At the same time another ^section, moving 
from Bucy, carried Hill 15 1, which gave them a 
supporting artillery position in the right rear of 
~ HilT 132, On Saturday the Germans 

jan. 9. counter-attadced, but failed to shake 
them on the heights, though they prevented any 
debouchment from Crouy along the northern high- 
7 a II Sunday nothing happened, 

J ■ but on Monday about noon the counter- 
attack came in immense force. No less than two 
German corps were moved against the we^ French 
division, which had behind it only its scanty divi- 
sional reserves. Tlie reason of the delay in the 
German reinforcements was probably that they had 
to be brought from some distance. One corps, we 
know, were Brandenburgers, who were with von 
Buelow in front* of Arras. « 
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For four days the rain had never ceased, and it 
still went on raining. As the French on the heights 
looked behind them they saw the Aisne growing 
hourly higher, lipping over the meadows, and wash- 
ing the footway of the wooden bridges. On the 
Tuesday the Germans pressed hard along the front, 
while they shelled Soissons, from which Maunoury 
*" had s,ent away the women and children. 
In the early evening the floods broke 




down the bridge at Venizel. Some time in the 
darkness the bridge a#: Missy followed, and the 
French were'left with no access for artillery supplies 
to their centre and ri^ht. They counter-attacked 
from Crouy, in a desperate effort to win ground, 
but were^held and ^riven back, and on the Wednes- 
’fan i-t morning found themselves off the 

slopes and down on the Crouy-Missy 
ffoad. The batteries on Hill 151 extricated them- 
selves with extraordinary skill, waiting till the re- 
tiring French infantry ■vPere among them, and the 
Germans only five hundred yards off, before they 
relinquished their position. 

On Wednesday the position was this ; The 
whole valley floor was flooded, but the French 
engineers had managed to make \ pontoon bridge 
at Missy, which was strong enough to transport 
men and ammunition, but could scarcely carry guns. 
The French right and tentre were now in the river 
flats, but the left was still clinging to, Hill 132 and 
the village of CulEfis. The position could not be 
maintainedffor 40,000 Germans were massed against 
12,000 men, and no fresh artillery supplies could 
get across the river in time. Accordingly Maunoury 
ordered a general retreats. By the Wednesday even- 
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;ng Hill P32 was abandoned, and the French left 
m south of Cuffies. On Thursday the whole line 
fell back across the river.* The guns of « 
the left got safely to Soissons, but the ‘ 
guns of the right had largely to be abandoned, after 
being rendered useless, for they could not cross thfe 
crazy pontoon at Missy, and many of the guns of 
“he centre seem to have stuck i^ the wet €halk. 
'fhe battery from Hill i^i, "which was handled, ex- 
ceptionally well, got clear away. The gunners man- 
handled the guns down th« slope, limbered up at 
.ts foot, and by some miracle got them over the 
pontoon. 

Sy Thursday evening the Germans Jiad advanced 
Sheir line a mile on a front of tljree miles, ^and held 
the bank of the Aisne for a mile east of Soissons • 
as far as Missy, driving a broad and shallow wedge 
into the French front. The position in Ihis sec^* 
lion was very much what it had been on the 13th 
of September, before the Allies attempted' the cross- 
ing of the river. The French had lost about half 
their strength, a little over 5,000, and perhaps a 
score of field guns. Vqn Kluck had made a good 
beginning, the Emperor was with him, and on the 
Tuesday he made a great effort to take Soissons. 

If he could do that, he would have won a railway 
Junction and the best bridge on the Aiscus, and 
would be able to compel a “general French retire- 
ment south qf the river. 

Maunoury, however, had rib difficulty in send- 
ing reserves to the threatened point, fbr Soissons 
was free from the embarrassments of the flooded 
area to the east. The German advice was checked 
in the village of St.'Pauk The nghting was the 
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usual German attack in massed formation, and the 
issue was never in doubt. They won the village, 
but were speedily driven' back by the French artil- 
lery, and they 'lost more heavily than the French 
had lost in the struggle for the heights. That day 
marked” the limit of the counter-offensive. Von 
Kluck had "to be content with his winnings, for he 
coulS not add to, them. 

The Battle of Soissons, which was made much of 
in the German Press, was of no lasting significance. 
It cosf the French 5,000 and some guns ; it com 
the Germans at least r 0,000, and but slightly im- 
proved their position.,^ The flooding of the Aisne 
was the decisive factor, for without that the French 
retreat need not l^ve been so costly. A§ it was, 
it was no small achievement for a weak division to 
escape from two army corps across acres of flood 
®and a swollen river. In some quarters it was noted 
as a proof of German, strategical skill that the big 
attack wafe delayed till the Aisne had risep to its 
height. But thfe real reason for the delay seems to 
have been that the reinforcements, coming from a 
distance, could arrive no sooner. The achievement 
was due to coincidence rather than calculation. 

Continuing along the front, the next theatre of 
active ,operations was in Northern Champagne, where 
General Langle de Cairy faced General von Einem, 
The 4th French Army in the beginning of January 
was four corps strong, including the 2nd, 12th, and 
17th Corps of the first line. About the middle of 
the month it received two fresh corps from the new 
formations which were now approaching completion. 
General von Einem had in January four corps, and 
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he received at least one and a half corps by way of 
reinforcements during the fighting of February. 
These?* corps it is not yet possible to identify, but 
among the first-line troops there seefhs to have been 
the 6th Corps (Silesia), which had suffered so heavily 
in the Eastern fighting, and the 8th Corps (Rhine-* 
land), which was part of the Crown Prihce’s army. 
It is certain, too, that during February six battslions 
of the Prussian Guard yvere brought down from 
opposite the British lines at Ypres. 

In a history designed o« a modest scaFe it is 
impossible to follow m detail the complex fighting 
in Champagne. It is sufficient to note the main 
features of what was probably the mogt successful 
of all the Allied enterprises in tfie West in, the first 
months of the year. The main fighting was on a 
front of a little over four miles between the town 
of Perthes and the farm of Beaus6jour, on the water-^ 
shed between the Suippe an^ the Tmurbe. In the 
north p.art of the Champagne-Pouilleuse the soil is 
a coarse kind of chalk, which the raiii turns speedily 
to mud, but which readily dries again. The land is 
rolling dunes, the highes,t point some two hundred 
feet above the shallow valleys. There are some 
scattered farms and straggling villages, the roads 
are few and bad, and nothing breaks the monotony 
but plantations of firs, which at the most gcpw to 
some twenty-five feet in height. As we have seen, 
the country l^d long been the Aldershot or Salis- 
bury Plain of France, the great ’training ground for 
troops, and every position had been studied in the 
annual manoeuvres. The French line was well 
served by the lateral railway which rims from Rheims 
by Ste. Menehould tO' Verdun, while the German 
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lines had behind them the minor line from Bazan- 
court to Grand Pre in the Argonne. The direct 
French objective was to push back the enem}" three 
miles, and so threaten his lateral ‘communications. 
But the ultimate objects of the offensive here were 
the saine as those elsewhere — *0 wear him down, 
to compel him to waste men and ammunition, and 



to detain as large a number of troops as possible 
which^ might otherwise be sent to reinforce von 
Hindenburg in the ciltical struggle now develop- 
ing on the Niemen and the Narev. ^ 

The French position at the beginning of January 
ran through the town of Souain, south of Perthes, 
and south of the farm of Beausdjour. During 
January there were several small advances. Perthes 
End a hill nortl! of Perthes were won, the best gun 
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position itn the neighbourhood. The country was * 
suitable for movements even in bad weather, for 
the ground did not get water-logged, and tWs was 
one of the reasQns for General Joffre’s decision to 
press an advance here. Moreover, the soil made 
good trenches, and this was pre-eminently a war 
of entrenchments. ^ • 

The general advance began on i6th Fel>ruary. 

It was of the now familiar type — li violent arliillery 
bombardment of the Getman positionsj' 
followed by an infantry charge. The ‘ 

Germans held a strong position north of Beause- 
jour, on a ridge between two little glens, which 
thep had turned into a kind of fortress. Between 
25th and 27th February there was heaVy g,T „ _ 
fighting here, and the place was'eventu- ^ ^ 

ally carried by the French Colonial ' ' 
troops.* For the rest, the front advanced verjs 

9 

The French "'Armee. Colonize also knoTO as'' ^'Les 
Marsonins/' “ Les Coionianx/* and ** LTnfanterie de Marine 
needs a word of explanation. It is ^ lon|%ervice professional 
army, very much like the British., In peace time it is under' the , 
Colonial Office, and is quite independent of the French regular 
army. It is recruited in France, and consists of: seven artillery 
regiments (three of them stationed in France) and nineteen ■ 
infantry regiments .'(twelve of which have theii' depdts in , 
France). These regiments are composed of ' white French . , 
citizens, and not of subjects from the ,'* rdglments , indigenes,'" , 
of the different colonies, nor from^the Zouaves or the-'Turcos, 
who are, infantry of the regular army. The ** Arm6e Coloniale 
.has very clearly-marked traditions. The men , are not , con-, ■ 
scripts, but, long-service volunteers, .who enlist .for a minimum , 
of five years, and often, remain for fifteen years, ^and are liable ' 
for service. anywhe,re in the world. Interchanges of .officers ' 

; between it and ^ the , regular army are very rare, .as the 
“Africans." are .jealous .of their special traditions and privi- 
leges. '-The,' ffifantry uniform Is^ark blue' coat and trousers,... . 
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slowly, on an average about five yards<- a day for 
the month during which the struggle lasted. First 
one and then another of ihe little woods and. ridges 
M^rrh OA carried, but by 24th March, when 
General Joffre reviewed the troops of 
the 4thr Army, a point had not jet been won which 
enabled the French to threaten , seriously the Bazan- 
court-rGrand Pre railway. But in Champagne espe- 
cially the result' was not to be measured by the 
length of the advance, bui; by the effect upon the 
enemy% strength. Fiye and a half German corps 
were in action, and suffered severely. Von Einem 
had been compelled to call for reserves which would 
otherwise have gone East or remained in Flafiders, 
and the Russian stand on the Narev and the later 
British s'uccess at I'^euve Chapelle were the direcj 
consequences of the battle among the Champagne 
dunes. 'The German losses were out of all pro- 
portion to thdse of the French. Ten thousand 
German dead were buried, 2,000 prisoners were 
taken, and two ©f th^ Guard regiments were' almost 
annihilated. The German Staff declared that the 
army of von Einem contained only two weak divi- 
sions, but the identification of the dead showed 
that they came from more than five corps. Further, 
the German Staff admitted that their losses in 
Champagne were more than in the Battle of the 
Mazufian Lakes, where they had some fourteen 
army corps engaged. 

The heavy fighfeing in Champagne meant the 

■ 

black k6pi with a red anchor, and yellow epaulettes. This 
red anchor occasionally leads to their being confused by 
foreigners with the Fusiliers Marins, which are the equivalent 
of our British Marines. „ * 
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slackening of the attack in the Argonne, since ond 
of the Crown Prince’s corps had ^een lent to von 
Einesn. There was the "usual see-saw of positions 
in that forest fighting. The French held the hill 
road between Vienne and Varennes, and resisted all 
German attempts ,to win it ; while, on the other 
hand, they achieved nothing against 'the German 
headquarters at Varennes itself. Early in Jc^nuary 
there was a considerable advance’ in the La Grurie 
wood, where more thaif a mile of Gerifian trenches 
was captured by the Italiajn regiment under Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Garibaldi, whose brother Constan- 
tine fell in the engagement. There were various 
Gef man successes, but this ’woodland war had now 
relapsed into a genuine stalemate, since the larger 
.strategical game was directed Ito east and west of 
the Argonne plateau. 

The real strategical point in the whole front 
was the country between Verdun and Poat-^-Mous- 
son — ^between the Meuse apd the Moselle. But 
here it was no war of attrition, but a preparation 
for a great offensive. It was the road to Metz, the 
way into German Lorraine. General Dubail was now 
in charge of the group of armies between Compiegne 
and Belfort, and General Putz had succeeded to the 
command of the army of the Vosges. The examina- 
tion of the ground and the preliminaries of F’ebruary 
and March had better be xmdertaken when we 
come to d^l with the April -movements. Here it 
is sufficient to note that Verdun was no longer 
threatened. Sarrail’s 3rd Army had taken the 
offensive, and was pushing to the east across the 
Meuse to occupy the heights overlooking the Woevre. 

V. 13 
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During February there was some fierce fighting’ 
around the village of Les Eparges, ,which was taken 
by the French along with part of the neighbouring 
heights. At the same time a movement from Toul 
down the Moselle won the bulk of the Bois le Pretre 
north of Pont-k-]\lousson, and thence 'began *3 
general advance nprth wards from the»high plateau 
road which links Pont-a-Mousson to Commercy. 
This meant that the German wedge at St. Mihiel 
was being pressed terribly thin, and Aat its com- 
munications were gravely threatened. 

The campaign in Alsace was also something 
more than a war of attrition — something more in 
the’ nature of a ’reconnaissknce and a winning of 
vantage points for the coming^ advance. But inci- 
. dentally it served the purpose of attractin'^ German 
troops from elsewhere on the front. The configu- 
ration of Alsace is the key to the Frefich plan. 
The Vosges descend steeply to tife valley floor of 
the 111 , and the edge of the plain is as clean cut as the 
borders of a garden bed. It, is 3 geographical type 
which recalls the Bavarian Alps as they abut on the 
Bavarian plateau north of Partenkirchen. The 
Vosges are wooded to ’their summits, and deep cut 
by numerous long glens which run up to the water- 
shed. They throw off various sentinel spurs which, 
like the parent massif, are steep, slabby, and densely 
wooded. The 111 flows north from the Jura past 
Altkirch and Mulhouse to the Rhine, receiving the 
streams from the Vosges glens. The first is the 
Doller, descending from the Ballon d’Aisace. Then 
comes the Thur, coming from the Col de Bussang, 
and passing Thann, Steinbach, and Cernay. A 
German military railway runs up*the whole length 
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bf its valley to Kxuth at the head. Farther north 
the Fecht nows jFrom the direction of the Schlucht 
Pass by Munster and Colmar. These mountain 
glens are all of one type, and between them lie high 
wooded massifs of from 3,000 to 4,000 feet high. 
Tdie plaki of the 111 is open aijd largely wooded. 
Between Cernay and Mulhousejies the Forest of 
Nonnmbruch, and between Mulhouse and the 
Rhiner the Forest of Hartz. From the edge of the 
hills to the Shine is eighteen miles, and Mulhouse, 
the capital of the district^and an important industrial 
town, stands half way. 

There was some fighting close on the frontier 
of Switzerland at the base of the' Jura, but it Ivas 
unimportant. ' The real area of operations was north 
of the Rhone- Rhine canal, where the French ad-, 
vanced upon Mulhouse by two separate routes. At 
the beginning of the year their line reached the crest 
of the Vosges at the Col du Bonhomme. Farther 
north, the 'Pass of Saales and the Gol de Sainte 
Marie were in Ghrm^n hands, but from the Col 
du Bonhomme their line - was well inside the Ger- 
man frontier. From the Schlucht Pass they had 
advanced six miles down the valley of the Fecht, 
and were on the heights above Munster. All the 
Gebweiler and Molkenrain summits were theirs, 
and they had established an advance post on the 
spur of Hartmannsweilerkopf which dominated the 
junction of the Thur and the 111 . But the Thur 
valley was their main line of operations. On the 
French side" of the Col de Bussang a military line 
runs from Epinal past Remiremont — the old 
headquarters of the Chasseurs — almost to the 
crest of the range, and with rthis as their line of 
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supply they had descended the Thur jftid taken 
the town of Thatin. South of that point their line 
ran west of Aspach and' Burnhaupt, bent forward 
to just west of'Altkirch, and reached the Swiss 
frontier a little west of Pfirt. In the plain of 
Alsace tKe o;pposing trenches were as close to each 
other as in Flanders. 

On*^3rd Januaiy, moving down the Thur valley, 
the Chasseujcs Alpins captuijed the village of Stein- 
~ b^ch, and, what was more important, 

s'- {.jjg gyjj positions on the heights to the 
north and south of it. The immediate objective 
was the-willage of Cernay, ten miles from Mulhouse, 
and the operations were 'an attempt to take Mul- 
house in ^ flank. The Germans, however," main- 
" tained themselves in Cernay (which they call Senn- ' 
heim) an^ in the village of Uffoltz, nearer the hills. 
On the 5 th theije was heavy fighting farther south 
~ ^towards Altkirch, from which the Ger- 

^ man lieadquarters were compelled to 

move to Mulhouse, and the battle raged so near 
the border that some shells fell on Swiss ground. 
A few days later a determined effort was made 
against Mulhouse from another angle. Upper Burn- 
haupt, a village only eight miles 'from Mulhouse, 
was taken by the French, but retaken when the 
Germans brought up large reinforcements. Four 
thousand German casualties, about half of them 
prisoners, were reported from one day’s- fighting. 

Then came one of those violent winter storms 
which the Tosges know well. For the better part 
of a fortnight snow fell incessantly, and the upper 
glens were cho|;ed with drifts. When the sky 
cleared the Chasseurs went c?ut on skis and per- 
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formed same audacious reconnaissances. But the* 
weather stopped serious campaigning, in the lowlands 
as weil as on the hills, for fhfe stiff cla}^ of the 111 valley 
and the spates of the mountain streams combined 
to flood the bottoms. Before the end of the month 
Hartmannsweilerkcpf was lost. It stands more tha’n 
2,000 feet above the plain, and is one taligle of pines 
and vitrified rocks. The small French post tfn the 
summit was attacked on January 19th in a blinding 
snowstorm. Four companies of Chass^rs made an 
attempt to relieve the defenders, and for tVo days 
conducted a gallant fight among icy rotks and snow- 
laden brushwood. They failed, and the pljice Was 
captured on the aist. 

For’two months the positiojj in Alsace remained 
•the same, the French holding to the ground they 
had won. The results were considerable, for, ex- 
cept for Hartmannsweilerkopf, every gun position 
on the slopes was held from Aspa6h to Gebweiler, 
and tlje southern passes* and the southern crests 
were in French hands. The GaJ) of Belfort, the 
Ballon d’Alsace road, the Bussang, and the Schlucht 
were at their disposal for a future advance, and the 
debouchments of all the southern glens were in their 
control. It is true that a mountain range is not 
dominated so as to facilitate an advance so long as 
the lowlands on the other side are in the enemy’s 
hands. Though the FrencH held the debouchments 
of the glens, the Germans held the plain of Alsace 
and its railway system, and codld oppose any move- 
ment from the valley mouths. But one’conspicuous 
advantage the French gained from their control of 
the Southern Vosges: in any advance through the 
Gap of Belfort their left flank would be secure. 
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HISTORY OF THE WAR. 


The ten weeks of this war of attrition in the West 
served its purpose. From the North Sea to Verdun 
it kept the enemy on tlie’ stretch, bit deeply* into 
his strength of men and material, and prevented him 
from sending troops to complicate Russia’s difficult 
tdsk in East Prussia. During this time there was 
no German attempt at a strong /(ffensive, the fight 
at Scfissons being no more than a local counter- 
attack's The efforts in the Woevre and in Alsace 
fulfilled the*fcame purpose, but they did something 
more. They won positions which were of inestim- 
able value when, with new troops and full equip- 
ment, ,^rance was ready for the great advance. The 
smith files laboriously at the iron 'rod, but the fno- 
ment comes when h^ lays down his file, puls forth 
his strength, and snaps it asunder. 

Meantime in the Eastern theatre Germany had 
thken the^offensive. The third of th^ hammer blows 
at Warsaw had T>egun. ^ Once more in the frozen 
bogs of E&st Prussia a"^ desperate struggle was in 
progress, for voPi'^ Hijidenburg was fain to" strike 
before Russia, wearied with the winter war, had got 
those supplies of arms without which her numbers 
profited her nothing. We must turn to that heroic 
stand on the Niemen and Narev -vVhich was to the 
campaign in the East what Ypres was to the Allies 
in the West. 

■■ ■ r- 
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# 

THE WINTER FIGHTING IN FLANDERS. * 

Sir John French’s F^^th Dispatch. 

The following dispatch was received on February 12 bjfc 
the Secretary of State for War frpm the Field-Marshai Com- 
ffianding-iniChief. The British Army in the Fidd : — 

’ <* 

General Headquarters, February a, loij. 

My Lord, 

I have the honour to forward a further reporT on the 
operations of the Army under my command. ^ 

I, In the period under review* the salient featufe was the 
presence o! His Majesty the King in the F^ld. His Majesty 
arrived at Headquarters on the 30th November, and left on 
the 5th December. 

At a time when the strength and endurance of the troops 
had been tried to the utmost throughout the long and arduous 
Battle of Ypres-Armentilsres, the presence of His Majesty 
in their midst was of the greatest possible help and encourage- 
ment. ■ ^ ;* 

His Majesty visited ail parts of the extensive area of opera- 
tions and held nuwnerous inspections of^the troops behind the 
line of trenches. 

On the i6th November Lieutenant His RoySl Highness 
the Prince of Wales, K.G., Grenadier Guards, joined my Stafi 
as^Aide-de-Camp. ^ ^ 

II. Since the date of my^ilast report the operations of the 
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Army under my command have been subject dmost entirely 
to the limitation^ of weather. 

History teaches us that the course of campaigns ki Europe 
which have beem actively prosecuted during the months of 
December and January have been largely influenced by 
weather conditions. It should, however, be thoroughly under- 
stood throughout the country that^^the most recent develop- 
sientr of armaments and the latesl methods of conducting 
war|are have added greatjy to the difficulties and drawbacks 
of a vigoroiis winter campaign 

cause* anything more than, a waste of ammunitioii 
long-range artillery fire requires constant and accurate obser- 
vation ; but 1:his most necessary condition is rendered impos- 
'^sible^qf attainment in the^midst of continual fog and npst. 

Again, ar:piies have mif grown accustomed to rely largely 
on aircraft reconnaissance for accurate information of the 
enemy ; but the effective performance of this service is materi- 
ally influenced by wind and weather. 

The '"deadly accuracy, range and quick-firing capabilities 
of the modern liflle and machine gun require that a fire- 
swept zone be crossed in the shortest possible space of time by 
attacking troops.e 'But if men are detained under fhe enemy's 
fire by the difficulty of emerging from a water-logged trench, 
and by the necessity of passing over ground knee-deep in 
holding mud and slush, such attacks become practically pro- 
hibitive owing to the losses they entail. 

During the exigencies of the heavy fighting which ended 
in the last week of November the French and British Forces 
had become somewhat rgixed up, entailing a certain amount 
of difficulty in matters of supply and in securing unity of 
command. r 

By the end of November I was able to concentrate the 
Army undter my command in one area, and, by holding a 
shorter line, to establish effective reserves. 

By the beginning of December there was a considerable 
failing off in the 'Volume of artillery fire directed against our 
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front by the *^nemy. Reconnaissance and ' reports showed 
, that a certain amount of artillery had been^ withdrawn. 'We 
judged that the cavalry In our '’»f rent, with the exception of 
one Division of the Guard, had disappeared. , ■ 

There did not, however, appear to have been any great 
diminution in the numbers of infantry holding the trenches. • 

OPERATIONS, 

* 

III. Although both artillery and rifle fire were excha|iged 
^ with the enemy every day, and sniping went oiynore or less 
continuously during the hours of daylight, the op^tion§ which 
call for special record or comment comparatively few. 

During the last week in November some successful minor 
night operations were carried out in J:he 4th Corps. ^ 

] On the night of the 23rd-24th*November a jmall party of 
I the 2nd Lincolnshire Regiment, under Lieutenant E. H. Impey, 

I cleared three of the enemy's advanced trenches opposite the 
25th Brigade and withdrew without loss, 
j On the night of the 24th”25th Captain J. R. Minshfili Ford, 
Royal Welsh Fusiliers, and Lieutenant E. SL. Morris, Royal 
Engineers, with 15 men of the Royal Engineers and Royal 
Welsh Fusiliers, successfully mined and M«w up a group of 
farms immediately in front of the (Serman trenches on the 
i Touquet-Bridoux Road which had been used by German 
snipers. 

On the night of thei, 26tb~27th November a small party of 
the 2nd Scots Guards, under Lieutenant Sir E. H. W. Hulse*, 
j Bt., rushed the trenches opposite the 20th Brigade; and 
I after pouring a heavy fire into thpm returned with 4isefal 

! information as to the strength of the Germans and the position 

of machine guns.^ 

The trenches opposite the 25th Brigade were rashed the* 
same night by a patrol of the 2nd Rifle Brigade, tSnder Lieu- 
■' tenant E. Durham. 

On the 23rd November the 112th Regiment of the 14th 
I German Army Corps succeeded in capturing some 800 yards 
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oi the trenches held by the Indian Corps, the General 
Officer Commanding the Meerat Division organized a power- 
ful counter-attack, which 4 aoted throughout the night. At 
daybreak on the 24th November the^iine was entirely re- 
established. 

The operation was a costly one, involving many casualties, 
but the enemy suffered far more heavily. 

We captured over 100 prisoners, including 3 officers, as 
well^as 3 machine guns and 2 trench mortars. 

On Deo^mber 7th the concentration of the Indian Corps 
was complettd by the arrival of the Sirhind Brigade from 
Egypt. 

On December gth the enemy attempted to commence a 
strong^ attack against the 3rd Corps, particularly in front 0! 
the trenches held by the Argyll and "Sutherland HiglSianders 
and the Middlesex Regiment. 

They were driven back with heavy loss, and did not reuf w 

the attempt. Our casualties were very slight. 

% 

BOIS AND MAEDELSTEED. 

During the early dafs^'of December certain indications 
along the whole fnmt of the Allied Line induced the French 
Commanders and myself to^ believe that the enemy had with- 
drawn considerable forces from the Western Theatre. 

Arrangements were made'-' with the Commander of the 
8th French Army for an attack to be commenced on the morn- 
ing of December 14th. 

Operations began at 7 a.m. by a combined heavy artillery 
boml^rdment by the two French and the 2nd British 
Corps. 

The British objectives were the Petit Bo|s and the Maedel- 
steed Spur, lying rei^pectively to the west and south-west 
of the village of W5d:schaete. 

At 7.45 a.m. the Royal Scots, with great dash, rushed 
forward and attacked the former, while the Gordon High- 
landers attacked latter place^, ' 
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The Roya4 Scots, commanded by Major F. J. Duncan, 
D.S.O., in face of a terrible machine-gun and rifle fire, carried 
the German trench on the westiedge of the Petit Bois, cap- 
turing two machine guns and 53 prisonei^s, including one 
officer. 

The Gordon Highlanders, with great gallantry, advanced* 
up the Maedelsteed Spur, "^forcing the enemy to evacuate their 
front trench. They werefj however, losing heavily, and Jound 
themselves unable to get any further. At nightfall they were 
obliged to fall back* to their originaf position. 

Captain C. Boddam-Whetham and Lieuten^t W5, F. R. 
Dobie showed splendid dash, and^with a few men entered 
the enemy^s leading trenches ; but they were all either killed 
or captured. ^ 

Liexitenant G. R. Yl Hume-Gore and Lieutenant W. H. 
Paterson also distinguished themselves by; their gallant leading. 

Although not successful, the operation was most Creditable 
to the fighting spirit of the Gordon Highlanders, most ably 
commanded by Major A. W, F. Baird, D.S.O. • 

As the 32nd French Division on the leftffiad been unable 
to make any progress, the furtlijer’ advance of ou«r infantry 
into the Wytschaete Wood was not practic^le. 

Possession of the western edge of the Petit Bois was, 
however, retained. 

The ground was devoid of cover and so water-logged that 
a rapid advance was impossible, the men sinking deep in the 
mud at every step they"' took. 

The artillery throughout the day was very skilfully handled 
by the C.R.A/s. of the 3rd, 4th, and 5th Divisions : M^-Jor- 
General F, D. V. Wing, C.B., Briga&ier-General G. F. Milne, 

C. B,, D.S.O., and Brigadier-General J, E. W. Headlam, C.B., 

D. S.O. ■’ 

The casualties during the day were about 17 officers and 
407 other ranks. The losses of the enemy were very consider- 
able, large numbers of dead being found in the Petit Bois 
and also in the communichtir^ trenches in frl5nt of the Gordon 
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Highlanders, in one of which a ^ hundred were^comnted by a 
night patrol. 

On this day the artilleryc^of the 4th Division, 3rd Corps, 
was used in support of the attack, under orders of the General 
Officer Commanding 2nd Corps. 

The c remainder of the 3rd Corps made demonstrations 
against the ^emy with a view to preventing him from detach- 
ing troops to the area of operations of the 2nd Corps. 

From the isth^to the 17th December the of ensive opera- 
tions whic|^ were commenced^ on the 14th were continued, 
but were coined chiefly to artillery bombardment. 

The infantry advanceragainst Wytschaete Wood was not 
practicable uhtil the French on our left could make some 
■progress to af ord protection to that flank. 

On the 17th it was agreed that ‘‘the plan of attack as 
arranged should be modified ; but I was requested to con- 
tinue demonstrations along my line in order to assist and 
support certain French operations which were being con- 
ducted elsewhere. 

r 

THE FKffHT AT GIVENCHY, 

IV. In his desire to act with energy up to his kistmctions 
to demonstrate and odcupy the enemy, the General Officer 
Commanding the Indian Corps decided to take the advantage 
of what appeared to him a favourable opportunity to launch 
attacks against the advanced trenches in his front on the i8th 
and 19th December. 

The attack of the Meerut Division on the left was made 
on the morning of the 19th with energy and determination, 
and was at first attended with considerable success, the enemy's 
advanced trenches being captured. Later on, however, a 
-counter-attack drove^'them back to their original position 
with considerable loss. 

The attack of the Lahore Division commenced at 4.30 a.m. 
It was carried out by two companies each of the ist Highland 
Light Infantry tind the ist Battalion, 4th Gurkha Rifies, 
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cif the Sirhin^ Brigade, under Lieutenant-Colonel R, W. H. • 
Ronaldson. This attack was completely successful, two 
lines of the enemy's trenches being captured with little loss. 

Before daylight the captured trenches were filled with as 
many men as they wbuld hold. The front was very restricted, 
communication to the rear impossible. 

At daybreak it was found that the position was practically 
untenable. Both flanks were in the air, and a supporting 
attack, which was late in starting, and, 1;|ierefore, conaucted 
during daylight, failed, although attempted with^the giljatest 
gallantry and resolution. ’ # 

’ Lieutenant-Colonel Ronaldson held on till dusk, when the 
whole of the captured trenches had to be evacuated, and the 
detachment fell back to its original line. ^ 0 ^ 

By^ the night of the 19th Deceihber nearly ail the^ ground 
gained during the day had been lost. 

From daylight on the 20th December the enemy Cbmmenced 
a heavy fire from artillery and trench mortars on the whole ^ 
front of the Indian Corps. This was followed b5% infantry-^ 
attacks, which were’ in especial force against Givenchy, and 
between that place and La Quinqut Rue. 

At about 10 a.m. the enemy succeeded in driving back 
the Sirhind Brigade and capturing a considerable part of 
Givenchy, but the 57th Rifles ahd 9th Bhopals, north of the 
canal, and the Connaught Rapgers, south of it, stood firm. 

The 15th Sikhs of the Divisional Reserve were already 
supporting the Sirhind Brigade. On the news of the retire- 
ment of the latter being received, the 47th Sikhs were also 
sent up to reinforce General Brunker. The ist Manchester 
Regiment, 4th Suffolk Regiment, aM two battalions ofl^rench 
Territorials under General Carnegy were ordered to launch^ 
a vigorous counler-attack from Pont«»Fixe through Givench®^ 
to retake by a flani: attack the trenches lost b34the Sirhind 
Brigade. 

Orders were sent to General Camegy to divert his attack 
on Givenchy village, and to re-establish the situation there. 
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A battalion of the 58th French Division was^sent to Anne- 
quin in support. ^ 

About 5 p.m.*^ a gallar\.t ^attack by the ist Manchester 
Regiment and one company of the 4th Suffolk Regiment 
had captured Givenchy, and had cleared Iche enemy out of the 
two lines of trenches to the north-east. To the east of the 
village the 9th Bhopal Infantry and? 57th Rifles had main- 
tained their positions, but the enemy were still in possession 
of our "trenches to the north of the village. 

General Macbean, with the Secunderabad Cavalry Brigade, 
2nd Battalidl^th Gurkha Rifles, and the 47th Sikhs, was sent 
up to support General Bininker, who at 2 p.m. directed 
General Macbean to move to a position of readiness in the 
s^ond line trenches from Maris northward, and to counter- 
attack vigorously if opporlrunity offered. 

Some considerable delay appears to have occurred, and it 
was not until i a.m. oh the 21st that the 47th Sikhs and the 
7th Dragoon Guards, under the command of Lieutenant- 
Colonel IJ. A. Lempriere, D.S.O., of the latter regiment, 
were launched in ^punter-attack. ^ 

They reached the enemy'p trenches, but were driven out 
by enfilade fire, their gallant Commander being killed. 

The main attack by <the remainder of General Macbean's 
force, with the remnants of Lieutenant-Colonel Lempriere's 
detachment (which had again been rallied), was finally pushed 
in at about 4.30 a.m,, and also failed. 

In the northern section of the defensive line the retirement 
of the 2nd Battalion, 2nd Gurkha Rifles, at about 10 a.m. on 
the 20th, had left the flank of the ist Seaforth Highlanders, 
on the" extreme right of the Meerut Division line, much ex- 
^posed. This battalion was left shortly afterwards completely 
Jn the air by the retirement of the Sirhind Brigade. 

The sStlj, Rifles, therefore, were ordered to support the 
left of the Seaforth Highlanders, to fill the gap created by the 
retirement of the Gurkhas. 
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INDIANS ^LIEVED BY THE FIRST CORPS. , 

Duiing the whole of the afternoon strenuous efforts were 
made by the Seaforth Highlanders to plear the trenches 
to their right and left. The ist Battalion, gth Gurkha Rifles, 
reinforced the 2nd Gurkhas near the orchard where the Ger- 
mans were in occupation of the trenches abandoned by the 
latter regiment. The Garhwal Brigade was being very^heavily 
attacked, and their trenches and ioophoies were much dam- 
aged ; but the brigade continued to hold its froi^ and attack, 
connecting with the 6th Jats on the left of D§hra Dun 
Brigade. ^ 

No advance in force was made by the Onemy, but the 
troops were pinned to their groimd by heavy artiJlcFy flfe,. 
the Seaforth Highlanders especially suffering heavily. 

Shortfy before nightfall the and ^ Royal ’Highlanders on 
the right of the Seaforth Highlanders had succeed?d in estab- ^ 
lishing touch with the Sirhind Brigade ; and the continuous 
line (though dented near the orchard) existed throughout the 
Meerut Division. ^ # 

Early in the afternoon of December 20th ordors were sent ^ 
to the ii?t Corps, which was then in general army reserve, to 
send an infantry brigade to supporrthe Indian Corps. 

The 1st Brigade was ordered to Bethune, and reached 
that place at midnight on 2oth-2ist December- later in the 
day Sir Douglas Haig was ordered to move the whole of the 
ist Division in support of the Indian Corps. 

The 3rd Brigade reached Bethune between 8 a.m. and ^ 
9 a.m. on the 2ist, and on the same date the 2nd ^Brigade 
arrived at Lacon at I p.m. 

The ist Brigade was directed on Givenchy, Pont Fix@f^ 
and the 3rd Brigade, through Gorre’ on the trenches evaoie*- 
ated by the Sirhind Brigade. • 

The 2nd Brigade was directed to support; the Dehra 
Dun Brigade being placed at the disposal of the General 
Officer Commanding Meeijit Division. • 
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■' At 1 p.m. the General Officer Commanding ^ist Division 
directed the ist Brigade in attack from the west of Givenchy 
in a north-easterly direction:^ ■ and the 3rd Brigade frqm Fes- 
tnbert in an east-nprth-easterly direction, the object being to 
pass the position originally held by us and to capture the 
German trenches 300 yards to the east of it. 

By 5 p.m. the ist Brigade had obtffined a bold in Givenchy 
and the;, ground south as far as the canil, and the 3rd Brigade 
had progressed to a point half a mile west of Festubert. 

By"" night^ll the ist South Wales Borders and the 2nd 
Welsh R^egim&t of the 3rd Brigade had made a lodgment in 
the original trenches to the north-east of Festubert, the fst 
Gloucestershire "Regiment continuing the line southward along 
traclf east of Festubert.^ 

The 1st Brigade had established itself on the east side of 
Givenchy. ^ ^ 

By 3 p.m. the 3rd Brigade was concentrated at Le Toureh 
and wa^ ordered to retake the trenches which had been lost 
""oy the Debra Dun Brigade. ^ 

By 10 p.m. the support trenches west^of the orchard had 
been carried, but the origiual'-fire trenches had been so com- 
pletely destroyed tl^, they could not be occupied. « 

This operation was ^performed by the ist Loyal North 
Lancashire Regiment and the ist Northamptonshire Regi- 
ment, supported by the 2nd King's Royal Rifle Corps, in 
reserve. 

Throughout this day the units of the Indian Corps ren- 
dered all the assistance and support they could in view of 
their e3?:hausted condition. 

At I p.m. on the 22nd Sir Douglas Haig took over com- 
.--^and from Sir James Willcocks. The situation in the front 
-ibe was then approximately as follows : — 

South«^of the La Bassee Canal the Connaught Rangers 
of the Ferozepore Brigade had not been attacked. North 
of the canal a short length of our original line was still 
held by the gtll Bhopais and the 57th Rifles of the saxae 
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brigade.?! Connecting with the latter was the ist Brigade * 
holding the vii|age of - Givenchy and its eastern and 
nQ|:them approaches. Ontthe left of tThe ist Brigade was 
the 3rd Brigade. Touch had been lost, between the left of 
the former and\he right of the latter. The 3rd Brigade 
held a line along, and in places advanced to, the east of 
the Festubert RoM. Its left was in communication 
with the right of fhe Meerut Division line, wherg troops 
of the 2nd Brigade had just relieved the ist Seaforth 
Highlanders' To the norih, units of the 2nd^rigaSe held 
an indented line west of the orchard, ^^finnecjing with 
half of the 2nd Royal Highlanders, half of the 41st 
Dogras, and the ist Battalion, 9th GurkRa Rifles. From 
this point to the north the 6th Jats and the whoIe*of Aq* 
(iarhwal Brigade* occupied •tS.e original line which they 
had Held from the commencement of the operations. 

The relief of most units of the southern sector ^as elected ^ 
on the night of 22nd December, The Meerut Division re- 
mained under the orders of the ist Corps, and was not com^ 
pietely withdrawn flntil the 27th Decembef. 

In the evening the position at Givenchy was practically ^ 
re-established, and the 3rd Brigade had preoccupied the old 
line of trenches. * 

During the 23rd the enemy's activities ceased, and the 
whole position was restored to very much its original condition. 

In my last dispatch I had occasion to mention the prompt 
and ready help I received from the Lahore Division, under 
the command of Major-General H. B. B. Watkis, C.B., which 
was thrown into action immediately on arrival, when the * 
British Forces were very hard pressed during the battle of 
'\Ypres-Armenti^res. " 

The Indian troops have fought •with the utmost steaiSU^ 
fastness and gallaniry whenever they have beeuncalled upon. 

Weather conditions were abnormally bad, the snow and 
floods precluding any active operations during the first three 
weeks ■ of January. * ^ • 



214 ' APPENDIX 1. 

THE JANUARY ATTACK^. 

V, At 7.30 a.m. on the <-.25111 January the enemy began 
to shell Bethtine, a^d at 8 a.m. a strong hostile infantry attack 
developed south of the canal, preceded by a heavy bombard- 
naent of artillery, minenwerfers and, possibly, the explosion 
of mines, though the latter is doubtful? 

The^British line south of the candl formed a pronounced 
salient from the ea^al on the left, thence running forward 
toward the i^ilway triangle and^back to the'^'main La Bass^e- 
Bethune^roadj'^here it joined the French. This line was 
occupied by half a battalion of the Scots Guards, and half a 
battalion of tEe Coldstream Guards, of the ist Infantry 
rBTigade.^ The trenches in^the salient were blown in almost 
at once ; and the enemy's'" arttack penetrated this line/ Our 
troops retired to a partially prepared second lin€, running 
approximately due north and south from the canal to the 
road, some 500 yards west of the railway triangle. This second 
line had b^en strengthened by the construction of a keep half 
way between the c^.nal and the road. Here the other two half 
battalions of the above-meiltioned regiments were in support. 

These supports he^.d up the enemy, who, however/managed 
to establish himself in tSe brick stacks and some communi- 
cation trenches between the keep, the road, and the canal — 
and even beyond and west of the»keep on either side of it. 

The London Scottish had in the meantime been sent up 
in support, and a counter-attack was organized with the 
1st Royal Highlanders, part of the ist Cameron Highlanders, 
and th§ 2nd King's Royal Rifle Corps, the latter regiment 
having been sent forward from the Divisional Reserve. 

^ The counter-attack was delayed in order^ to synchronize 
-rith a counter-attack n5rth of the canal which was arranged 
for I p.m, 

At I p.m. these troops moved forward, their flanks making 
good progress near the road and the canal, but their centre 
being held up. The 2nd Royal Sussex Regiment was then 
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sent forward^ late in the afternoon, to reinforce. The result • 
was that the Germa^^ were driven back far enough to enable 
a somei^hat broken line to be taken up, running from the cul- 
vert on the railway, almost due south to tl|e keep/and thence 
south-east to the main road. 

The French left near the road had also been, attacked 
and driven back a little* but not to so great an, extent as the 
British right. Consequbntly, the French left was in advance 
of the British right and exposed to a possible flank attack 
from the north. * « 0 * 

The Germans did not, however, persevere Jurthej in their 
attack. » 

The above-mentioned line was strengthehed during the 
night, and the ist Guards Brigade, which had suflered^sever^^ 
was 'mthdrawn into reserve andTeplaced by the 2nd Infantry 
Brigade. * 

„ While this was taking place another, and equtlly severe, 

attack was delivered north of the canal against the village of 

Givenchy. • ♦ ^ 

/> 

STREET FIGHTING. ^ ^ 

At 8 .T 5 a.m., after a heavy artillery ^bombardment with 
high explosive shells, the enemy's •infantry advanced under 
the effective fire of our artillery, which, however, was ham- 
pered by the constant interruption of telephonic communica- 
tion between the observers and batteries. Nevertheless, 
our artillery fire, combined with that of the infantry in the 
fire trenches, had the effect of driving the enemy from his 
original direction of advance, with the result that his troops 
crowded together on the north-east corner of the village and 
broke through |pto the centre of the village as far as the 
which had been previously put in a state of defence. 
Germans had lost# heavily, and a well-timed I|)cal counter- 
attack, delivered by the reserves of the 2nd Welsh Regiment 
and 1st South Wales Borderers, and by a company of the ist 
Royal Highlanders (l^nt ^by the ist Brigade as a working 
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" party— this company was at work on the keep *at the time), 
was completely successful, with the resist that, after about 
an hour's street fighting, alhwho had broken into the- village 
were either captured or killed, and the original line round the 
village was re-established by noon. 

* South <of the village, however, and close to the canal, the 
right of the 2ni. Royal Munster Fusiliem fell back in conformity 
with thf. troops south of the canal ; but after dark that regi- 
ment moved forward and occupied the old line. 

During tlie course of the attack on Givenchy the enemy 
made five assfhlts on the salient at the north-east of the 
village about French Farm,^but was repulsed every time with 
heavy loss. 

^ Qn the morning o| the 29th January attacks^ were 
made on the right of the ist "Corps, south of the canal in the 
neighbourhood of La Bass^e. 

The enemy {part of the 14th German Corps), after a severe 
shelling, made a violent attack with scaling ladders on the 
keep, also'^to the north and south 5 f it. In the keep and on 
the north side the^Sussex Regiment held^ the enemy off, in- 
flicting on Mm serious losses. On the south side the hostile 
infantry succeeded reaching the Northamptonshire Regi- 
ment's trenches, but were impiediately counter-attacked and 
all killed. Our artillery co-operated well with the infantry in 
repelling the attack. 

In this action our casualties were inconsiderable, but the 
enemy lost severely, more than 200 of his killed alone being left 
in front of our position. 

VIL,. On the ist Febriiary a fine piece of work was 
carried out by the 4th Brigade in the neighbourhood of 
^-Cuinchy. r 

r Some of the 2nd Coldstream Guards were driven from 
their trenches at 2.30 a.m., but made a Stand some twenty 
yards east of them in a position which they held tiE morning, 

A counter-attack, launched at 3.15 a.m. by one company 
of the Irish Guards &d half a company of the 2nd Coldstream 
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Guards, prowd unsuccessful, owing to heavy rifle fire from the* 
east and south. ■ ' , N, ^ 

At J0.5 a.m., acting unde? orders of the ist Division, a 
heavy bombardment was opened on the lost ground for ten 
minutes ; and this was followed immediately by an assault 
by about 50 men of the 2nd Coldstream Guards withr bayonets, 
led by Captain A. Leigli Bennett, followed by ’*30 men of the 
Irish Guards, led by Second Lieutenant F. F, Graham, also 
with bayonets. ^ These were folbwed by ^ party of* Royal 
Engineers with sand bags and wire. ^ 

All the ground which had been lost was bri 3 lantly*retaken ; 
the 2nd Coldstream Guards al^b taking another German 
trench and capturing two machine guns. 

Thirty-two prisoners fell into <jur hands. • * ^ * 

The General Ofiflcer Commanding ist Division describes 
the preparation by the artillery as '‘splendid^ the high 
explosive shells dropping in the exact spot with absolute # 
precision.” ^ 

In forwarding his report on this engagement tSe General 
Officer Commanding First Army writes as Jollows : — 

Special credit is due — * * 

(i) ** To Major-General Haking, Cohmaanding ist Division 
for the prompt manner in wJiichThe arranged this counter- 
attack and for the general plan of action, which was 
crowned with success. • 

(ii) To the Qeneral Officer Commanding the 4th 

Brigade (Lord Cavan) for the thorough manner in which 
he carried out the orders of the General Officer Command- 
ing the Division. , * 

(iii) To the regimental officers, non-commissioned 
officers an^men of the 2nd Coldstream Guards and IrisI! 
Guards, who, with indomitable pluck, stormed two 

of barricades • captured three German tjfenches, two 
machine guns, and killed or made prisoners many of the 
enemy. 

■ '» 
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OUR airmen's sureriority. 

/' 

VIII. During tlie period- under report the Royal Fiyiiig 
Corps has again performed splendid service. 

Although the weather was almost uniformly bad and the 
machines «rsuffered from constant exposure, there have been 
only thirteen days on which no actual i^econnaissance has been 
effected^ Approximately one hundred thousand miles have 
been flown. ^ 

In Wditign to the daily and* constant w^ork of reconnais- 
sance and co-ofiieration with the artillery, a number of aerial 
combats have been fought^ raids carried out, detrainments 
harassed, parks'^and petrol depots bombed, &c. 

^ Various successful bomb-dropping raids have been carried 
out, usually against the enemy's aircraft material. Tli€ prin- 
ciple of attacking hostile aircraft whenever and^ wherever 
seen (unless highly important information is being delivered) 
has been adhered to, and has resulted in the moral fact that 
*^enemy machines invariably beatc immediate retreat when 
chased. 

^ Five German aeroplanes are known to have been brought 

to the ground, ande it would appear probable that others, 
though they have mana'ged to reach their own lines, have 
done so in a considerably damaged condition. 

(T ' 

GOOD WORK BY TERRITORIALS. 

IX. In my dispatch of 20th November, 1914, I referred 
, to the reinforcements of Territorial Troops which I had re- 

ceived, rand I mentioned several units which had already been 
employed in the fighting line. 

- In the positions which I held for some years before the 
of this war P‘was brought into close contact with 
the Territorial Force, and I found every reason to hope and 
believe that, when the hour of trial arrived, they would justify 
every hope and trust which was placed in them. 

The Lords Lieiftenant of Counties and the Associations 
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’which workeyi under them bestowed a vast amount of labour* 
and energy on the dpanization of the Territorial Force ; and 
I trusty it may be some reconi()ense to them to know that I, 
and the principal Commanders serving under me, consider 
that the Territorial Force has far more than justified the most 
sanguine hopes that any of us ventured to entertain of their 
value and use in the fidd. Commanders of Cavalry Divisions 
are unstinted in theif praise of the manner in w|jich the 
Yeomanry regiments attached to their ^brigades have done 
their duty, both fh and out of^ction. The servic^f Divisional 
Cavalry is now almost entirely performed by #Y eom^nry, and 
Divisional Commanders report that they are very efficient. 

Army Corps Commanders are loud in thdr praise of the 
Territorial Battalions which form part of near!}; all #14 
brigades at the front*in the first line, and more than one of 
them have told me that these battalions are fast approach- 
ing — if they have not already reached~~the standard of effi- 
ciency of Regular Infantry. ' ^ 

OBiFICEKS TRAINING CORPS. 

# 

I wish to add a word aboust the Officers Training Corps. 
The presence of the Artists’ Rifles (28th •Battalion, The London 
Regiment) with the Army in France enabled me also to test 
the value of this organization. 

Having had some experience in peace of the working of 
the Officers Training Corps, I determined to turn the Artists^ 
Rifles (which formed part of the Officers Training Corps in 
peace time) to its legitimate use. I therefore established the 
battalion as a Training Corps for Officers in the field. ^ 

The cadets pass through a course, which includes some 
thoroughly practical training as all cadets do a tour of ^ 
hours in the trenches, and afterwards write a report on 
they see and notice. They also visit an obsefvation post 
of a battery or group of batteries, and spend some hours 
there. 

A Commandant has been appointed, tnd he arranges anci 
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supervises the work, sets schemes for practice, ad^ninisters the 
school, delivers lectures, and reports on candidates. 

The cadets are instructed in all branches of military train- 
ing suitable for platoon commanders. 

Machine-gun tactics, a knowledge of -^Hch is so necessary 
for all junior ofiGicers, is a special feature of the course of in- 
struction. p r. , 

When first started the school was able to turn out officers 
at the rate of 75 a m9nth. This has since been increased to 100. 

Reports |;eceived from Divisional and Army Corps Com- 
manders^ on oftcers who have been trained at the school 
are most satisfactory. ^ 

c 

^ TEMPER OF BRITISH TROOPS. 

X. Since the date of mydast report I have been able to 
make a close personal inspection of all the units irr the com- 
mand. I w%s most favourably impressed by all I saw. 

/•The troops composing the Army in France have been sub- 
''jected to m severe a trial as it is possible to impose upon any 
body of men. Thf desperate fighting described in my last 
dispatch had hariy beenr brought to a conclusion when 
they were called uppn to face the rigours and hardships of 
a winter campaign. Frc^t and snow have alternated with 
periods of continuous rain. 

The men have been called upon to stand for many hours 
together almost up to their waists in bitterly cold water, 
only separated by one or two hundred yards from a most 
vigilant enemy. 

Although every measure which science and medical 
knowledge could suggest to mitigate these hardships was 
employed, the sufferings of the men have been very great. 

In spite of all this they presented, at the inspections to 
which I hav^ referred, a most soldier-lik^, splendid, though 
somewhat war-worn appearance. Their spirit remains high 
and confident; their general health is excellent, and their 
condition most satisfactory. 
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■ I regard it as most unfortunate that circumstances have * 
prevented any accodi^t of many splendid instances of courage 
and en^nrancej in the face almost unparalleled hardship 
and fatigue in war, coming regularly to thp knowledge of' the 
public. ’ 

Reinforcements have arrived from England with remarh- 
able promptitude and ‘"rapidity. They have ^been speedily 
drafted into the ranks, and most of the units I inspected were 
nearly complete when I saw them.. In appearance and gualitf 
the drafts sent but have excteded my most san^ine expec- 
tations, and I consider the Army in France is touch indebted 
to the Adjutant-General's Department at the War Office 
for the efficient manner in which its requirenients have bees 
met in this most essential respect, ^ • 

Wfth regard to these inspections, I may mention in par- 
ticular thd fine appearance presented by the* 37th and 28th 
Divisions, composed principally of battalions which had 
come from India. Included in the former division was 
Princess Patricia's Royal ’♦Canadian Regiment. They are i 
magnificent set of men, and have since doi^ excellent work in 
the trenches. ^ * * 

It was’ some three weeks after the ev^ts recorded in para- 
graph 4 that I made my inspection o^f the Indian Corps, under 
Sir James Willcocks. The appearance they presented was 
most satisfactory, and fully ^confirmed my first opinion that 
the Indian troops only required rest, and a little acclimatizing, 
to bring out all their fine inherent fighting qualities. 

I saw the whole of the Indian Cavalry Corps, under Lieu- 
tenant-General Rimington, on a ipounted parade so<p after 
their arrival. They are a magnificent body of Cavalry, and 
will, I feel sure^^give the best possible account of themselves 
when called' upon. ^ . , , * . 

In the meantime, at their own particular request, they 
have taken their turn in the trenches and performed mc»t 

useful and valuable service. 

' ■ * ■ • 
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THE CHAPLAINS. « 

XL The Rt. Rev. Bishppb Taylor Smith, C.V.O.^, D.D., 
Chaplain-General to the Forces, arrived at my Headquarters 
on 6 th January, on a tour of inspection throughout the com- 
mand. O 

The Cardinal Archbishop of Westrninster has also visited 
most o|. the Irish Regiments at the front and the principal 
centres on the line qf communications. 

In '^a quift and unostentatious manner "^the chaplains of 
all denopinatians have worked with devotion and energy 
in their respective spheres.»^ 

The number with the forces in the field at the commence- 
jnmt of^the war was com|)aratively small, but towards the 
end of last year the Rev. J. M. Simms, D.D., K.H.C., Prfncipai 
Chaplain, assisfed by his Secretary, the Rev. W. Drury, 
reorganized' the branch, and placed the spiritual welfare of 
the soldier on a more satisfactory footing. It is hoped that 
the further increase of personnel may be found possible. 

I cannot speak ^oo highly of the devotfed manner in which 
all chaplains, whether with the troops in the trenches or in 
attendance on the^ sick and wounded in casualty*' clearing 
stations and hospitals oil the line of communications, have 
worked throughout the campaign. 

THE MEDICAL SERVICE. 

r 

Since the commencement of hostilities the work of the 
Royal Army Medical Corps has been carried out with untiring 
sjeal, sl^ill and devotion. Whether at the front under condi- 
tions such as obtained during the fighting on the Aisne, 
when casualties were heavy and accommodation for their 
•reception had to be i&iprovised, ot on the line of com- 
munications where an average of soiree 11,000 patients 
have been daily under treatment, the organization of the 
Medical Services has always been equal to the demands made 
upon it. ^ " 
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* The careM system of sanitation introduced into the Army • 
has, with the assistance of other measures, kept the troops 
free from any epidemic, in support of which it is to be noticed 
that sitfce the commencement of the war some 500 cases only 
of enteric have occurred. * 

The organization for the first time in war of Motor Ambu- 
lance Convoys is due te the initiative and orgfinizing powers 
of Surgeon-General T.^ J. O'Donnell, D.S.O., ably assisted 
by Major P. Evans, Royal Army Medical Corps. ^ 

Two of theses convoys, composed entirely o|^ Red* Cross 
Society personnel, have done excellent work ipider the super- 
intendence of Regular Medical Offipers. 

Twelve Hospital Trains ply between the» front and the 
various bases. I have visited several of the trains wli^n 
halted? in stations, and^have found'^them conducted \wth great 
comfort and efficiency. ♦ 

During the more recent phase of the campaign Hxe creation 
of Rest Depots at the front has materially reduced the wastage 
of men to the line of commipnications. ^ ^ 

Since the iatter^part of October, 191^ the whole of the 
medical arrangements have be^pn,»in the liands of Surgeon- 
General 5 ir A. T. Sloggett, C.M.G,, *K,H.S., under whom 
Surgeon-General T. P. Woodhouse and Surgeon-General 
T. J, O'Donnell have been responsible for the organization 
on the line of communications and at the front respect- 
ively. 

EFFICIENCY OF ENGINEERS. 

XIL The exceptional and peculiar conditions brought 
about by the weather have caused^ large demands to bb made 
upon the resources and skill of the Royal Engineers, ^ 

Every kind T)f expedient has hadvto be thought out 
adopted to keep thp lines of trenches and defenc| work effec- 
tive. , 

The Royal Engineers have shown themselves as capable 
of overcoming the ravages caused by violent rain and floods 
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as , they have been throughout in neutralizing ^the effect ol 
the enemy's artillery. ■ 

In this connection I wish particularly to mention the ex- 
cellent services performed by my Chief Engineer, Bngadier- 
General G. H. Fowke, who has been indefatigable in super- 
wsing all ^uch work. His ingenuity and skill have been most 
valuable in the local construction of^the various expedients 
which experience has shown to be necessary in prolonged 
trench warfare. 

XKI. I have no reason "to ipodify in any material degree 
my views ot t}3|.e general military situation, as expressed in 
my dispatch of November i^oth, 1914. 

XIV. I have once more gratefully to acknowledge the 
valuable help and support I have received througtiout this 
period from General Foch,.^ General d'Urbai, and General 
Maud'huy of the French Army. ^ 

'"I have the honour to be, 

Your Lordship's most obedient Servant, 
c J. P.cD. FRENCH, 

F 4 eld“Marshai, 

^ - <Pommanding-in-Chief 

^ ^ The British Army in the Field. 
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THE BATTLE OF THE 24TH OF JANUARY. 

Admiral Bea'Vty’s Dispatch. 

f « 

Admiralty, ^arch 3# 2:915* 

The following dispatch has been received from 
Admiral Sir David Beatty, K.C.B.,'M.V.O., D.S.O., command- 
ing the First Battle-^Cruiser Squadron, reporting the action in 
the North Sea on Sunday, the 24th of January, igftS 

# 

Pfinms Royals February#, 1915. 

Sir,— 

I have the honour to report that at^daybrejik on 24th 
January, 1915, the following vessels werejpatrolling in company. 

The iSattle Cruisers Lion, Capt|iin *Mfred E. M. Chat- 
field, C.V.O., flying my flag ; Princess Royal, Captain Osmond 
de B. Brock, Aide-de-Camp ; Tiger, Captain Henry B. Pelly, 
M.V.O. ; New Zealand, Captain Lionel Halsey, C.M.G*, 
Aide-de-Camp, flying -the flag of Rear-Admiral Sir Archibald 
Moore, K.C.B., C.V.O. ; and Indomitable, Captain Francis W. 
Kennedy. / 

The Light Cruisers Southampton, flying the broad pennant 
of Commodore William E. Goodenough, M.V.O. ; NoMngkam^ 
Captain Charles* B. Miller ; Birmifi^ham, Captain Arthur 
A. M. Duff ; and Lowestoft) Captain Theobald W. B. Kennedy, 
were disposed on my port beam. ^ 

Commodore (T) Reginald Y. Tyrwhitt, C.B., in Arethusa,. 

Captain Wilmpt S. Mch.olson, If ndaunled, Captain 
■ V..' ■ •’» , 15 
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^Francis G. St John, Arethusa mA. the Destroyed 

Flotillas were ahead. ^ 

At 7.25 a.m. the flash of gms was obsei%ed S.S.E. Shortly 
afterwards a report reached me from Aurom that was 
engaged with enemy's ships. I immediately altered course 
to S.S.E.^ increased to 22 knots, and ordered the Light 
Cruisers and Flotillas to chase S.S.E. , to get in touch and 
report movements of enemy. ^ 

This'^order was acted upon with great promptitude ; indeed 
my wishes had already bden forestalled by the respective 
Senior Offi<^rs, and reports almost immediately followed 
from SoMhampton, Arethus^, and Aurora as to the position 
and composition of the enemy, which consisted of 3 Battle 
Crgisers and Blucher, 6 Light Cruisers, and a number of 
Destroyeirs, steering N.W.^ ,The enemy had altered >^sourse 
to S.E. From mow onwards the Light Cruisers maintained 
touch witliufothe enemy, and kept me fully informed as to their 
mojements. 

* The Battle Cruisers worked ue>. to full speed, steering to 
the southward. The wind at the time was N.E., light, with 
extreme viability. At 7.3P £^j.m. the enemy were sighted on 
port bow steaming fast, steering approximately S.E*» distant 
14 miles. r 

Owing to the prompt reports received we had attained 
our position on the quarter of the enemy, and so altered course 
to S.E. parallel to them, and settled down to a long stern 
chase, gradually increasing our speed Until we reached 28.5 
knots. Great credit is due to the Engineer Stafls of New 
Zealand woA Indomitable — these ships greatly exceeded their 
Bormak speed. ^ 

At 8.52 a.m,, as we had closed to within 20,000 yards of 
" the rear ship, the Battje Cruisers manceuvrdd to keep on a 
line of bearing so that guns would bear^ and Lio# fired a 
single shot, which fell short. The enemy at this time were 
in single line ahead, with Light Cruisers ahead and a large 
number of Destroyers on their starboard beam. 
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Single shgts were fired at intervals to test the range, and * 
at 9.9 a.m. Lion made her first hit on the Blucher, No. 4 in 
the line^ The opened fire at 9.20 a.ni. on the rear ship, 
the Lion shitted to No. 3 in the line, at ^18,000 yards, this 
ship being hit by several salvos. The enemy returned our 
fire at 9.14 a.m. Princess Royal, on coming into range, opened 
fire on Blucher, the rafige of the leading ship being 17,500 
yards, at 9.35 a.m. Neih Zealand was within range of Bucher, 
which had dropped somewhat astjpm, an4 opened fire on her. 
Princess Royal shifted to the^^third ship in the lime, infecting 
considerable damage on her. # * 

‘ Our flotilla cruisers and destroyers had gradually dropped 
from a position broad on our beam to our port quarter, so 
as not to foul our range with their smoke ; but the^ enemy V 
(iestroj'ers threatening attack, the Meteor and M Division 
passed ah^ad of us, Captain the Hon. H, *Meade, D.S.O., 
handling this Division with conspicuous ability. ^ 

About 9.45 a.m. the situation was as follows: — Blucher,^ 
the fourth in their line, already showed signs of having suffered 
severely from gun-fire; their leading ship and No. 3 were 
also on fire. Lion was engaging* Nb. i. Princess Royal No. 3, 
New Zealand No. 4, while the Tiger, was second in our 
line, fired first at their No. i, and Vhen interfered with by 
smoke, at their No. 4. 

The enemy's destroyers emitted vast columns of smoke 
to screen their battle cruisers, and under cover of this the 
latter now appeared to have altered course to the northward 
to increase their distance, and certainly the rear ships hauled 
out on the port quarter of their Reader, thereby in<yeasing 
their distance from our line. The battle cruisers, therefore, 
were ordered to^form a line of bearing N.N.W., and proceed 
at their utmost speed. 

Their destroyersi then showed evident signs oi an attempt 
to attack. Lion and Tiger opened fire on them, and caused 
them to retire and resume their original course. 

The Light Cruisers rhaiqtained an excellent position on the 







t' 


228 ' appe!^dix il 

/ port quarter of the enemy’s line, enabling them to observe 
and keep touch, or attack any vessel that might fall out of 
the line. *' r. ^ ^ 

At 10.48 a.m.,^the Bluchet, which had' dropped consider- 
ably astern of the enemy’s line, hauled but to port, steering 
north with a heavy list, on fire, and apparently in a defeated 
condition. I consequently ovdtied ^ Indomitabk to attack 
enemy breaking northward. 

At ^p.54 a.m. sqbmarin^s were reported on the starboard 
bow, and Ic>ersonally observed, the wash oS a' periscope two 
points OP our starboard bow. I immediately turned to port. 
At II. 3 a.m. an injury to the Lion being reported ’as 
incapable of immediate repair, I directed Lion to shape 
course l^.W. At 11.20 a.m. I called the Attack alongside, 
shifting my flag to her at about 11.35*' a.m. ^ proceeded at 
utmost speed to rejoin the Squadron, and met theln at noon 
^ retiring N.i^.W. 

,, *^1 boarded and hoisted my flag in Princess Royal at about 

12.20 p.nf., when Captain Brock arcquainted me of what had 
occurred since th^ Lion fell out of ih.€ line — namely, that 
Blucher had been sunk arfd that the enemy Battle Cruisers 
had continued theip^course to the eastward in a considerably 
damaged condition. He^ also informed me that a Zeppelin 
and a seaplane had endeavoured to drop bombs on the vessels 
which went to the rescue of the survivors of Blucher, 

The good seamanship of Lieut.-Comm^^der Cyril Callaghan, 
H.M.S. Attack, in placing his vessel alongside the Lion and 
subsequently the Princess Royal, enabled the transfer of 
flag to pe made in the shortest possible time. 

At 2 p.m. I closed Lion and received a report that the 
starboard engine was giving trouble owing |o priming, and 
at" 3.38 p.m. I ordered Indomitable to take her in tow, which 
was accomplished by 5 p.m. " ^ 

The greatest credit is due to the Captains of Indomitable. 
and Lion for the seamanlike manner in which the Lion was 
taken in tow undef diflflcult circumstances. 
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The exceMent steaming of the ships engaged in the opera-* 
tion was a conspicpps feature. , 

I attach an appendix givirig the names of various officers 
and men who specially distinguished theqjselves. 

Where all did well it is difficult to single out Officers and 
Men for special mention, and as Lion and Tiger wefe the only 
ships hit by the’enemy,"the majority of those I mention belong 
to those ships. • 

^ I have the hon®ur to b«, €ir, , 

YotSr Obedient Servant* 

(Signed) DAVIE* BEATTY. 

’ yice-Admiral. 
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DdCUMiPNTS RELATING, TO THE* CONDUCT 
,OF THE WAR AT SEA. 

I. 

^ On * December 28f,,i9i4, tbe United States- 
Government .addressed a Note to Britain, on the 
ireatmenfe of American commerce by the British 
Flept. On January 7, 1915, Sir Edward Grey 
'addressed to the American Ambassador in London 
a provisional rgply. The complete British Note 
was issued- on loth February, and is here reprinted: — 

Sir Edward Grey to the Hon. W. Page. 


Sir, 


Fcji^eign Office* February lo, 1915. 


Your Excellency has already received the preliminary 
answer, which I handed to you on the 7th January, in reply 
to your note of the 28th December on the subject of the 
seizures'^ and detentions of American cargoes destined for 
central European ports. 

Since that date I have had further opportuhity of examin- 
ing into the trade statistics of the United gtates as embodied 
in the Customs returns, in order to see whether the belligerent 
action of Great Britain has been in any way the cause of the 
trade depression wl^ch your Excellenoy describes as existing 
in the United States, and also whether the seizures of vessels 
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or cargoes ^Aich l\ave been made by the British Navy have* 
inflicted any loss American owners for, which our existing 
machmery provides no means’*©^ redress. In setting out the 
results of my investigation I think it well* to take the oppor- 
tunity of giving a general review of the methods employed 
by his Majesty’s Government to intercept contraband trade 
with the enemy, of their consistency with the admitted right 
of a belligerent to intercept such trade, and also of the extent 
to which they have endeavoured to meet the representations 
and complaints from time ?to time addressed •to them on 
behalf of the United States Government. • • 

Towards the close of your i?ote of the^aSth December 
your Excellency described the situation produced by the 
,.actio]^ of Great Britain as a pjtiful one to the cemmefciS.1 
interests of the United States,’ and said tljat many of the 
great industries of the country were suffering bgcause their 
products were denied long-established markets in neutral 
European countries contiguous to the nations at war. • 
It is unfortunately trhe that in these days, when trade 
and finance are cosmopolitan, any war-»-particularly a war 
of any magnitude— must result m a grievous (fislocation of 
commerce, including that of the natiduSi which take no part 
in the war. Your Excellency, will realize that in this tre- 
mendous struggle, for the outbreak of which Great Britain 
is in no way responsible, itris impossible for the trade of any 
country to escape allinjury and loss, but for such his Majesty’s 
Government are not to blame. 


INTERFERENCE vara TRADE. * 

I do not understand the paragraph which I have quoted 
from your Excellency’s note as re|erring to these indirect 
consequences of the state of war, but to the more proximate 
and direct effect *of our belligerent action in Mealing with 
neutral ships and cargoes on the high seas. Such action has 
been iimit^ to vessel^ on their way to gnemy ports or ports 
in neutral countries adjacent to the theatre of war, because 
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It IS only through such ports that the epemv iutrodur^ fi,' 
supphes which he requires for carrying qn war. 
j, earlier note I set cTut the number of ships which 

had sailed from the United States for Holland, Denmtk 
Norway, Sweden and Italy, and I there stated that 
eight of the yp had been placed in the Prize Court, ^d S 
only 45 had been temporarily detained to enable particuk 
consignments of cargo to be discharged for the pLposTo 
Pnze Qourt proceedings. To measure the e^ect of such naval 
action It is mecessary to take Mo consideration the general 
mfnttr the United States during the 

ratbrSk! outbreak of war and those sine? the 

- 'Taking the figures in ipillions of dollars, the experts of 
merchandise fr^ the United States for the seven iS?t£ 
of January^to July, 1914, inclusive, were 1,201. as 'compared 

corresponding months of 1913, a drL of 
ri26»millions of dollars. y a arop of 

For the months of August. 'September. October and 
November, that isnto say. for the four months of tL war 
preceding the delivery of font ExceUency’s note, the figures 
dollil i '®^chandise were (again in millioS of 

mnlTifc ^th 923 in the corresponding 

months of 1913, a drop of 256 millions of dollars. ^ 

If, however, the single article bf cotton be eliminated from 
the companson. the figures show a very differ??? resX 
Jrir ^ articles of merchandise other than 

seven months 

1914. were 966 milhons of. dollars, as against 1,127 millions 

other hand, the exports of the samer articles during 
h. months August to November ^mounted to 608 miUions 
of doUars ^ compared with 630 mihions in 1913 a drop of 

only 22 millions, or less than 4 per cent. ^ 
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DEGgEASE IN COTTON EXPORTS. 

It therefore clear that, if cotton be excluded, the effect 
of the war has beeo;^ not to increase but practically to arrest 
the decline of American exports which was in progrjess earlier 
in the year. In fact, any decrease in American exports whicli 
is attributable to the war is essentially due to cotton. Gotton 
Is an article which cannot possibly have been affdtted by 
the exercise of our belligerent rights, for,*2fe your Exoellency 
Is aware, it has not been deSlared by his Majesfy's Govern- 
ment to be contraband of war, and the mils undlr which 
we are at present conducting our belligerent ^operations give 
us no power in the absence of a blockade to seize or interfere 
*With k when on its way to a b^Migerent country in neuFr^ 
shi^s. Consequently no cotton has been touched. 

Into the causes of the decrease in the exportSipf cotton I 
do not feel that there is any need for me to enter, because, 
whatever may have been ^the cause, it is not to be founS in^ 
the exercise of the belligerent rights of visit, search, and 
capture, or in our general right wjien at ^ar to iptercept the 
contrabapd trade of our enemy. Imports of cotton ^to the 
United Kingdom fell as heavily as,,thoSe to other countries. 
No place felt the outbreak of war more acutely than the cotton 
districts of Lancashire, where for a time an immense number 
of spindles were idle. Though this condition has now to a 
large extent passed away, the consumption of the raw material 
In Great Britain was temporarily much diminished. The 
same is no doubt true of France. 

The general result is to showi:onvincingly that the naval 
operations of Great Britain are not the cause of any diminu- 
tion in the voMme of American expqrts, and that if the com- 
merce of the United States*!s in the unfavourable condition wmch 
your Excellency describes, the cause ought in fairnefs to be sought 
elsewhere than in the activities of Bis Majesty's naval forces. 

I may add that tjie circiilar issued^ by the Department 
of Commerce at Washington on the 23rd January admits a 
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marked improvement m the foreign trade of the United States 
which we have noted with great satisfac^i|n. The first para- 
graph of the circular is worth quoting verbatim : — « 

A marked improvement in our foreign trade is indicated 
c by the latest reports .issued by the Department of Com- 
merce through its Bureau of T^oreign and Domestic 
Coipmerce, sales of foodstuffs and certain lines of manu- 
factures haviigig^ been upusually large in November, the 
lalest |:^riod for which detailed information is at hand. 
In i^at mpnth exports aggregated 206,000,000 dollars, 
or double the total foi August last, when, by reason of 
the outbreak of war, our foreign trade fell to the lowest 
^ e levels reached in many years. In December there was 
further improvement, the month’s*' exports being valued 
at 246,ooo,boo dollars, compared with 233,000,000- in 
Decenfber 1913, and within 4,000,000 of the high record 
^ ^established in December 1912. 

, rv ' 

A FIVE months’ REVIEW. 

n. 

A bettef view of the situation is obtained by looking at 
the figures month month. The exports of merchandise 
for the last five months have been (in millions of dollars) : — 


August . . . . , . , no 

September , . . . . . . 156 

October 194 

November . . .... <^ 205 

December . . ... . . 246 


The outbreak of war produced in the United States, as 
if ^id in all neutral coijntries , an acute but ^ temporary dis- 
turbance of trade. Since that timerthere seems to have been 
a steady redbvery, for to-day the exports from the United 
States stand at a higher figure than on the same date last year. 

Before passing a^jvay from the statistics of trade, and in 
order to demonstrate stiU more cldarly if necessary that the 
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naval operations of Great Britain and her Allies have had’ 
no detrimental effect on the volume of trade between the 
United,States and leiitrai countries, it is worth while to analyse 
the figures of the exports to Europe since the outbreak of 
hostilities. For thi§ purpose the European countries ought 
to be grouped under three heads : — Great Britain’and those 
fighting with her, neu1:ral countries, and enemy countries. 
It is, however, impossible for me to group the countries in 
this way satisfactorily, as the figures rearing to the^ export 
trade of the United States ^ith each country kave not yet 
been published. In the preliminary statement of the export 
trade of the United States with -foreign countries only prin- 
cipal countries are shown, and various countries which are 
tabulated separately in the more^detailed monthly 
of coinmerce and finance are omitted. Those omitted include 
not?^ only ’the Scandinavian countries, the exports to which 
are of peculiar importance in dealing with this qfiestion, but 
also Austria. • n 

So far as it is possible'' to distribute the figures^under the 
headings which I Have indicated above (ill the figures being 
given in thousands of dollars), the'results are as fSllows 

Total exports to Europe from th^ ist August to the 
30th November, 4x3,995, -as against 597,342 in 1913. 
Of these. Great Britain and her Allies took 288,312, as 
against 316,805 in 191*3. Germany and Belgium took 
1,881, as against 177,136 in 1913 ; whereas neutral 
countries (among which Austria-Hungary is unavoidably 
included) took 123,802, as against 103,401 in 19x3. 

The general complaint in your Excellency's note was that 
the action of Gfeat Britain was affecting adversely the trade 
of the United States with neutral couhtries. The naval op^a- 
tions of Great Britain certainly do not interfere with com- 
merce from the United States on its way to the United King- 
dom and the Allied countries, and yet the exports to Great 
Britain and her Allies Sur^ng those four itonths diminished to 
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'the extent of over 28,000,000 dollars, whereas thase to neutral 

countries and Austria increased by over 20.000,000 dollars. 

The inference may "" fairly be drawn i:om these ^figures, 
all of which are taken from the official returns published by 
the United States Government, that nof only has the trade 
of* the Uiflted States with the neutral countries In Europe 
been maintained as compared with previous years, but also 
that a Siubstantial part of this trade Vas, in fact, trade in- 
tended Tor the enen^y count;ries going through neutral ports 
by routes towhich it was previously unaccus^tomed. 

One of the iriany inconveniences to which this great war 
is exposing the commerce of €11 neutral countries is undoubtedly 
the serious shortage in shipping available for ocean transport, 
mdt' the consequential resul^ of excessive freights. ^ 

^ r 

INTENTION OF NEUTRAL SHIPS. ^ ^ 

It cannot fairly be said that this shortage is caused by 
/j-rezt Britain's interference with neutral ships. At the present 
time ther^ are only seven neutral vei^sels awaiting adjudication 
in the Pri2:e CourtSetn this country, and three in those in the 
British DoAinions. As ydur^ Excellency is aware, I have 
already instructed €i||i!r*^Ambassador at Washington fo remind 
the parties who are interested in these vessels that it is open 
to them to apply to the Court for the release of these ships 
m bail, and if an application of this sort is made by them it 
is not likely to be opposed by the Crowi|. There is therefore 
no reason why such an application should not be favourably 
entertained by the Court, and, if acceded to, all these vessels 
will ag^n be available for The carriage of commerce. Only 
one neutral vessel is now detained in this country in addition 
. te those awaiting adjudication in the Prize Coprt. 

^Every effort has beeii made in cases in which it has been 
found necessary to institute proceedings Against portions of 
the cargo to secure the speedy discharge of the cargo and 
the release of the ship, so as to enable it to resume work. 
Great Britain is suffering from the^iShortage of shipping and 
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the rise in freights as acutely as, if not more than, other* 
nations, and his llajesty's Government have taken every 
step thgt they colld consistently wilh their belligerent ' in 
terests to increase the tonnage available for the transport 
of sea-borne commerce. The enemy shi^s which have been 
condemned in the Prize Courts in this country are*being soJd 
as rapidly as possible In order that they may become avail- 
able for use ; and thole which have been condemned in the 
Prize Courts oversea are beings brought j:o this country i i 
order that they may be disposed of here, and again placed h 
active employment. ^ 

The difficulties have been acc«!ntuated by the unforeseen 
consequences of the convention which was^ signed at The 
Hague in 1907 relative to the status of enemy ^mercb,3,|^t 
vessels at the outbreak of war. ^ 1?his convention was a well- 
int^tionM effort to diminish the losses ^liich war must 
impose upon innocent persons, and provided ^hat enemy 
merchant ships seized by a belligerent in whose ports Jthev 
lay at the outbreak of war should not be condemned, buj 
should merely be detained for the perio<| of the war, unless 
they were liberated in the days'' of grace. We* could come 
to no arrangement with the German .. Government for the 
reciprocal grant of days of grace, ^d the German merchant 
vessels lying in British ports when the war broke out have 
therefore been sentenced to detention in lieu of condemnation. 
The normal result would have been still further to reduce the 
volume of shipping available for the commerce of the world. 
To ease the situation, however, his Majesty's Government 
are resorting to the power of requisitioning which is given by 
the convention, so that these ships may again be ;^aced ia 
active service. ^ * 

DESTRUCTION BY ®MINES. ^ 

Your EjicelleEcy will see therefore that Jiis Majesty's 
Government are doing all in their power to increase the 
volume of shipping available. I hope it will be realized that 
the detention of neutM ^hips by his Majesty's Government 
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with a view to the capture of contraband tradg on its way 
to the enemy has not contributed nearly so much to the 
shortage of shippiifg as^'has Jh^ destrucfioi of neutraWessels 
by submarine mines indiscriminately laid by the enemy on 
the high seas, mafiy miles from the coast, in the track of 
merchant i^vessels. Up till now twenty-five neutral vessels 
have been reported as destroyed by mines on the high seas ; 
quite apart from all questions of the ' breach of treaties and 
the destruction of^ life, there is far more reason for protest 
on the ^core^of belligerent inter^grence with*" innocent neutral 
trade through t^e mines scattered by the enemy than through 
the British exercise of the right of seizing contraband* 

I trust that ^ what I have said above will be sufficient to 
cgrprfnce ^your Excellency’s Government that the complaints 
that the naval policy of Great Britain has interfered with 
the shipments American products to long-establi^ed 
markets in^^neutral European countries is founded on a mis- 
conception. 

In justice to the peoples of both* countries, I feel that this 


opportunity should be taken to explain 'the lines on which 
his Majesty’o Government feav*e been acting hitherto, so as to 
show that the line thcyrhave followed is in no way inconsistent 
with the general fundamental principle of international law, 
and to indicate the care with which they have endeavoured 
to meet the representations which have been made by the 
United States Government from time to time during the war 
on these questions. 

No one in these days will dispute the general proposition 
that a belligerent is entitled to capture contraband goods on 
their wa3^ to the enemy ; that right has now become conse- 
c^ted by long usage and general acquiescence. Though the 
right is ancient, the means of exercising it alter and develop 
with the changes in the methods and machkiery^f commerce. 
A century ago the difficul|ies of land transport rendered it 
impracticable for the belligerent to obtain supplies of sea- 
borne goods through: a neighbouring neutral country. Con- 
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c-^queBtly the beiligerent actions of his opponents neither , 
required noi^ jnstiSed any interference with shipments on 
their way to a n^|itral port. This principle was recognized 
and actad on in the decisions in which Lord Stowell laid down 
the lines on which captures of such goods should be dealt with. 

The advent of steam power has rendered it as^easy for a 
beiligerent to supply hipaself through the ports of a neutral 
contiguous country as ^through his own, and has therefore 
rendered it impossible for his opponent to refrain Irom in- 
terfering with commerce intended for the fenemy merely be- 
cause it is on its way to a neutral port. 

AMERICAN USAGE llECALLEI). ^ 

No better instance of the necessity of countering new 
-feyice% for dispatching contraband goods to an eiiemy l>y 
new methods of applying the fundamental principle of the 
righT to capture such contraband can be given th^ the steps 
which the Government of the United States found it necessary 
to take during the American Civil War. It was atjthat fime*^ 
that the doctrine o| continuous voyage was first applied to 
the capture of contraband^ that is^to say,’4t was tJien for the 
first time that a beiligerent found himself obliged to capture 
contraband goods on their way to ^^the ^aiemy, even though 
at the time of capture they were en route for a neutral port 
from which they were intended subsequently to continue 
their journey. The policy then followed by the United States 
Government was not inconsistent with the general principles 
already sanctioned by international law, and met with no 
protest from his Majesty's Government, though it was upon 
British cargoes and upon British ships that the losses and the 
inconvenience due to this new development of the application 
of the old rulo of international la^ principally fell The 
criticisms which have be^n directed against the steps then 
taken by the^nited States came, and come, frpfh those who 
saw in the methods employed in ‘Napoleonic times for the 
prevention of contraband a limitation upon the right itself. 
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and failed to see that in Napoleonic times goods on their way" 
to a neutral port were immune from capture/ not because 
the immediate destination conferred a privilege, but because' 
capture under such circumstances was unnecessary. 

The facilities which the introduction pf steamers and rail- 
ways havp given to a belligerent to introduce contraband 
goods through neutral ports have imppsed upon his opponent 
the additional difficulty, when endeavouring to intercept such 
trade, 01 distinguishing between the goods which are really 
destined for the cotnmerce ‘‘of that neutrals- country and the 
goods whicfi' are on their way'^to the enemy. It is one of 
the many difficulties with which the United States Govern- 
ment found themselves confronted in the days of the Civil 
War, and I cannot do better than quote the words which 
Seward, who was then , Secretary pf State, used< 4 ii tfer 
course of the diplomatic discussion arising out of t|ie capture 
of some goqds on their way to Matamoros which were believed 
to be for the insurgents ; — 

r ■ 

Neutrals engaged in honest fmde with Matamoros must 
, expect to experience inconvenience from the existing 
blockade of Brownsvilfe &d the adjacent coast of Texas. 
While this Government unfeignedly regrets tSis incon- 
venience, it cannot relinquish any of its belligerent rights 
to favour contraband trade with insurgent territory. By 
insisting upon those rights, however, it is sure that that 
necessity for their exercise at all, which must be deplored 
by every friendly commercial Power, will the more 
speedily be terminated. 

belligerents' difficulties. 

" ^The opportunities noy? enjoyed by a belligerent for obtain- 
ing supplies through neutral ports ‘are far greater than they 
were fifty years ago, and the geographical conditions of the 
present struggle lend additional assistance to the enemy in 
carr3ring out such importation. We are^faced with the problem 
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Df intercepting such supplies when arranged with all the advan-* 
tages that now frbm elaborate organisation and unstinted 
expenditure. If osinbelligereQt rights ar^* to be maintained; 
it is of the first importance for us to distinguish between what 
is tedlly hona fide trade intended for the nhutral country con-™ 
cerned and the trade intended for the enemy counti*y. Every 
effort is made by organisers of this trade to conceal the true 
destination, and if thednnocent neutral trade is to distin- 
guished from the enemy trade it is essential that his Majesty's 
Government should be entit|ed to make, and should make, 
careful inquiry with regard to the destination of particular 
shipments of goods even at the ri^sk of some slight delay to 
the parties interested. If such inquiries were hot made, either 
the exercise of our belligerent rights would have to^be ab^- 
Sbnedytending to the prolongatioif of this war and the increase 
of the loss, and suffering which it is entailing^ upon the whole 
world, or else it would be necessary to indulge in indiscriminate 
captures of neutral goods and their detention throughout all^ 
the period of the resulting Prize Court proceedings. Under 
the system now adopted it has been found possible to release 
without delay, and consequently without apprecmble loss to 
the parties interested, all the goods of-.-^hich the destination 
is shown as the result of the inquiries to be innocent. 

It may well be that the system of making such inquiries 
is to a certain extent a newdntroduction, in that it has been 
practised to a far greater extent than in previous wars ; but 
if it is correctly descrfted as a new departure, it is a departure 
which is wholly to the advantage of neutrals, and which has 
been made for the purpose of relieving them so far as possible 
from loss and inconvenience. 

1 A CONTESTED PRINQIPLE. 

There w^ a passage ‘"in a note which the State De- 
partment addressed to the Britlsh^Ambassador at Washing- 
ton on 7th November to which I think it may be well to 
refer : — ^ , % 
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In the opinion of this Government, tl|e belligereiit 
right of visit and search requires thsft the search should 
be made on the High sea§ at the di|e of the visit, and 
that the conclusion of the search should rest upon the 
evidence fouitd on the ship unde^ investigation, and 
^ not rupon circumstances ascertained from external 
sources, ^ 

The principle here enunciated appears to me to be incon- 
sistent'%itl:^the practice in thesg matters of Ihe United States 
Governinent, as well as of the British Government. It oer- 
tainly was not the rule upcjp which the United States Govern- 
ment acted either during the Civil War or ^during the Spanish- 
War, nor has it ever been the practice of the British 
Government, nor, so far as*' I am aware? of any other ©overiF 
ment which has had to carry on a great naval war ; jis a 
principle f think it is impossible in modern times. The 
necessity for giving the belligerent captor full liberty to 
establish ^by all the evidence at his disposal the enemy destina- 
tion with which the goods were shipped was recognized in all 
the leadings decisions in the Brize Courts of the United States 
during the Civil Wa^>. r 

No clearer instance could be given than the reporter's 
statement of the case of the Bermuda (3 Wallace, 514) : — 

The final destination of the cargo in this particular 
voyage was left so skilfully open". . . that it was not 
quite easy to prove, with that certainty which American 
Courts require, the intention which it seemed plain must 
have really existed. Thus to prove it required that truth 
should be collated from a variety of sources, darkened 
^ and disguised ; from others opened as the‘cause advanced, 
and by^ accident only ; fronf coincidencjps undesigned, 
and facts that were circumstantial. Collocations and com- 
parisons, in short, brought largely their collective force 
in aid of evidei?ce that was more direct. 
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' It is not^ impossible that the course :of' the present, straggle; 
will show t&e necessity for belligerent action to be taken in 
various ways, whic,|i ’piay at first sight’ be legarded as a depar- 
ture ffbm old practice. In my note of the 7th January, I 
dealt at some lengfh with the question»’of the necessity of 
taking vessels into port for the purposes of carrying outran 
effective search, where^search was necessary ; to that subject 
1 feel that I need not again recur. ♦ 

DEFENCE OF BRItlSH PRMJTICE. # 

The growth in the size of steamships necessitat<^s in many 
cases that the vessel should go into calm waler, in order that 
even the right of ^ visit, as aparl from the bright of search, 
should be exercised. In modern times a steamer is cap- 
"Sble of pursuing her, voyage irrespective of the conditions of 
the weat^ier. Many of the neutral merchantmen which our 
naval officers are called upon to visit at sea are eniountered by 
our cruisers in places and under conditions which render the 
launching of a boat impossible. The conditions diiypng winter 
in the North Atlantic frequently render it impracticable for 
days together for a naval officer tp board? a vessd on her way 
to Scan<Jinavian countries. If a belligerent is to be denied 
the right of taking a neutral merciianfthan, met with under 
such conditions, into calm wa?ter in order that the visiting 
officer may go aboard, the right of visit and of search would 
become a nullity. 

The present conffict is not the first in which the necessity 
has arisen ; as long ago as the Civil War the United States 
found it necessary to take vessels to United States ports in 
order to determine whether the ’circumstances justifted their 
detention. 

The same %eed arose during tjie Russo-Japanese 
and also during t|ie second Balkan War, when it sometimes 
happened tO: British vessels were made to deviate from their 
course and follow the cruisers to*some spot where the right 
of visit and of search could be more coryFeniently carried out. 
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Jn both cases this exercise of belligerent ^rights, although*'’ 
questioned at first by his Majesty’s Govtoment, was ulti- 
mately acquiesced ki. ^ i ^ 

No Power in these days can afford during a great %ar to 
forgo the exercise the right of visit s^nd search. Vessels 
which are (»apparently harmless merchantmen can be used 
for carrying and laying mines, and ewen fitted to discharge 
torpedoes. Supplies for submarines can without difficulty 
be concealed under other cargo. The only protection against 
these rfeks is to Vl^it and ‘search thoroughly every vessel 
appearing^ in the mne of operations, and if the circumstances 
^ are such as to r^hder it impossible to carry it out at the spot 
where the vessel was met with, the only pi'acticable course is 
to take the ship to some more convenient locality for the 
purpose. To do so is not to be looked upon as a new belligerent*^ 
right, but as an adaptation of the existing right to the modern 
conditions <^f commerce. Like all belligerent rights it must 
be exercised with due regard for neutral interests, and it 
woufd be tjiireasonable to expect a qeutral vessel to make long 
deviations from her course for this purpose. It is for this 
reason that cwe haVb done «alL we can to encourage neutral 
^ merchantmen, on their ^way to ports contiguous to tfie enemy 
country, to visit sonfe British port lying on their line of route 
in order that the necessary ex*amination of the ship’s papers, 
and, if required, of the cargo, can be made under conditions 
of convenience to the ship herself. The alternative would 
be to keep a vessel which the naval officers desired to board 
waiting, it might be for days together, until the weather 
conditions enabled the visit to be carried out at sea. 

r . ■ 

REDRESS OF NEUTRALS’ GRIEVANCES. 

war has yet been^waged in which neufral individuals 
have not occasionally suffered from unjqstifi^ belligerent 
action; no rfeutral nation has experienced this fact more 
frequently in the past than'^Great Britain. The only method 
by which it is possible to harmonize belligerent action with 
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the rights of neutrals is for the belligerent nation to provide* 
some adequate machinery ‘by which in any such case the 
facts can be invdsdgated and ^ appropriate redress can be 
obtained by the neutral individual. In^ this country such 
machinery is provided by the powers wliich are given to the 
prize Court to deal not only with captures, bu! also with 
claims for compensation. Order V., Rule 2 , of the British 
Prize Court Rules provides that where a ship has been cap- 
tured as prize, but has been subsequegtly release^ by the 
captors, or has by loss, destruction, or otherwise ceased to 
he detained by them, without proceedings Ipr condemnation 
having been taken*, any person interested h\ the ship (which 
by Order I., Rule 2 , includes goods) wishing to make a claim 
,,,£or CQsts and damages in respept thereof shall issue a^wit 
as provided by Order 11 . A writ so issued will initiate a 
prCceedirfg, which will follow its ordinary course in the Prize 
Court. ^ ^ 

This rule gives the Prize Court ample jurisdiction to» ded 
with any claim for compensation by a neutral atising from 
the interference mth a ship or goods hy our naval .forces. 
The best evidence that can be 'given of the discrimination 
and the 'moderation with which our officers have carried 
out their duties is to be found in the fact that up to this time 
no proceedings for the recovery of compensation have been 
initiated under the rule which I have quoted. 

RECOURSE TO DIPLOMACY DEPRECATED. 

It is the common experience of every war that neutrals 
whose attempts to engage in suspicious trading are fpistrated 
by a belligerent are wont to have recourse to their Govern- 
ment to tirge lhat diplomatic remonstrances should be made 
on their behalf, and that redress should be obtained for fhem 
in this When an effective mode of redi^ss is open to 

them in the Courts of a civilized* country by which they can 
obtain adequate satisfaction for any invasion of their rights 
which is contrary to ftie few of nations, *the only course which 
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^is consistent with sound princi|)le is that thef should be 
referred to that mode^ of redress, and that no diplomatic 
action should be taken untii their iegaf rtmedies haiie been 
exhausted, and thejr are in a position to show frima facie 
denial of justice. 

‘•The course adopted by his Majesty’s Government during 
the American Civil War was in strict accordance with this 
principler In spite of remonstrances from many quarters, 
they pl|ced full reljance omthe American ^Prize Courts to 
grant redreao to the parties in'terested in cases of alleged 
wrongful capturf^ by American ships of war, and put forward 
■ no claims until the opportunities for redrtss in those Courts 
had been exhausted. The same course was adopted in the 
Spanish" American War, wh^n all British subjects who^com^ 
plained of captures or detentions of their ships were referred 
to the Prize Courts for relief. ^ ^ 

Before living this subject may I remind your Excellency 
af the fact that at your request you are now supplied imme- 
diately by^ this Department with |)articulars of every ship 
under ^American colours which is detained,* and of every ship- 
ment of cargo in which oif American citizen appears to be 
the party intereste4^'^ Not only is the fact of detention 
notified to your Excellency, but so far as is practicable the 
grounds upon which the vessel or cargo has been detained 
are also communicated to you ; concession which enables 
any United States citizen to take step^^ at once to protect 
his interests. 

His Majesty’s Government have also done all that lies 
in their power to ensure rapid action when ships are reported 
in British ports. They realize that the ship and cargo owners 
may reasonably expect an immediate decisioji to be taken 
as tc whether the ship majr be allowe<| to proceed, and whether 
her cargo or g.ny part of it must be dischafgedOJ put into 
the Prize Court. Realizing that the ordinary methods of 
inter-Departmentai correspondence might cause delays which 
could be obviated another mef^hod of procedure, they 
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Established §everaljnonths ago a special Committee, on which* 
ail the Departments concerned are represented. This Com- 
!iiittee_sits daily, |nd is provided with a fecial clerical staff. ' 

As soon as a ship reaches port full particulars are telegraphed 
to London, and th^ case is dealt with at the next meeting 
of the Committee, immediate steps being taken to carry out 
the action decided upon. By the adoption of this procedure 
it has been found possible to reduce to a minimum l;Jie delays 
to which neutral shipping is exgosed by the exercise of belli- 
gerent rights, arM by the n^essity, impos*ed by ^nodfern con- 
ditions, of examining with care the destination of contraband 
articles. ^ . 

cbNDITIONAL CONTRABAND. ♦ 

Particular attention is directed in your Excellency's ^pte 
to thh policy we ai?e pursuing * with regard to conditional 
coi^raband, especially foodstuffs, and it is there stated that 
a number of American cargoes have been seized^ without, so 
far as your Excellency's Government are informed, our being • 
in possession of facts w^hich warranted a reasor^ble belief 
that the shipments had in reality a belligerent destination, 
and in spite of the presumption of innocent use* due to their 
being destined to neutral territory. Tbg Note does not specify 
any particular seizures as those \thich* formed the basis of 
this complaint, and I am thdtefore not aware whether the 
passage refers to cargoes wjiich were detained before or since 
the Order in Council of the 29th October was issued. 

Your Excellency** will, no doubt, remember that soon after 
the outbreak of war an Order of his Majesty in Council was 
issued under which no distinction was drawn in the applica- 
tion of the doctrine of continuous voyage between ‘absolute 
contraband and conditional contraband, and which also Im- 
posed upon thS neutral owner of contraband somewhat drastic *** 
conditions^^to liie burden of proof of the guilt or innocence 
of the shipment. ^ * 

The principle that the burden of proof should always be 
Imposed upon the captor has usually# been admitted as,' a 
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ftheory. In practice, however, it has almost ^ways bee/ 
otherwise, and any student of the Prize Court decisions ol 
the past or even of modern yrars will find |hat goods seldom 
escape condemnation unless their owner was in a position to 
prove that their dei»tination was innocent. An attempt was 
m^de some few years ago, in the unratified Declaration of 
London, to formulate some definite rales upon this subject, 
but time^alone can show whether the*^rules there laid down 
will stand the test of modern y^arfare. 

■m 

KELAXED RULES. 

e 

t The rules wmch his Majesty's Govern|jient published in 
the Order in Council of the 20th August, 1914, were criticized 
by.,,i;|ie United States Government as contrary to the generall]!^^ 
recognized principles of international i^w, and as infficting 
unnecessary hardship upon neutral commerce, and J'our Ex- 
cellency wilFremember the prolonged discussions which took 
^ place^ between us throughout the month of October with a 
view to finding some new formulae*^ which should enable us 
to restrict supplies to the enemy forces, ahd to prevent the 
supply to the enemy of materials essential for the making 
of munitions of war,^)vhile inflicting the minimum of injury 
and interference with neiftral commerce. It was with this 
object that the Order in Council of the 29th October was 
issued, under the provisions of which a far greater measure 
of immunity is conferred upon neutral commerce. In that 
Order the principle of non-interference with conditional con- 
traband on its way to a neutral port is in large measure ad- 
mitted ; only in three cases Js the right to seize maintained, 
and in afi those cases the opportunity is given to the claimant 
of the goods to establish their innocence. ^ 

Two of those cases are where the ship's papers afford no 
information as to the person for whom the geods intended, 
it is only reasonable that belligerent should be entitled to 
regard as suspicious cases where the shippers of the goods do 
not choose to disclosethe name of ,|;he "‘individual who is to 
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"teceive tliem. T!\e third case is that of goods addressed to a* 
person in the enemy territory. In the peculiar circumstances 
of the^preseat strpggle, where the forces *of the enemy com* 
prise so large a proportion of the population, and where there 
IS so little evidence of shipments on private as distinguished 
from Government account, it is most reasonabfe that the 
burden of proof should" rest upon the claimant. 

QUESTION OF f OODSTUFFg, 

The most di&cult questions in connexion wit^ conditional 
contraband arise with reference to the shipnnint of foodstuffs. 
No country has in^intained more> stoutly th|n Great Britain 
in modern times the principle that a belligerent should 
abstain from interference with tli^ foodstuSs intended foFfthe 
civil population. THe circumstances of the present stniggk 
are’^causihg his Majesty's Government some anxiety as to 
whether the existing rules with regard to conditit)nal contra- 
band, framed as they were with the object of protecting so^ 
far as possible the supplies which were intended fdr the civil 
population, are effective for the purpose^ or suitable to the 
conditions present. The principle which I have indicated 
above is'one which his Majesty's Govemijient have constantly 
had to uphold against the oppositil^n of continental Powers. 
In the absence of some certainty that the rule would be 
respected by both parties to this conflict, we fee! great doubt 
whether it should b§ regarded as an established principle of 
international law. 

Your Excellency will, no doubt, remember that in 1885, 
at the time when his Majesty's Government were d^ciissing 
with the French Government this question of the right to 
declare foodsti|ffs not intended for the military forces to be 
contraband, and when public attention had been draw# to 
the mattei^ -4he •Kiel Chamber of Commerci applied to 
the German Government for a #statement of the latter's 
views on the subject. Prince Bismarck's answer was ^ 
■■follows:— ■■ .. • ' ■ , • 
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In answer to their representation of. the x&t Instant, I 
reply to the Chambgr of Commerce that any disadvantage 
our commercial and carryiifg interests imay suffer by the 
treatment of rice as contraband of war does not justify 
our opposing a measure which it has-been thought fit to 
" take in carrying on a foreign war. Every war is a calamity 
which entails evil consequences not only on the com- 
batafits, but also on neutrals. These evils may easily be 
incpeased by tkq. interference of a neutral Power with the 
way in f/hich a third carries^n the war, to the disadvan- 
tage Of the f^ubjects of the interfering Power, and by thfe 
means Gerjpan commarce might be .weighted with far 
heavier losses than a transitory prohibition of the rice 
trader in Chinese waters^^ The measure in question has 
its object the shortening of the war increasing the diffi- 
culties ^ the enemy y and is a justifiable step in ifdm- 
partially enforced against all neutral ships. 

His Matjesty's Government are disposed to think that the 
same view is still maintained by the German Government. 

. r . ^ r J 

GEiy^AN CONTROL OF FOOD. * 

Another circumstance whiejb is now coming to light is that 
an elaborate machinery has been organized by the enemy 
for the supply of foodstuffs for the use of the German army 
from overseas. Under these circumstances it would be absurd 
to give any definite pledge that in cases where the supplies 
can be proved to be for the use of the enemy forces they 
should be given complete immunity by the simple expedient 
of dispatching them to an agent in a neutral port. 

^ The reason for drawing a distinction betiveen foodstuffs 
intended for the civil population ^nd those for the armed 
forces or en^emy Government disappears whe«f^e distinc- 
tion between the civil population and the armed forces itself 
disappears. In any country in which there exists such a 
tremendous organization for warasrnow obtains in Germany 
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there is no »clear division between those whom the Govern-’ 
ment is responsible for feeding and, those whom it is not. 
Experience shows ^tHat the pbwer to requisition will be used 
to the fullest extent in order to make sure that the wants of 
the military are supplied, and however much goods may ba 
imported for civil use it is by the military that they will*be 
consumed if military exigencies require it, especially now that 
the German Government have taken control of all*the food- 
stuffs in the country. ’ • 

EXPORTS TO NEUTRALS. ^ 

I do not wish to overburden 3 iis note wi^h statistics, but 
in proof of my statement as to the unprecedented extent to 
which^ supplies are reaching ne'utral ports, I shouid ito*to 
instance the figures of the exports of certain meat products 
to Oenm^rk during the months of September 't|nd October. 
Denmark is a country which in normal times imports a certain 
quantity of such products, but exports still more. In igisf 
during the above two mSnths, the United States ’exports of 
lard to Denmark were nil, as comparedtwith 2^,652,598 lb. 
in the same two months of The corresponding figures 

with r€g"'ard to bacon were : 1,022,193 lb. ; 

canned beef, 1913, nil; 1914, 151,200 lb. ; pickled and cured 
beef, 1913, 42,901 lb. ; 1914, 156,143 lb. ; pickled pork, 1913, 
nil; 1914,812,8721b. 

In the same tWQ months the United States exported to 
Denmark 280,176 gallons of mineral lubricating oil in 2:914, 
as compared with 179,252 in 1913 ; to Norway, 335,468' 
gallons in 1914, as against 151,179 gallons in 1913 ; to^weden, 
896,193 gallons in 1914, as against 383,476 gallons in 1913. 

I have already mentioned the framing of the Order •in 
Council of the 29th Oc^ber, and the transmission to four 
Excellenc5PLli pafticulars of ships and cargoes® seized as in- 
stances of the efforts which we 4 iave made throughout the 
, course of this war to meet all reasonable' complaints made oa 
behalf of American citizens, and in my n 5 te of the 7th January 
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I alluded to the decision of our Pj-ize Couri in the case of tiie 
MirawicW, asevideiacing'the liberal principles adopted towards 
neutral commerce. ** ® «, 

"“release of cargoes.^ 

' I should also like to refer to the steps which we took at 
the beginning of the war to ensure the gpeedy release of cargo 
claimed Uy neutrals on board enemy ships which were captured 
or detakied at the® outbreak lof war. Under^ our Prize Court 
rales release%f such goods can b€ obtained without the neces- 
sity of etfteringfa claim in the Prize Court if the documents 
of title are produced to th^ officer representing his Majesty’s 
Government, and the title to the goods is established to his 
saffefaction. It was shortly found, however, that this pro- 
cedure did not provide for tlie case where the available evi- 
dence was ^o scanty that the officer representing file Cr^wn 
r was not justified in consenting to a release. In order, there- 
to ameliorate the situation we established a special Com- 
mittee, wfth full powers to authorize the release of goods 
witho^it insisting on full evidence of title being produced. 

4^ This Committee dealt with Ihe^ utmost expedition with a large 
number of claims, tl^e great majority of cases the goods 
claimed were released at once.^ In addition to the cases dealt 
with by this Committee a very large amount of cargo was 
released at once by the Procuratbr-General on production of 
documents. Claimants therefore obtained their goods with- 
out the necessity of applying to the Prize Court and of in- 
curring the expense involved in retaining lawyers, and with- 
out the^.risk, which was in«some cases a considerable one, of 
the goods being eventually held to be enemy property and 
condemned. We have reason to know tha^, our action in 
^ this matter was highly appreciated many American citizens. 

TRANSFER XO NEUTRAL FLAG. 

Another instance of the efforts which his Majesty’s Govero- 
ment have made to 'Heal as leniently as possible with neutral 
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interests may be found in the policy whicii we have followed , 
with regard to the transfer >to a neutral flag of enemy ships 
belonging to companies which yvere incorporated in the enemy 
country, but all of whose shareholders were neutral. The 
rules applied by the British and by the Anj?erican Prize Courts 
have always treated the flag as conclusive in fawour of tjse 
captors in spite of neutral proprietary interests (see the case 
of the Pedro, 175 U.S." 354), In several cases, however, we 
have consented to waive our belligerent right to treat as 
enemy vessels ships belonging to compahies inc^rpoTated in 
Germany which were subsidiary to and owned by American 
corporations. The only condition which w^ have imposed 
is that these vesseB should take no further pint in trade with 
the enemy country. ^ 


CONSIDERATION OF NEUTRAI§. 

f have given these indications of the policy which we ha ve 
followed, because I cannot help feeling that if the facts werc^ 
more fully known as to efforts which we hav§ macfe to 
avoid inflicting any avoidable injury on neutral interests, 
many of the complaints which have be^n received b*y the 
Administration in Washington, and wlpch led to the protest 
which your Excellency handed to rme on* the 29th December, 
would never have been made.* My hope is that when the 
facts which I have set out gibove are realized, and when it is 
seen that our naval operations have not diminished trade with 
neutral countries, and that the lines on which we have acted 
are consistent with the fundamental principles of international 
law, it will be apparent to the Government and people of the 
United States that his Majesty's* Government have hitherto 
endeavoured to exercise their belligerent rights with every 
possible consideration for the interests of neutrals. 

It will^still h% our endeavour to avoid injury and loss 
to neutralsr#t the announcement by the Gerfhan Govern- 
ment of their intention to sink merchant vessels and their 
cargoes without verifioation of their nationality or character, 


254 , AP&ENDIX III. * 

.and without making any provision for the safety of noor 
combatant crews or giving them a chance of saving their 
^ lives, has made it*^ necessary fpr his Majesty’s. Government' 
to consider what measures they should adopt to proteSt their 
interests. It is impossible for one bellige/ent to depart from 
rules and . precedents and- for the other to remain bound by 
'them. ' ^ I have, etc., 

' ^ E. Grey. 

' « 'II. 

■ # . €■ 

The" Declaration the British Government, 

which Sir Edward Grey adumbrated in the above 
dispatch, is quoted on page 163 of this volume. 
On qth' March the American Ambassador raisdfi 
various questions concerning this Declaraticp. 

r- 

* ' Me. Page to Sir Edward Grey. 

" \ ' f , 

■ Received March q. 

r f ' ^ 

With regard to tl^e recent communications received by 
my Government from Hfs Britannic Majesty's Government 
and that of France concerning restraints upon commerce 
with Germany, I have received inj^tructions to address to you 
certain inquiries with a view to a more complete elucidation 
of the situation which has arisen from" the action contem- 
plated by the Governments of the two allied countries. 

My Government finds itself in some difficulty in deter- 
mining its attitude towards"* the British and French declara- 
tions of intended retaliation upon commerce with Germany 
^ by reason of the nature^ of the proposed m&sures in their 
relation to the commerce of neutral'’ countries. 

While it Appears that the’' intention is to "interfere with 
and take into custody all ships, both outgoing and incoming, 
engaged in trade wi^h Germany, which, in effect, seems to 
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’constittite a blockade of German ports, there is no assertion, 
of the rule of bloc"kade permitting the condemnation, regard- 
less of the character^ of its ca^rgo, of any ship which attempts 
to entk or leave'^a German port. In the language of the 
declaration— The.., British and French^ Governments will 
therefore hold themselves free to detain and take into port 
ships carrying goods of presumed enemy destination, owner- 
ship, or origin. It ismot intended to confiscate such vessels 
or cargoes unless they Would otherwise be liable to con- 
demnation.*' ^ ^ 

The former sentence above quoted xiaims a right pertain- 
ihg only to a state of blockade, while the laf^er sentence pro- 
poses a treatmenf of ships and cargoes as* if no blockade 
existed. The two together present a proposed course of 
action* previously unknown to international law, and neutrals 
have in consequence no standard by which, to measure their 
rights or to avoid danger to their ships and^cargoes. It 
seems to the Government of the United States that the para- * 
doxical situation thus cheated should be altered^ and"* that 
the declaring Powers ought to make a definite assertion as 
to whether they rely upon the 4nules g<?verning» a blockade, 
or the rules applicable when no blockade exists. . 

The declaration presents othei^ perPexities. The latter 
of the two sentences above quoted indicates that the rules 
of contraband are to be applied to cargoes detained. The 
existing rale covering non-contraband articles carried in 
neutral bottoms is that the cargoes be released and the ships 
allowed to proceed. This rule cannot, under the other sentence 
quoted, be applied as to destination, and the question then 
arises as to what is to be done wilh a cargo of non-contraband 
goods which might be detained under the declaration. The 
same questioi? may be asked as %o cargoes of conditional 
.contrabaM. , ^ ^ 

The lore^ing comments -apply to cargoes destined for 
German ports. Cargoes issuing *from them present another 
problem under the terms of the declaral^on. 
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- Pursuant to the niks governing enemy exports, the onl 3 f 
goods subject to seizure and condemnation are those owned 
by enemy subjects - carried in enemy bottoms, and yet under 
the declaration it is proposed to seize antf take into ^ort all 
goods of enemy '‘ownership and origin.” A particular sig- 
ni^cance attaches to the word origin.” The origin of goods 
in neutral ships destined to neutral territory is not and never 
has been^a ground for forfeiture except in cases where a 
blockade is declared and not maintained. To what then 
would Che seizure "under the present declaration amount 
except to, delay the delivery of the goods ? The declaration 
does not indicaCe what disposition would be made of such 
cargoes owned 1>y a neutral ; and another question arises 
in J;he case of enemy ownership as to what rule should then 
come into" play. If another’ rule is to be applied, upo» wh5t 
principle of international law would it rest, and upon what 
rules, if norblockade is declared and maintained, could the 
cargo of a neutral ship issuing from a German port be con- 
demned ? , If it is not to be condemned, what legal course 
_ exists but to release it ? 

My Governments fully aUve to the possibility that the 
‘ methods of modern naval warfare, particularly in the use of 
the submarine for Uoth defensive and offensive operations, 
may make the former mean» of maintaining a blockade a 
physical impossibility; but it nevertheless feels that the 
point of the desirability of limiting the radius of acti's^ty ” 
can be urged with great force, especially so if this action by 
the belligerents can be construed to be a blockade. A ver}^ 
complicated situation would undoubtedly be created if, for 
example, an American vessel laden with cargo of German 
origin should escape the British patrol in European waters 
oi)5y:.to be held up by a cruiser off New York %nd taken into 
" HaHfax. '' , _ 

I have tie honour to add, for your infotmation, that 
a communication similar to the above has been addressed 
to the Government ot the French Republic. 


§ 
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On 15th March Sir'Edward Grey replied : — 

• • • • * 

• Foreign Office, March 15. igrS- 

I. His Majesty’s Government have**had nnder careful • ' 
consideration the inquiries which, under instructions from 
your Government, yoiSr Excellency addressed to me on the 
8 th instant regarding* the scope and mode of application of 
the measures, foreshadowed in. the Britigh and French de- 
clarations of the* 1 st March,* for restricting the trade of Ger- 
many. Your Excellency explained, and illustrated by refer- 
ence to certain contingencies, the difficulty of the United • 
States Government in adopting a definite attitude towards 
tjjese measures, by reason of jincertainty regarding jifKir 
bearing upon the commerce of ileutral countries. 

A. I (fan at once assure your Excellency that, subject to 
the paramount necessity of restricting Germatf trade. His 
Majesty’s Government have made it their first aim to piini** 
mize inconvenience to neutral commerce. From 4he accom- 
panying copy of the Order in Council, ybich is to be pub-» • 
lished to-day, you will observe* that a wide *discretion is ^ 
afforded* to the Prize Court in dealing with the trade of 
neutrals in such manner as may in tne circumstances be deemed 
just, and that full provision is made to facilitate claims by 
persons interested in any goods placed in the custody of the 
marshal of the Prize Court, under the Order. I apprehend 
that the perplexities to which your Excellency refers will for 
the most part be dissipated by the perusal of this document, 
and that it is only necessary for me to add certain explanatory • 
observations. 

3 . The effect of the Order in Council is to confer certain 
powers upon the executive officers Of His Majesty’s Gonern- • . 

ment. extent to which those powers wiU be actually 

exercised, and the degree of severity with which the measures 
of blockade authorized will be put into operation, are matters 
which will depend on 'the^ administrative orders issued by the 
V. 17 
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ijrovernment and the decisions of the aiij:horiti#is specially 
charged with the duty of dealing with individual ships and 
cargoes, according co the merits of each gase. The United 
States Government may rest assured that the instructions to 
be issued by His Majesty's Government to the fleet, and to 
the custonfs officials and executive committees concerned, 
will impress upon them the duty of ai:tting with the utmost 
dispatch consistent with the object in '"view, and of showing 
in every j:ase such .consideration for neutrals as may be com- 
patible with /.hat object, which is> succinctly Stated, to estab- 
lish a blockade to prevent vessels from carrying goods for, 
or coming from, Germany, e 

4. His Majesty's Government have felt most reluctant 
at -the moment of initiating a policy of blockade to exacjJ 
from neutral ships all the penalties attaching to a breach of 
blockade. In their desire to alleviate the burden which ;the 
existence ofQi state of war at sea must inevitably impose on 
neutral sea-borne commerce, they declare their intention to 
refrain altogether from the exercise of the right to confiscate 

^ships or cargoes wffiich belligerents have "always claimed in 
respect of breaches of blockade. They restrict their claim 
to the stopping of cargoes destined for or coming from the 
enemy's territory. * 

5. As regards cotton, full particulars of the arrange- 
ments contemplated have already -been explained. It wi|l be 
admitted that every possible regard has been had to the 
legitimate interests of the American cotton trade. 

6. Finally, in reply to the penultimate paragraph of your 
Excellency's note, I have the honour to state that it is not 
intended^ to interfere with neutral vessels carrying enemy 
caigo of non-contraband nature outside European waters, 

- inclu'ding the Mediterranean. 
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On 22nd Fgbruary the United States Govern- 
ment addressed an Identic Note to Britain and 
Germany, suggesting a compromise - 

o 

Mr. Page to Sib Edward.Geey. 

Received February 22. , 

Pursuant to iastructions from my Government, I have 
the honour to submit for your consideration the following 
Bomraainication whiqh I have iu 3 t received by tele|raph'from 
the Secretary of State, dated at Washington on the 20th 
instant, with the information that it forms t^ye text of an 
identic note to the Government of His Britannic Majesty 
and that of Germany. I have been in some uncertaifity as 
to the reading of |ome 0] its passages on account of omission^ 
in the encyphering of the teipgr|im or 3 iistake& in its trans- 
mission^; but in view of the desirability of laying the r^atter -» 
before you immediately, and sin,ce these passages do not 
appear to affect the general .sense of the note, I have not 
waited to obtain an authoritative correction. I shall not fail, 
hovRiver, to furnish you with a corrected copy with the least 
possible delay. ' 

“In view of the correspondence which has passed 
between this Government ^ind Great Britain and Ger- 
many respectively relative to the declaration of a war 
zone by the German Admiralty, and the use of neutral fags 
by Britisli merchant vessels, this Government vestures* 
to »pr^s the hope that the two belligerent Govern- 
ments may, through reciprQcal concessions, find a basis 
for agreement which will relieve neutral vessels engaged 
in peaceful commerce from the groat dangers which they 
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will incur on the high seas ■adjacent tq the roasts of th% 
belligerents. ^ 

''The Govefnmelit ■■ ol tke United §tates respectfully 
suggests that an agreement in terms like the following 
might be entered into. This suggestion is ; not to be 
regarded as. in any sense a proposal made by this Govern- 
ment, lor it of course fully recognizes that it is not its 
.privikge to propose terms of agreement between Great 
Britain and Germany, even though the matter be one in 
which ik and the people of the United States are directly 
and deeply interested. It is merely venturing to ta^e 
the liberty which ma^ be accorded a sincere friend 
desirous of embarrassing neither nation involved, and of 
.^serving, if it may, the common interests of humanity, ^ 
"The course outlined* is offered^ in the hope that it 
may draw forth the views and elicit the sugg^stioi:^ ol 
the BriSsh Government on a matter of capital interest 
|o the whole world, 

" Germany and Great Britain to agree : — 

" First. That neither will sow any floating mines, 
wlietherupon the high ^eas or in territorial waters ; that 
meither will planj..m the high seas anchored mines except 
within cannon range "*0! harbours for defensive purposes 
only; and that all mines shall bear the stamp of the 
Government planting them, 2?nd be so constructed j,s to 
become harmless if separated from their moorings. 

" Second. That neither will use submarines to attack 
merchant vessels of any nationality except to enforce 
the right of visit and search. 

""Third. That each will require their respective mer- 
, chant vessels not to use neutral flags for the purpose of 
disguise or ruse de gt^erre. 

" Gerrnany to agree that alllmportaticps M food or 
foodstuffs from the United States (and from such other 
neutral countries as may ask it) into Germany shall be 
consigned to agencies to be designated by the United 
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States ^Government ; that these American agencies shall 
have entire charge and^control, without Mterference on the 
part of the German Government*, of the receipt and dis- 
tribution of shch importations, and shall distribute these 
solely to retail, dealers bearing licences from the German 
Government entitling them to receive and furnish such 
food and foodstufis to non-combatants only; that any 
violation of the terms of the retailers* licences^hall work 
a forfeiture of their rights ^to receive such food and food 
supplies forHhis purpose ; and tha? such fjjod'^and food 
supplies will not be requisitioned by the German Govern- 
ment for any purpose whatsoever or b? diverted to the . 
use of the em&arcation [siV] forces of Germany. 

" Great Britain to agree that food and foqd supjpiies 
vi^ll not be placed upon aosolute contraband list, and 
thai^ shipments of such commodities will not be inter- 
lered with or detained by British authorities if consigned 
to agencies designated by the United States Government* 
in Germany for the ^receipt and distribution qf such car- 
goes to licenced German retailers for distribution solety^np 
to the non-combatant population. ^ • 

"In submitting this proposed |>asis of agreement# this ’ 
Government does not wish to l»e understood as admitting 
or denying any belligerent or neutral right established by 
principles of international law, but would consider the 
ligreement, if acceptable to the interested Powers, a 
modus vivendi, based upon expediency rather than legal 
right, and as not binding upon the United States either 
■in, its" present form or in a modified form until accepted ", 
by this Government/* * ■ ' 
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' On 15th March Sir Edward Gcey issued the' 
following MeiTiOrandum in reply to the American 
Note:— ' ^ , , 

a® ' (* ' ' 

Memorandum 'Handed by Sir Edward 'Grey to Mr. Page, 
March 15, 1915*^ 

On the-*'22nd February last I received a communicatioB 
from you|“ Excellency of the 4 dentic note addressed to His 
Majesty's Go*i^ernment and to Ge?many respecting an agree- 
ment on certain igoints as to the conduct of the war at sea:/ 
The reply of J:he German Government^ to this note has 
been published, and it is not understood from the reply that 
the German Government are^prepared to abandon the j)racTfc 
lice of sinking British merchant vessels by submarines ; and 
it is evident from Their reply that they will not abaMon the 
use of mines ^or offensive purposes on the high seas, as con- 
l;fasted with the use of mines for defensive purposes only 
within caniKin range of their own harbours, as suggested by 
-^he Government of t^e United States. "" 

This being so, it might appeSr unnecessary for the British 
Government to make^y further reply than to take note of 
the German answer. We dfesire, however, to take the oppor- 
tunity of making a fuller statement of the whole position, and 
of our feeling with regard to it. ^ ^ 

We recognize with sympathy the desire^ of the Government 
of the United States to see the European War conducted in 
accordance with the previously recognized rules of inter- 
national law and the dictates of humanity. It is thus that 
the British forces have conducted the war, and we are not 
aware that these forces, either naval or military ,^can have laid 
To th^ir charge any improper proceedings, either in the con- 
duct of hostilities or in the treatment of prisoaer^or «ounded. 
On the German side it has been very different 
1. The treatment of civilian inhabitants in Belgium and 
the north of France h^ been made pjrblit by the Belgian and 
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French Gc^erninejnts, and by those who have had experience* 
of it at first hand. Modefh history afiords\io precedent for 
the sufferings thai have beenp indicted on the defenceless and 
non-combatant population in the territory that has been 
in German military; occupation. Even the food of the popu- 
lation was confiscated, until, in Belgium, an International 
Commission, largely mfiuenced by American generosity, and 
conducted under American auspices, came to th« relief of 
the population, and secured from the Ger:qaan Gove|nment a 
promise to spare what food v«as still left in the country, though 
the Germans still continue to make levies in money upon the 
defenceless population for the support of the German army. • 

2. We have from time to time received most terrible ac- 

counts of the barbarous treatment to which British ofl^jeis 
and soldiers have been exposed* after they have been taken 
prisoner, -while being conveyed to German prison camps. 
One or two instances have already been given t 9 the United 
States Government, founded upon authentic and first-^and* 
evidence which is beyond doubt. Some evidence has been 
received of the hardships to which British^risonefs of war are «» 
subjected in the prison camp?, contrasting, we believe* most 
unfavourably with the treatment of Gejman prisoners in-this * 
country. We have proposed, with'dhe consent of the United 
States Government, that a commission of United States 
officers should be permitted in each country to inspect the 
treatment of prisoners of war. The United States Govern- 
ment have been unable to obtain any reply from the German 
Government to this proposal, and we remain in continuing 
anxiety and apprehension as tp the treatment of British 
prisoners of war in Germany. * 

3. At the very outset of war a German minelayer was (jis- 
covered laying’ a minefield on the high seas. Further mine- * 
fields hav,^beeniwd froiff time to time without warning, and, 
so far as we fiiow, are still bSing laid on the h*gh seas, and 
many neutral as well as British vessels have been sunk by them. 

4. At various times the wa» German submarines 
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iiaye stopped and stink British merchant ves^sels, thus making’’ 
the sinking of n^srchant vessels £ general , practice, thongh 
it was admitted previoiisly, if M all, onty^as an excegtion 
the general rale, to which the British Government have 
adhered, being that* merchant vessels, if captmed, ' must be 
;takcn. before a Prize Court. In one case, already quoted in 
a note- to' the United States Government,.' a neutral vessel 
carrying f<?^dstuffs to an unfortified town in Great Britain 
has been^snnk. Another case is now reported, in which a 
German armed craiSgr has sunk an American vessel, the 
William JPc Frye, caiT5dng a cargo of wheat from Seattle to 
Queenstown. In both cas^ the cargoes^ were presumably 
destined for the civil population. Even the cargoes, in such 
cird^mstairces, should not ha;^e been condemned without thg 
decision of a Prize Court, much less should the vessel^ have 
been sunk. It is*to be noted that both these cases V5ccu^ed 
before the detention by the British authorities of the Wih 
helmina and her cargo of foodstuffs, which the German 
Government allege is the justification for their own action, 
—The Germans have announced their intention of sinking 
British^ merchant vessels by torpedo without notice and 
without any provision^for the safety of the crew. They have 
already carried out this intention in the case of neutral as 
well as of British vessels, and a number of non-combatant and 
innocent lives on British vessels, ^unarmed and defenceless, 
have been destroyed in this way. 

5. Unfortified, open, and defenceless towns, such as Scar- 
borough, Yarmouth, and Whitby, have been deliberately and 
wantonly bombarded by German ships of war, causing in 
some cases considerable loss of civilian life, including women 
and children. 

65 German aircraft have dropped bombs on the East 
Coast of England, where there were' no miMtaiy oa^strategic 
points to be attacked. ^ ^ 

On the other hand, I am aware of but two criticisms that 
have been made on British action inwall these respects 
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1. Itis^eaid .that the British aaval authorities also, havo^ 
laid some anchored., miaes on^the high seas. ^They havt done 
so; bi|t . the' minejS'** were anehojed and sb constructed that 
they would be harmless if they went adrift, and no mines 
whatever were laid t)y the British naval authorities till many 
weeks after the Germans had made a regular practice* of 
la3nng 'mines on the hi^ seas. 

2. It is said that the British Government hav?» departed 

from the view of international law, which tjiey had i^eviously 
maintained, that foodstuffs destined for^the civH population 
should never be interfered with ; this charge bein'g founded 
on the submission ^to a Prize Court of the c^rgo of the. Wil- 
helmim. The special considerations affecting this cargo have 
already been presented in a l^emorandum to the Ui^ted 
States Government, and I need 'not repeat them here. Inas- 
mucji as ^the stoppage of all foodstuffs is arl admitted conse- 
quence of blockade, it is obvious that there can be%o universal 
rule, based on considerations of morality and humanity 
which is contrary to thio practice. The right to»stop food- 
stuffs destined for the civil population must, therefore, in any 1 
case be admitted if an effective ‘'^cordon'* controlling^ inter- 
course with the enemy is drawn, apno^ced, and maintained. 
Moreover, independently of rights; arising from beliigereni 
action in the nature of blockade, some other nations, differing 
from^the opinion of the Government of the United States 
and Great Britain, have held that to stop the food of the 
civil population is a natural and legitimate method of bringing 
pressure to bear on an enemy country, as it is upon the defence 
of a berieged town. It is alsoapheld on the authority of 
both Prince Bismarck and Count Caprivi, and therefore pre- 
sumably is not repugnant to German morality. The follfw- 
ing are the quotations from Prince Bismarck and Gount 
Caprivi, o-^ thi|.' point.:—’* • 

.; ■, Prince Bismarck,., in answeryig in.- '1885 'an application 
from" ,„the. Kiel '.Chamber of .Commerce for a statement of the 
.view of. the', German Qov^nment on th» question of the right 
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*to declare as" contraband foodstufiEs that were i|ot intendeS 

for military fords, said : ''I reply to the Chamber of Com- 
merce that any dSsadTOntisgge «our commercial and carrying 
interests may suffer by the treatment of rice as contraband 
of war does not jifstify our opposing a measure which it has 
beto thought fit to take in carrying on a foreign war. Every 
war is a calamity which entails evil'^onsequences not only 
on the cecnbatants but also on neutrals. These evils may 
easily b$, increased by the interference of a neutral Power 
with the wsay in which a third carries on the war, to the 
disadvanfage o^ the subjects of the interfering Power, and 
by this means ^German commerce might be weighted with 
far heavier losses than a transitory prohibition of the rice 
trade in Chinese waters. Jhe measure in question has fpr 
Its object the shortening of" the war by increasing tSe diffi- 
culties of the erfemy, and is a justifiable step in war i| im- 
partially enforced against all neutral ships."' 

Qount Caprivi, during a discussion in the German Reichs- 
tag on the 4th March, 1892, on thecubject of the importance 
of internatipnal protection for private property at sea, made 
the following statements :* country may be dependent 
for iier food or for {3^: raw produce upon her trade, in fact, 
it may "be absolutely necessary to destroy the enemy's trade.*" 
“ The private introduction of provisions into Paris was pro- 
hibited during the siege, and in the same way a nation would 
be justified in preventing the import of food and raw produce." 

The Government of Great Britain have now frankly 
declared, in concert with the Government of France, their 
intention to meet the German attempt to stop all supplies 
of every kind from leaving or entering British or French 
ports by themselves stopping supplies going to or from Ger- 
^ many. For this end, the British fleet has instituted a blockade, 
eflectively controlling by cruiser ^'cordon" aU f>assage to 
and from Germany by sea^ The difference between the two 
policies is, however, that, while our object is the same as that 
of (Germany, we prop®se to attain it^without sacrificing neutral 
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■^^p® or noji-combatant lives, or inflicting traon neu?rals the* 

damage that must be entailed when a vessel %nd its cargo are 
sunk vdthotit notic^/iexaminatioii/ or f rial.* 

I must emphasize again that this measure is a natural 
and necessary coi|scquence of the unprecedented methods* 
repugnant to all law and morality, which have been descriBed 
above, which German^ began to adopt at the very outset 
of J:he war, and the effects of which have been €onstantly 
accufssulating. ■ ' ♦ ■ , ^ 




